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agTee with liim) that their Savior is not

God's first and only begotten Son, but the

mere result of a vitiated state of the uterine

fluids.

John A'Lasco also writes, that Christ par-

took of no other flesh than that which was
subject to sin and death, in order that he

might be temj^ted. He states in the same
book, "If he is holy, why was he sentenced

in the Father's judgment, for the sake of

sin?" This I cannot otherwise understand,

before God, than that he believes, that the

man, Christ Jesus, was a sinful Christ and
guilty of death. Read his defence made
against me, of the Incarnation-, there you
will find his ground.

O God, watch over all true hearts, that

they may never believe such intolerably

great abominations. It makes mc shudder,

and I am astonished in my heart, yea, I am
ashamed in my soul, that I must make men-
tion thereof; for it is too offensive. Biit since

tliey defame and slander us daily before all

men, both verbally and by writing, what a

very detestable foundation and doctrine we
have of Christ (since we confess, with the

Scriptm-e, that he was the first and only be-

gotten Son of God, who died for us), and
they present these abominable things to the

poor, simple people, as said, and deceive

them so miserably thereby ; for this reason,

am I constrained in my conscience, to the

honor of God, and to the warning of all

godfearing souls, to notice this and pre-

sent it to the reader, whose mind is held

captive by them, to reflect upon ; for I

know not how we could believe more cru-

ellj^ and abominably of Christ, teach, feel,

think or speak of, than to say, It was not

the Son of God who died for us, but it was
the result of a vitiated catemenial fluid; a
man of sin and death, &:c.

And though they may gainsay and deny

this, and say that I -WTOte this gratuitously

concerning them, it is true ; it happened

repeatedly, and before many pious hearts;

they may deny it, but it will be found true

in the day of the righteous judgment, be-

fore the ej'es of the Eternal and great maj-

esty, as I have written it. O abominable

sect

!

THE TRUE CMISTIAN BELIEF-

We teach and believe, and this by virtue

and power of the whole Scriptures, that the

whole Christ Jesus from above and below,

inwardly and outwardly, visibly and invis-

ibly, is God's first and only begotten Son,

the incomprehensible, eternal Word, by
i

which all things are created, the first born of
j

every creature ; that he became a true man in I

Mary, the immaculate virgin, through the
j

almighty, eternal Father, eternal Spirit and !

power, beyond the comprehension and
knowledge of men ; sent and given unto us

out of pure mercy and grace, from the Fath- >

er; the express image of the invisible God,
and the brightness of his glory. We teach

and believe that the first and only begotten

Son of God, Jesus Christ, is our only and
eternal Messiah, prophet, teacher and high
priest, who has fulfilled the required and
commanded law for all his believers, inas-
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much as they could not fulfil it on account

of the weakness of their flesh; who taught

us the good will and pleasure of his Father,

a.nd went before us as a,n unblamable j^at-

tern, and freely offered himself upon the

cross for our sins, as a sweet-smelling sacri-

fice to the Father. Tlu-ough whom we all,

who sincerely l^elieve this, have received the

forgiveness of our sins, grace, favor, mercy,

liberty, peace, life eternal, a reconciled Fath-

er and free access to God, in the Spirit; and
this all througli his merits, righteousness,

intercesion and blood, and not through our

own works. Behold this is the true sum-
mary of our belief concerning Christ, our

Savior, the Son of God.

All who can believe this, as certain and
true, are sealed, through the word of God,
in their spirit, are inwardly changed, re-

ceive the fear and love of God, and bring
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forth, out of their faith, righteousness, fruit,

power, au unblamable life and a new being;

as Paul says, "With the heart, man believ-

eth unto rigliteousness.'" Througli faith,

says Peter, God purities our hearts. And
thus follow the fruits of righteousness out

of an upright, unfeigned, pious. Christian

faith. Observe this well.

All those who sincerely believe the right-

eous judgment of God and his eternal wTath

over all sin and wickedness, and do not

doubt in spirit, look at the fallen angels;

they look at the first, depraved world, at

Sodom and Gomorrah, and upon disobe-

dient, refractory Israel. They take particu-

lar notice how God humbled his innocent

Son, who knew no sin, and in whose mouth
guile was not found; how he was humbled,
and made the most miserable among men for

the sake of om- sins. Yea, that he was so

beaten and tortured, that while extended

on the cross, he piteously complained to his

Father saying, "My God, my God, why hast

thou forsaken me ?'" Matt. 27: 45.

All who truly believe this, will certainly

fiee from all unrighteousness, as they would
from the fangs of a serpent; they turn awa.y

from all sins, and dread them more than a

burning Ih-e, or a piercing sword, for their

whole mind and conscience testify to them,

that if they knowingly and wilKully sin

against the law and word of God, and do not

receive Christ in a pure and good conscience,

live according to the flesh, and despise the

inviting voice of God that they will fall un-

der the dreadful, eternal sentence and wrath

of God.
This the pious and aged Eleazar believed,

who was well versed in the law, 2 Mace. 6:

18, and the god-fearing, virtuous mother,

with her seven sons, 2 Mace. 7:1, the three

faithful young men in the flery furnace, the

beloved Daniel, and the fair, virtuo\is Su-

sanna, the honorable pattern of all pious

women, Daniel 13. They would rather en-

diu'e for a season the wrath and fury of

tyrants, than sin, and thus bring upon
themselves the eternal anger and wrath of

God. The righteous, say the Scriptiu-es,

live by faith. For the true evangelical faith,

which makes the heart sincere and pious be-

fore God, moves, changes, lu-ges and con-

strains a man, so that he will always hate

the evil, and Avillingly do the things which
are right and jiist ; even as it is unneces-

sary to admonish or warn a man of under-

standing not to cut his own throat, or drink
poison, or thrust himself from a high tower,

or run into deep water; for he well knows
if he did so, he could not escape death. It

is also unnecessary that we should admon-
ish, or warn those, who sincerely believe

that the wages of sin is death, that drunk-

ards, liars, fornicators, whoremongers, adul-

terers, avaricious, idolators, blasphemers of

God, envious, blood-shedders, iierjurers,

thieves and the like sinners, shall not in-

herit the kingdom of Christ, that they shall

not get drunk, nor commit fornication, &c.

The divine fear, which is of such a faith,

warns, exhorts, reproves, urges and deters

them, so that they will never more consent

to such carnal, ungodly works, much less

do them. For their faith, which is sealed

of the Spirit through the word, teaches them
that the end thereof is death.

We must thus believe with the heart, "as

Paul says; that is, we must so adhere to the

word to receive and impress it upon our

hearts, that we may never turn or be divert-

ed from it, but that faith be more and more
rooted in our hearts, that, through the vir-

tue thereof, we may fear God with all our

powers, and do sincere penance. Sincere, un-

feigned fears drive out sin, for it is impossi-

ble to be ji;stified witlioiit the fear of God.

Here observe, what an excellent, pleasing

fruit of faith the fear of the Lord is ; it is

the only power which expels the sins of be-

lievers, buries; slays, destroys and makes
sin nought, this is the first part of true re-

pentance, as we are taught and admonished

by the baptism of believers. "The fear of

the LoED is the beginning of wisdom ; a

good understanding have all they that do

his commandments; his praise endurethfor

ever," Ps. Ill : 10.

Fxu'ther, All who comprehend with a sin-

cere, unwavering, believing heart, the great

solicitude and ardent care of God for us

(here I speak of him according to the man-
ner of man), and his unbounded kindness,

mercy and love, as internally manifested

toward us through Christ Jesus, that he did

not spare his eternal Son, by whom he cre-

ated the heavens and the earth, the seas and
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the fullness thereof, his incomj>rehensible,

'

eternal Word, power and wisdom, bnt for
|

onr sakes, gave him over, humbled him,
I

suffered liim to endure hunger, and thirst,
j

was derided, taken, mocked, his holy face
|

spit upon, scoui'ged, crowned with a crown
j

of thorns, condemned, crucified and slain,

that we, through his sicl-uiess and stripes,

might be healed, through his poverty, might
become rich, through his being despised,

obtain glory ; through his cm-sing, obtain

blessing; through his punishment, receive

grace; through his blood, the remission of

sin; through his offering, be reconciled, and
through his death, might obtain eternal life.

He also created ever}^ living creature for our

use, and made them subject to us. He serves

and provides us with winter and summer,
heat and cold, night and day, rain and
dearth; to us he sent his holy apostles with

his holy word, endowed iis with his Spirit,

enlightens, governs, admonishes, reproves

and comforts us ; he has given us the neces-

sary shelter and food to supply oiu- wants,

and in the midst of a perverted lion-like gen-

eration, he has kept and preserved us by his

grace, &c. I say, again, he who believes this

with all his heart, apprehends and lays hold

of it, can never be prevented, neither by an-

gel nor devil, neither by life nor death; but
must love this gracious Father, from his in

most heart, who has manifested so great

love and mercj^ towards us grievous sinners

;

yea, praise, honor, thank, serve, and be
obedient to him, all the days of his life.

For this is the greatest delight and joy of

believers, that they in their weakness maj^
walk and live according to the will and
word of the Lord, and where the unfeigned,

pure love of God dwells, there without fail,

must also be the vohmtary, ready service of

that love, namely, the keeping of his com-
mands. Solomon says, "They that put tlieir

trust in him shall understand the truth, and
such as be faithful in love shall abide with
him," AYis. 3: 9. And this is what Paul
says, "In Jesus Christ neither circumcision

availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but
faith, which worketh by love," Gal. 5:6.

That love is of such an effective power and
nature, may be very plainly seen in natural

love; we need not admonish rational par-

ents, to provide their children with neces-

sai-y food and clothing, for natural love
will admonish them thereto. And thus with
man and wife, who sincerely love each other
with conjugal love; they think it no dis-

pleasure willingly to serve each other and
be fellow helpers, as it becomes them, being
one flesh. And so is also the nature and
property of holy, divine love, for all those
who by faith are one with the Father and
his Son, Christ Jesus, in love and spirit,

through the true and genuine knowledge of
the aforementioned favor, need not be ad-
monished that they should serve the Lord,
seek the kingdom of God, use baptism and
the Lord's Supper, according to the ordi-

nance of the Scriptures, constrain heart
and tongue, reflect upon the law and will

of God with all earnestness, hear Christ

and follow him, and that they should not
love gold and silver, money and posses-

sions, wife and children, life and death
above Christ and his word. For the effect-

ual nature of the ardent love of God, which
is of a pure heart, good conscience, un-
feigned faith Tu-ges and constrains, moves
and operates so much in their hearts, that

they stand prepared with body, soul, pos-
session and blood, to do what he command-
ed them, and not do thatwliich he prohibit-

ed; as we may see (God be praised) in great

plainness and power, and hear daily of

many pious hearts.

And it is hereby evident, if we would love

God and walk in obedience to his com-
mands, we sliordd believe, have a special

regard to his favors, and with the heart
adhere closely to the word of his promise,
as said ; for that love which is sincere, is a
very precious fruit, it is a branch and plant

of faith from which the other part of true

repentance flows, namely, the unblamable
new life, represented to us by baptism, as
related above, of the fear of the Lord; with-

out which love, all eloquence, all tongues,

all knowledge and understanding, all boast-

ings of faith, learning, miracles, prophesy-
ing, alms, persecution, cross and suffering,

are vain before God
;
yea, unfruitful and

dead.

Every one that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth him, for God is love, such a one
does all things according to the nature and
word of the Lord, for it is the fulfilling of
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the law, obedience to his commands, the

bond of perfection and peace, and it is pre-

tigured by the splendid girdle of Aaron and

his sons.

Love, says Solomon, is as strong as death;

jealousy is as crnel as the grave; the coals

thereof are coals of fire, which have a most

vehement iiame; many waters cannot quench

love, yea, so firm and strong and ardent is

love that it surpasses every thing, conquers

and consirmes what is opposed to Christ and

his word, be it world or flesh, tyrant or

devil, sin or death, or Avhatever we may
think of or name; and this is all through

the power and Spirit of Jesus Christ from

wliom it originates.

Moses preceded A\ath fear, then came Christ

with love. First the terrilic law, and after-

wards the consoling gospel; first wrath in

the feelings of oiu- consciences, afterwards

grace; first uneasiness of pain, then peace;

first tribulation, then joy. In short, first

the letter which killeth, then the Spirit which

quickeneth.

Behold, my reader, such a faith as men-

tioned, is the true christian faith, Avhich

praises, honors, magnifies and extols God
the Father and his Son Jesus Clirist, through

filial fear and fruitful love, for by it we

know the good will of the Father towards

us through Christ ; by it, I say, we know
that all the promises to the fathers, the wait-

ing of the patriarchs, the whole figurative

law, and all the predictions of the prophets,

are fulfilled in Christ, with Clirist, and

through Christ. That Christ is our king,

Prince, Lord, Messiah, the promised David,*

the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the strong

Giant, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Fath-

er, the Prince of peace, God's almighty, in-

comprehensible, eternalWord and Wisdom,
the first born of every creature, the Light of

the world, the Sun of righteousness, the ti'ue

Yine, the Well of life, the true Door and

Shepherd of the sheep, the true Foundation,

and the precious Corner-stone in Zion, the

right Way, the Tmtli and Life, the promised

Prophet, oxxY Master and Teacher, our Ke-

deemer. Savior, Friend and Bridegroom. In

* Jer. 23 : 5 ; Kev. 5:5; Isa. 9:5; John 1:1; Col. 1 :

15; John 13: 35; John 15: 1; 10:3; 1 Cor. 3: 11; Isa.

28:16; John 14: 6; Deut. 18:18; John 3: 2; 15:5;

Tit. 3:13; John 8: 39; 1 Tim. 3:5; Eph. 1:23.

short, our only and eternal Mediator, Advo-
cate, High-priest, Propitiator and Interces-

sor, om- Head and Brother. And since we
know all this by faith, therefore, I sa}^, we
also observe his word rightly, hear his voice,

and implicitlj^ follow his example, and coun-

sel, ancl depart from ungodliness; the heart

is changed, the mind is renewed, and with

Moses we rely upon the future promises, as

though they were in sight, and patiently

wait for them with pious Abraham, till he,

with all the chosen, shall in reality inherit

them. "Now faith," says Paul, "is the sub-

stance of things hopecl for, the evidence of

things not seen," Heb. 11: 1. He says, fur-

ther. But hope that is seen is not hope. God,
says Christ himself, is a Spirit; his word,

grace, and thepromise oftheNew Testament;

his kingdom and government are spiritual

;

and thus we have to believe all things

through an upright, pure, and sure faith, with

a candid heart, and judge and see with spir-

itual ej^es; but we may well say with Paul,

"All men have not faith," 3 Thess. 3: 2.

Therefore, all those who stop their ears to

the threatening, punishing and death-deal-

ing law, and will not fear God, reject, and
desire not the gracious gospel of Christ, shut

their eyes to the light of righteousness, and
will neither see nor walk the true way, hard-

en their hearts, and will not acknowledge

the just judgment of the vsrath and displeas-

ure of God, his mercy and favor and his un-

bounded grace, are unbelievers ; for they

reject Christ Jesus, run haughtily into per-

verse wa3^s; they choose to themselves a

righteousness and means of salvation con-

trary to the word of God; the wisdom of the

Lord they esteem foolishness; his truth as

lies; his gospel as delusion; the virtuous,

christian life as madness; and thetraeuse

of his sacraments, as heresy. Open idolatry,

commands of men, superstition and offen-

sively ornamented lies, are their greatest

consolation and true worship; their belly

is their God ; they love the world more than

heaven; all their delight is in covetousness,

avarice, pride, pomp, gold, silver, money
and possessions ; in buying and selling, they

cheat and deal treacherously ; their common
life is drinking, gambling, ciu'sing, swear-

ing, hatred, strife and fighting; they follow

the flesh in its lusts; the}^ defame and seek
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the calamity of their neighbor, his dishonor,

disgi-ace and shame. In short, they say,

with the fool, in their hearts, "There is no
God," Ps. 14: 1.

Although they boast of God with the

mouth, praise his name with tlieir lips, bow
their knees outwardly before him, and say

that they are redeemed with the death and
blood of Christ; it is nevertheless vain hy-

pocrisy, for they do it only from habit, and
feignedly, and not inwardly through faith,

in power and truth. They are those of wliom
it is -RTitteu, "They profess that they know
God, but in works they deny him ; being

abominable and disobedient, and unto every

good work reprobate," Tit. 1 : 16. And this,

because they do not believe Christ and his

word, their end is death, as he says, "He
that believeth not shall be damned," yea, is

already condemned.
It is true what Paul says, " Without faith

it is impossible to please him (God); for he

that cometh to God, must believe that he is,

and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-

gently seek him," Heb. 11: G. O for an open
heart! For profound understanding! Yea,

if we rightly examine these words, we have
reason to be astonished at the wisdom and
understanding of Paul. For if we rightly

reiiect upon the matter, we must ever confess

before the Lord, who tries our reins and
hearts, that we never believed it with the

heart, that God is, and hence, we have led

a vain, ungodlj^ life. For it cannot be oth-

erwise ; if any one believes with all his heart,

that God is, he will also believe that his

word is ivne, that tlie wages of sin is death,

that all things are open to his eyes, and
that there is nothing concealed before him.

That we must give an account of all oiir

thoughts, words and deeds, liefore his judg-

ment seat in the day of his coming. Be-

lieving all this, we then begin to be aston-

ished before such an omniscient and right-

eous Judge, yea, to fear and tremble greatly.

In the second place, all who believe with

the heart, that God is, they also believe

that he is true, and therefore, none can

be saved contrary to his word; for he is

the God of truth, and in him there are no
lies. His uttered word abides, it can nei-

ther be bent nor broken ; those who thus be-

lieve, begin to fear his righteous judgment;

they cast behind them all their falsa patch-
work, all false promises, all the bolsters

and cushions of the false prophets, and they
seek the Lord who has bought them. They
are abased in their own eyes; for the heart
is humbled. They sigh, weep, pray, lament,
knock, and call at the throne of grace, till

they are heard and encouraged by the word
of his peace, comforted \\'ith the promise
of his grace, and anointed with the Holy
Ghost.

In the third place, all who believe that

God is, also believe that he is gracious

and merciful, that he has bestowed and sent

us his only Son, that he taught us the right

way, fulfilled the laAv for us, reconciled us
to the Father, and redeemed us by his blood
and bitter death; has conquered hell, the

devil, sin and death, and obtained for us
grace, favor, mercy, and eternal life, &c.,

and therefore, the sorrowful, afflicted hearts,

which saw through the terrible, threatening

law, nothing but the wrath of God and eter-

nal death are again revived. They become
candid, peaceable, and joyful in the Holy
Ghost, are of a joyful disposition, and are

thus made to belong to their Head and Sav-

ior, are united and made one with Him,
ingrafted through the Spirit of God and
pure, unfeigned love, that they are of one

heart, one soul and spirit with him ; they

think, speak and live in their weakness as

he has taught and commanded them in his

word. They renounce and avoid all false

doctrine, unbelief, false sacraments, and all

idolatrj^; put oif the spotted garment of sin,

which is the evil perverted life, and is of the

flesh. They seek the doctrines and sacra-

ments commanded them of Christ; that di-

vine service which is taught in the Script-

ures, and that pious and unblamable life

which is from God. For by faith they are

changed in the inner man, converted and
renewed, because they have a sealed, and

assured conscience, which bears witness to

them that God is, that he is righteous and

true, gracious and of abundant mercy. And
therefore they desire, seek and do nothing,

either inwardly or outwardly, but that which

they know, through the word, that Christ

Jesus, with his holy apostles has command-
ed and taught them.

Behold, my brethren, here you have now
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the true properties and nature of a true
j

christian faith, and what a great mystery,
{

signification, spirit and power are contained

summarily in these words, He must Mieve

that God is. "Wliosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have eternal life,"

John 3: 15; "He that believeth and is bap-

tized shaU be saved," Mark 16: 16; "AVho-

soever believeth on him shall not be

ashamed,"' Rom. 10, and the like passages.

For it will always be the case where there

is a true, christian faith, there also will be

a dying to sin, a new creature, true repent-

ance, a sincere, regenerated and unblamable

christian. One does no longer live accord-

ing to the lusts of sin, but according to the

will of him who pm-chased ns with his

blood, drew us by his Spirit, and r<?genera-

ted us by his word, namely, Christ Jesus.

But where there is only nominal faith, and

no righteousness, or change, or new and pen-

itent life, there is nothing but unbelief, hy-

pocrisy and lies. No matter how much we
may speak, or dispute about the Scriptiires,

this rule will remain iirm, and can never be

broken. "7/" ye live after tJie flesTi, ye sliall

die," Rom. 8: 13. All therefore, who live in

pomp and splendor, in excessive eating and

drinking, adultery, fornication, avarice,

hatred, envy, lasciviousness, defrauding

and such sins; all who defame the Lord's

holy and high name, word, will, and also

his community, slander and traduce their

neighbor; deprive him of his honor, name,

welfare, body and goods ; and all who
cm-se and swear by the Lord's sufferings,

wounds, sacraments, cross and death, are

unbelieving heathens, and not believing

christians. This is as clear as the light

of day, for their- fruits testify before the

whole world, that they are not the true olive

tree and vine from which we may pluck or

gather the true, ripe fruits ; for, that they

comfort themselves with the doctrines and
commands of men, use a strange baptism.

Lord's supper and divine worship, which

Christ has not taught; seek the remission

of sins by foreign means; such as holy wa-

ters, masses, aiuicular confessions, pilgrim-

ages, &c., walk in a perverted, crooked path,

believe not Christ and his word, all must
confess who have only natural discernment

and understanding. All who acknowledge

Christ to be the Son of God, and his word
as the truth, acknowledge that his com-

mands are eternal life, and that they seek

no other worship, word, sacraments, or

means of reconciliation, nor another wa}^

of life than that which Christ, God's own
Son, presented and taught them by the

word of his truth.

Hence it is evident, that where sincere and
true faith is, which avails before God, which

is a gift from him, and comes from hearingthe
holyword,throughtheblossoming tree oflife,

full of all manner of precious fruits of right-

eousness, such as the fear and love of God,
mercy, friendship, chastity, temperance, hu-

mility, candor, truth, peace and joy in the

Holy Ghost, <S:c., there is a sincere, evangel-

ical, pious faith; there also are the sincere,

gospel fruits of an evangelical natru'e.

I say gospel fruit, for the strange fruit,

such as infant baptism, masses, matins,

vespers, caps, palms, crosses, chapels, al-

tars, bells, &c., know not the gospel, for

they are neither commanded of God, nor of

Jesus Clirist, his Son, nor by the apostles

and prophets, therefore, are they abomina-
tions and not believing fruits, even as the

golden calf was with Israel, the worship of

Baal, the high places, altars and churches,

and the crime of making their children pass

through the fire.

The true evangelical faith looks upon, and
has respect to the doctrine, ceremonies, com-

mands, prohibitions, and unblamable ex-

amples of Christ alone, and strives to con-

1
form thereto with all its powers, even as fire

j

in its nature can produce nothing but com-

bustion and flame ; the sun, nothing but

, light and heat; the water causes moisture,

I

and a good tree brings good fruit after its

natural properties; and thus upright, evan-

gelical faith produces true evangelical fruit,

and that, after its true, good, evangelical

nature; yea, even as an honest,virtuous bride,
, by the virtue and the natm'e ofnatural love, is

' ever ready to hear and obey the voice of her

bridegroom ; and from a sincere, pious dispo-

sition, favor and love which she has for and
towards him, will ever so conduct herself,

before her most faithful ft-iend and beloved

husband, whom she respects and loves with

, all her heart, that for his sake she vohmtarily
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endiu'es w]ia,t ever may befall lier; even also

it is with a sincere, regenerated believer, who
has been joined to Christ, by grace through
faith ; he has become one with Christ throngh
this ardent love, that he is ever willing and
prepared to do his bidding and will, to en-

dm-e all things for the sake of the holj' name
of Jesus, in evil as well as in good report.

Eager to endure all things that may befall

him at any time, be it joy or tribulation,

satiation or hunger, refreshing or thirst,

honor or dishonor, in good or bad report,

in prison or at liberty, in exile or at home,
ease or discomfort, life or death. Such a

soul partakes of her bridegroom's nature
and disposition, is pious in heart and
thought; true in words and well seasoned;
all her waj^s are righteousness, devoutness;

wise as the serpent; harmless as the dove;
a genuinely pious disposition, fidelity, zeal,

peace, feiTent prayer, an unl)lamable con-

duct, a sincere, pure, brotherly love, and a
voluntary obedience to Christ and his holy
word; for the righteous live by faith, as we
shall iucontrovertibly and plainly show, b}^

the grace of God, in the following examples,
recorded and testified to in the holy Script-

m-es, Amen.

XOAH'S FAITH.

The holy Scriptures testify concerning

Noah, the son of Lamech, that he found
grace before the Lord, because he was a

righteous man, unwavering and perfect in

his generation. Peter calls him a preacher

of righteousness. High and glorious is the

testimony, whicli is given fn the Scriptures

concerning this man.

When all the world was depraved before

God, and the face of all the earth was full

of wickedness, the sons of God saw" the

daughters of men that they were fair, and
they took them wives of all whom they

chose, and would not suffer themselves to

be reproved by the Spirit of God; then spake
the Lord, I will yet give them respite for

a hundred and twenty years; he also gave
jSToah a command, that he should make a
ship or ark, by which he and his house

might be saved from the coming flood, for

God the Lord was about to destroy the

whole world with water. Noah believed the

word of the Lord with all his heart, and
kept it in his mind, as if he saw it before

him with his eyes. He commenced building

as he had been commanded, for he believed

with his whole heart, that the threatened

punishment would come. And when the ap-

pointed year was completed, and the dis-

obedient, wicked v/orld repented not, the

word of the Lord must be accomplished.

Noah went into the ark with all clean and
unclean creatures as the Lord commanded

him. The same day that he entered the ark,

the fountains of the great deep were broken
up, and the windows of heaven were opened,

and it rained forty days and forty nights,

till all the high mountains upon the face of

the whole earth were covered; fifteen cubits

upward did the waters prevail ; and all

j

creatiu-es upon the earth that had in them
! the breath of life, as men, bii"ds, beasts and

j

worms were destroyed. Noali and his fami-

ly, together with the animals which were

j

with him in the ark, were preserved in the

I

ark by the power and grace of Almighty
God, in whom Noah trusted with all his

I heart.

: Through faith, saith Paul, Noah honored
God, and prejjared the ark for the salvation

of his house, according to the divine com-
mand which was not yet seen, through
which he condemned the world, and became

:
an inheriter of the righteousness which is

by faith.

Oh! lovely example, O glorious pattern of

a sure and firm faith. For, as he believed

his God, so was he upright and unwavering.
He believed the threatened punishment firm-

ly, as if he saw it before his eyes, and there-

fore he labored so many years, and, through
the eternal Spirit of Christ, he warned the

imbelieving, disobedient spirits, or men led

captive by sin, to repent and reform. He
feared the word of the Lord, and doubted
not that it would haj^pen as the Lord had


