
FAITH. Ill

that it is all hatred and lying which the

scribes teacli and cast up, tonching our faith

concerning the sword, sedition, polj'gamy,

&c. I speak of that, which I and my beloved

brothers preach and teach, verbally or by
writing, publicly or privately, to all the well

disposed.

Cordially beloved brothers, when we can,

with spiritual eyes, I'ighth' see into the im-

pure, abominable doctrine of faith, with all

the abominable unbelief and blind evil life,

resulting from siich abominable doctrine of

those, w-ho boast themselves to be clrristians,

then we may with jiropriety be astonished,

yea, grieved to death at their great blind-

ness and grievous errors. For however in-

human and rude, it must be called the holy
christian faith.

THE PAPISTIC BELIEF.

It is true, the papists teach and believe,

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that he
offered up Hs flesh, andshed his blood for us,

but if we would enjoy them, and be partak-

ers thereof, we must adhere to and obey the

pope and his church, hear mass, receive the

holy water, perform pilgrimages, call upon
the mother of the Lord, and the departed

saints, confess at least twice a year, receive

papistic absolution, have our childi-en bap-

tized, and commemorate the holy days. The
priests must vow chastity ; the bread in the

mass, must be called the flesh, and the wine,

the blood of Christ; besides all their other

idolatrjr and abominations, which are daily

practiced by them.

And all this is called, by these poor, ig-

norant people, the most holy christian faith,

and the institution of the holy christian

clmrch. Although it is nothing but mere
Imman opinion, self-chosen righteousness,

seductive hypocrisj^, manifest deception of

the soul, ungodly, indecent bodily nourish-

ment and gain of lazy priests, an accursed

abomination, an incensing of God, a dis-

graceful blasphemy, an unworthy despising

of the blood of Christ, a self-devised under-

taking, and a disoliedient contumacy to the

divine word. In short, a false, offensive,

divine worship, and open idolatry, of which
Jesus Christ (to whom the Father points us)

has not left or commanded us a single letter

of all these things.

It does not suffice that they practice such

abominations; thej^ not only also despise

as vain and useless all true fruits of faith,

commanded of God himself, the sincere,

pure love and fear of God, the love and

sei-vice of our neighbor, the true sacraments

and divine service, &c., but they also revile

them as damnable and heretical, and exter-

minate and persecute them. I think this

may properly be called a sect.

THE LUTHERAN BELIEF.

The Lutherans teach and believe, that we
are saved by faith alone, withoiit any re-

gard to works. They maintain this doctrine

as firmly as though works vv'ere not at all

necessary; yea, that faith is of such a nat-

ure that no work can be suffered or allowed

beside it. And, therefore, had the highly

important, zealous, and earnest epistle of

James (because he reproves such a frivolous,

vain doctrine and faith), to be esteemed and

considered as straw. O presumption I Is

the doctrine straw, then must also the cho-

sen apostle, the faithful servant and witness

of Clu-ist, who wrote and taught it, have
been a man of straw; this is as clear as the

meridian sun. For the doctrine shows the

character of the man.
Let every one take heed, how, and what

he teaches ; for with this same doctrine they

have led the reckless and ignorant, great


