
FAITH. Ill

that it is all hatred and lying which the

scribes teacli and cast up, tonching our faith

concerning the sword, sedition, polj'gamy,

&c. I speak of that, which I and my beloved

brothers preach and teach, verbally or by
writing, publicly or privately, to all the well

disposed.

Cordially beloved brothers, when we can,

with spiritual eyes, I'ighth' see into the im-

pure, abominable doctrine of faith, with all

the abominable unbelief and blind evil life,

resulting from siich abominable doctrine of

those, w-ho boast themselves to be clrristians,

then we may with jiropriety be astonished,

yea, grieved to death at their great blind-

ness and grievous errors. For however in-

human and rude, it must be called the holy
christian faith.

THE PAPISTIC BELIEF.

It is true, the papists teach and believe,

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that he
offered up Hs flesh, andshed his blood for us,

but if we would enjoy them, and be partak-

ers thereof, we must adhere to and obey the

pope and his church, hear mass, receive the

holy water, perform pilgrimages, call upon
the mother of the Lord, and the departed

saints, confess at least twice a year, receive

papistic absolution, have our childi-en bap-

tized, and commemorate the holy days. The
priests must vow chastity ; the bread in the

mass, must be called the flesh, and the wine,

the blood of Christ; besides all their other

idolatrjr and abominations, which are daily

practiced by them.

And all this is called, by these poor, ig-

norant people, the most holy christian faith,

and the institution of the holy christian

clmrch. Although it is nothing but mere
Imman opinion, self-chosen righteousness,

seductive hypocrisj^, manifest deception of

the soul, ungodly, indecent bodily nourish-

ment and gain of lazy priests, an accursed

abomination, an incensing of God, a dis-

graceful blasphemy, an unworthy despising

of the blood of Christ, a self-devised under-

taking, and a disoliedient contumacy to the

divine word. In short, a false, offensive,

divine worship, and open idolatry, of which
Jesus Christ (to whom the Father points us)

has not left or commanded us a single letter

of all these things.

It does not suffice that they practice such

abominations; thej^ not only also despise

as vain and useless all true fruits of faith,

commanded of God himself, the sincere,

pure love and fear of God, the love and

sei-vice of our neighbor, the true sacraments

and divine service, &c., but they also revile

them as damnable and heretical, and exter-

minate and persecute them. I think this

may properly be called a sect.

THE LUTHERAN BELIEF.

The Lutherans teach and believe, that we
are saved by faith alone, withoiit any re-

gard to works. They maintain this doctrine

as firmly as though works vv'ere not at all

necessary; yea, that faith is of such a nat-

ure that no work can be suffered or allowed

beside it. And, therefore, had the highly

important, zealous, and earnest epistle of

James (because he reproves such a frivolous,

vain doctrine and faith), to be esteemed and

considered as straw. O presumption I Is

the doctrine straw, then must also the cho-

sen apostle, the faithful servant and witness

of Clu-ist, who wrote and taught it, have
been a man of straw; this is as clear as the

meridian sun. For the doctrine shows the

character of the man.
Let every one take heed, how, and what

he teaches ; for with this same doctrine they

have led the reckless and ignorant, great
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and small, citizens and the common people,

into such a fruitless, wild life, and hav^e so

much unbridled them, that we would scarce-

ly find sucli an ungodly and abominable
life among the Turks and Tartars, as we
see among them. Their open deeds l)ear

testimony ; for the excessive eating and
drinking; the superfluous pomp and splen-

dor, the whoring, lying, cheating, cursing,

swearing by the wounds, sacraments and
sufferings of the Lord, the shedding of blood
fighting, etc., which exist among many of

them, and, alas, have neither measure nor

bounds. In manj^ carnal things, both the

teachers and disciples are the same, as may
be seen. I well know, what I write, and
what 1 have heard and seen, I testify, and
I know that 1 testify- the tmth.

If any one can simpl.y say with them. Ah!
what dishonest knaves and villains these

desperate jjriests and monks are! The.y wish

them the venereal or some other disease;

the ungodly pope with his shorn crew, sa}^

the}', have deceived us long enough with

purgatorj', confession and fasting; Ave now
eat as we have hunger; fish or flesh, as we
desire ; for every creatiu-e of God is good,

says Paul, and is not to be rejected. But
what follows the}' do not want to understand
or know; namely, to (live as) the believing,

who know the truth and enj o_y it with thanks-

giving. They further saj". How shamefully

they have deceived us poor people, they have
robbed us of the blood of the Lord, and di-

rected us to their mummery and to their en-

chanting works. God ])e praised, we now
know that all our works avail nothing, for

the blood and death of Christ alone must
blot out, and pay for our sins. They begin

to sing a, psalm: Der Stride ist entzwei iind

w/'r sindfrei, <£•(•., i. e. The cord is cut asun-

der and we are at liberty, while the smell

of beer and wine issiies from their drunken
mouths and noses. Any one who can but

read this disticli, if he live ever so carnalh'.

is a good evangelical man, and a fine broth-

er. And should some one come, who would,

I in true and sincere love, admonish or re-

prove them, and direct them to Jesus Christ,

to his doctrine, sacraments and unblamable
example, and show that it does not become a
christian to carouse and drink, and to re-

vile and curse, &c., he must from that hour
hear, that he is a legalist {WerA'J/eih'ffe/-),

one who would take heaven by storm, or a

factionist, a fanatic or hypocrite, a defamer
of the sacrament, or an anabaptist.

Behold ! thus God, the righteous Lord,
suffers these to err and go astray in their

hearts, who rely upon the precious death

and the most holy flesh and blood of our

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, together

with his saving and reverent word, in their

sensual lusts and wantonness, and make it

I

an occasion of their unclean and sinful flesh.

It appears to me this may also truly be

called, a liberal and free sect.

THE BELIEF OF THE ENGLISH OR ZUIXGLIANS.

The .English, or Zuinglians believe and
;

confess that there are'two sons in Christ

Jesus, the one is God's son, without mother,
,

and impassive ; and the other is the son of
|

Mary, or the son of man, without father, and
passive. And in this passive son of Mary,
the impassitie Son of God dwelt; so that the

son of Mary, who was crucified, and died

for lis, was not the son of God. This was
acknowledged by one of their princij^al

,

teachers, called Martin Micron, also by one
,

Harman Yon Ronsen (if I recollect his name
rightly), before 7ne, two or three times in a
large assembly, in the year litiM.

Further, the said Micron, when I ques-

tioned him in relation to the aura seminis

of the woman, concerning which we had not

a few words, acknowledged and said: I have
to confess that a woman has no seminal

functions but an afflux of catamenial fluid

to the uterus. See, before God, it is the truth

that I wTite. He also wrote in a book,
printed in England ; these words, touching

the coagulating of the fluids in the uter-

us. If the fluids thus changed, as the book
says, and as he confesses, that a woman has
only catamenial fluids in the uterus, as said;

then, it is evident, that they believe (if thej^


