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there fair words ma}" indeed be, but in truth,

there is only unbelief, disobedience, wan-
tonness, presumption, and pei-verseuess.

I hereby entreat and admonish 3-ou, lie-

loved reader, not to be so obstinate against

the Lord, and say, Wliat can water avail us?

But do reflect that Christ Jesus himself was
baptized, Matt. 3: 13, altliough he was with-

o\it sin, neither was guile found in his mouth,
1 Pet. 2: 22; yea, who was himself right-

eousness, the way, the trutli, and the life.

Tell us then, what coidd water avail Christ,

who was all in all things? The disciples also

at Ephesus were re-baptized of Paul, because

V tliey knew nothing of the Holy Ghost, al-

though they had been baptized with the bap-

tism of John. If Clirist himself was baptized,

who was without sin, and others were re-bap-

tized of Paul, who had lieen baptized with

tlie baptism of John, which was also from
heaven, Wliy do you then despise the Lord's

baptism, you who are poor, miserable sin-

ners, who were baptized without knowledge
and faith, vdth the baptism of the dragon
and the beast ?

Cyprian, the Martyr, with his entire coun-

cil in Africa, resolved that those who were
baptized of heretics, should be re-baptized

with the christian baptism, and this for the

reason, that they maintained tliat the bap-

tism of heretics could not be tlie baptism of

Christ. Reflect a little, kind reader, who
they were that baptized you ; hj whom they

were sent; what kind of faith they had;
what kind of lives they led; with what doc-

trine and practices you were baptized. If

you will seriously reflect thereon, I hope by
the grace of God, if you desire true peace
and liberty of conscience, you will soon be
aware tliat you never knew either the ex-

ternal or internal baptism, much less re-

ceived it.

Behold, beloved reader, here you have
the tnie foxmdation and scriptiu-al instruc-

tions of the baptism of Christ, and an ex-

planation of the baptism of anti-christ.

Pray the Lord, the Most High, for a sound
and clear imderstanding, that you may sin-

cerely know the right and blessed truth, be-

lieve, and in the fear of the Lord, faithfully

observe it. Cease from all ixseless disputing

and gainsaying; for whosoever will dispute

and gainsay with the determination to re-

main in the broad way, will ruin his soul,

never walk with a good and sure conscience

before God, and always find occasion to dis-

pute and ^vlangle.

Therefore, do examine, believe, and obey
the word of God with a sincere and devout

heart, and be not deceived by being led into

the appearance ofgodliness, by fail- speeches,

and you will certainly obtain the sure doc-

trine of the saving truth, and the consoling

promise of grace. The Lord Jesus Christ

grant j^ou his grace. Amen.

THE LORD'S HOLY SUPPER.
You know, beloved sii-s, friends and breth-

ren, that every where much is written,

preached and said concerning the Lord's

Supper. But witli what knowledge, with

what faith, love, peace, unity, and after

what mann<'r and ordinance they celebrate

it, is plainly evident. It is true, tlie Lord
commanded, in the New Testament, the

}ireaking of bread, or thc^ last Supper, Init

not in the manner in wliicli you celel)rate it.

Your Lord's Supper is common to all, no
matter wlio, or what they are; to the avari-

cious, proud, gay, drunkards, liaters, idola-

tors, debauchees, adulterers, whoremongers,
and rogiies. It is also celebrated, as may
be seen, with abominable pomp and splen-

dor, with hypocrisy and idolatry; and be-

sides, it is dispensed by such ministers who
only seek worldly honor, ease and the satis-

faction of the cravings of their flesh and
bodies.

Since so many of you are so zealous

about the Lord's Supper, but not according

to the Scrij)ture, as you shall hear ; for your
table may more properly be called the dev-

il's table than the Lord's table, 1 Cor. 10: 21,
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I desire for Jesus' sake, tliat you would in

the true fear of God, reflect to wliom, why
and wherefore the Lord instituted, ordained

and left, this his last Supper, to his church,

so that it may prove to joxi a living and an
afl'ecting sign; that it might Ining to j^our

minds, and set forth the Lord's great and
abundant kindness, true peace, the love and
union of his church, the communion of his

flesh and blood; and that you may die to

unrighteousness, and every ungodly work;
live to righteoixsness and godliness ; re-

noimce the devil's table; and that .you may
sit down at the Lord's holy table, in the

church of Christ, with true faith, a pious,

penitent and regenerated life, and witli un-

feigned, brotherly love.

Thus saith Paul, "I have received of the

Lord that which also I delivered unto you,

that the Lord Jesus, the same night in wliich

he was betraj'ed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, lie brake it and said.

Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken
for you ; this do in remembrance of me.

After the same manner he took the cup,

when he had supped, saying, Tliis cup is the

New Testament in my blood, this do 3^e, as

oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me."
1 Cor. 11:2S—25.
Here you have Paul's explanation of the

words of the Holy Supper, instituted by
Jesus Christ, Luke 22 : 19, 20, concerning

which words, the learned have disputed
much ; and alas, some of them, tlirough

their idolatrous misunderstanding (if we
may call it such, and not pride), liave dis-

puted at the expense of much innocent

])lood; and what holy Paul says concern-

ing them, is fulfilled, "Professing them-

selves to be wise, they became fools," Rom.
1: 22. For they disputed most about the

sign, which avails little, but tlie thing signi-

fied for which the sign was instituted, which
avails much, they touch not. In my opin-

ion, they also pay little attention as to what
the qualification of the guests or communi-
cants should be, in order to sit with Christ

at his table, and to celebrate this Holy Sac-

rament.

There is not a single word commanded in

the Scriptures, that should give cause for

dispute concerning the visible and tangible

sign, or what it signifies. The spiritual, judge
6

all things spiritually. For whatever that

maybe in substance, it can be handled, seen

and tasted. But this we should most con-

sider, that we in om* weakness ought to fol-

low, and as much as possible conform our-

selves to the signification, that is, that whicli

is set forth, represented and taught by this

sign to all true chi'istian believers.

On this account, we will not trouble the

well meaning and pious reader, with jar-

ring, fruitless disputing, concerning the out-

ward sign, as the learned do; but we only
desire, by the help and grace of the Lord,
by the power of the divine word, to point
out correctl.y, for whom, and wliy Christ

Jesus left and ordained this Supper; so that

we may not esteem the visible sign above
the reality, and depart from the truth to

images.

To come to a right, profitable and chris-

tian xmderstanding of the Lord's Holy Slip-

per, what it is, to whom, why, and where-

fore it was enjoined, four things in particu-

lar should be observed and well considered.

In the first place, we must take heed that

we do not, as some, who make the visible,

perishable bread and wine, the Lord's real

flesh and blood. To believe tliis, is contrary

to nature, reason and Scripture ; yea, it is

open blasphemy of the Son of God, abomi-
notion and idolatry. But as Israel had to

hold the passover annually, at the appoint-

ed time according to the command of Moses,

to commemorate that the Almighty God, the

God of Abraham, of Isaac and Jacob, did

graciously preserve his people from the pun-
ishment and plagues, wlien he slew the first

born of the Egyptians; and by his strong

hand and outstretched arm, so gloriously

and wonderfully led them out, and redeemed
them from the iron furnace of Egj^it and the

di-ead tyranny and dominion of Pharaoh,
according to the word of Ids promise, and

i
hence the pasclial Jamb is called the Lord's

]?assafi, that is, passover; the sign for the re-

ality; for the lamh was not the passover al-

though so called, but it only tj-pified the

passover, as said. So in the Holy Supper,

the bread is called the body, and the icine

the hlood of the Lord, Matt. 26: 26—28. I

say the sign is put for tlie reality* not that

* Reality, the thing signifierl or typified.
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it actually is the real flesh and blood of

Chi'ist; for with that he ascended into heav-

en, and sitteth at the right hand of his Fath-

er, immortal, and nnchangeable, in eternal

majesty and glory; bnt it is an admonish-
ing type and memorial that Jesus Clu'ist the

Son of God has redeemed us from the power
of the devil, from the dominion of hell and
eternal death, by offering up an immaculate
sacrifice, his innocent flesh and blood, and
has triumphantly led us into the kingdom
of his gi'ace, as he himself says, "This do
in remembrance of me," Luke 22: 19.

In the second place, it is to be observed,

that there is no greater evidence of love,

than that one suffers death for another, as

Christ says, "Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for

his friends,'' John 1.^: 13. Since this holy
sign is only a memorial of the Lord's death,

and since deatli is tlie greatest evidence of

love, as said, we are therefore reminded,
when we are at the Lord's table, to eat his

bread and to drink his cup, that we not only
earnestly show forth and remember his

death, but also all the glorious fruits of di-

vine love, manifested towards us, in Christ;

namely, that God, in the beginning, made
man after his image, incorruptible, placed
him in Paradise, and made all creatiu-es

subject to him. When he was beguiled of

the serpent, he was cheered and comforted
with the promise of a coming Conqueror
and Savior, Jesus Christ. God sent Moses
and the prophets, who sedulously practiced

the law, and pointed to the promised Clirist

and his kingdom. Christ Jesus, according
to the promise of the Scriptures, finally ap-
peared in this world, a true man, born of
the Virgin Mary, and in much misery, af-

fliction and labor, preached the saving and
gracious word to the house of Israel; sought
the lost sheep, and brought them to their

true Shepherd; appeased and reconciled us
before the Father, through his painful death
and precious blood, Rom. 8:3. As he him-
self says, "For God so loved the world, that

he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him, should not perish, but
have everlasting life," John 3: 16.

Oh, wonderful, unsearchable and incom-
prehensible love of God ! He did not send
into this unfriendly world an angel, a pa-

triarch, or a prophet, but his eternal AL-
MIGHTY WORD, his ETERNAL WIS-
DOM, the brightness of his glory, in the

form of sinful flesh, and "made him to be
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him,"

2 Cor. 5:21.

My good reader, do not understand this

as if Christ had been a sinner; by no means.
The Scriptures acquit him of all sin. He
was the spotless lamb. He knew not sin,

neither was guile found in his mouth. But
Paul calls him s/'n, according to the Hebrew
manner of expression; that is, an oflering

for sin, as the prophet says, " He was wound-
ed for our transgressions, he was bruised for

our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his stripes were
we healed, Isa. 53: 5. He gave his life as

an offering for sin.

Behold, worthy reader, all those who sin-

cerely believe in this glorious love of God,
this abundant, great blessing of gi-ace in

Christ Jesus, manifested toward us, are

more and more renewed through such a
faith; their hearts overflow with joy and
peace; they break forth with joyful hearts,

in all manner of thanksgiving; they praise

and glorify God with all their hearts, be-

cause they, with a good conscience have re- [

•

ceived the Spirit; they believe and know
that the Father loved us, so that he gave us
poor, wretched sinners, his own and Eternal

Son, with his merits, as a gift and an eternal

ransom, as Paul says. The grace and love

of God, our Savior, appeared not on ac-

count of the works of righteousness, which
we have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration,/
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost; which
he shed on us abundantly, through Jesus
Christ our Savior, "That being justified by
his grace, we should be made heirs accord-

ing to the hope of eternal life," Tit. 3 : 7.

Here it is proper to observe, how the

Righteous died for the unrighteous, when
we were yet sinners and enemies; how the

spotless Lamb was prepared for us, in the

fire of affliction, suffered upon the cross, and
was offered an eternal propitiation for our
sins ; how the Creator of all things was
bruised for oiu' sakes, and he, who was
above all the children of men, became the
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most unworthy, and was counted witL. evil

doers ; how the Innocent bore the sins

of the whole world, blotted out all our

transgressions, and redeemed us with his

crimson blood, as the Scriptui-es declare,

"I restored that which I took not away,"

Ps. 69: 4. In short, how that Jesus Christ

through his obedience, delivered Adam and

all his seed from the consequences of diso-

bedience, and by his painful death, again

restored life.

The apostle Paul acknowledged this great

and glorious work of divine love, broke

forth and said, "Who shall separate us

from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation,

or distress, or persecution, or famine, or

nakedness, or peril, or sword, as it is writ-

ten. For thy sake we are killed all the day
long; we are accounted as sheep for the

slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are

more than conquerors thi'oiigh him that

loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither

death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali-

ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor

things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor

any other creature, shall be able to sejiarate

us fi'om the love of God, which is in Christ

Jesus our Lord," Rom. 8: 35—39.

And this is what John says, Let us love

him for he first loved us. Nature teaches

us to love those who love us. And this is

the lirst fruit of the Holy Sacrament, if right-

ly celebrated.

In the third place we have to obsei-ve,

that by the Lord's Supper we are reminded

of, and admonislied to christian unity, love,

and peace, after which all true christians

should seek and strive. "For we being

many," saj^s Paul, "are one bread, and one

body; for we are all partakers of that one

bread," 1 Cor. 10: 17.

Like as natural bread is made of many
grains, broken by the mill, and kneaded to-

gether with water, and baked by the heat of

the tire; so is the chm-ch of Christ made up
of many ti-ue believers, broken in their

hearts, with the hammer of the divine word,

\/ and are baptized with the water of the Holy
Ghost, and with the iire of pure, unfeigned

love, into one bodj^, 1 Cor. 12: 13. And as

the natiual body is in harmony and peace

with all its members, and as each member
natm'ally discharges its duty to promote

the good of the whole body; thus it also be-

comes the true and living members of the

body of Clu'ist, to be in harmony, of one
heart, one mind and one soul ; not quarrel-

some and unpeaceable, not spiteful and en-

vious, not cniel and hateful, not malicious,

not obstinate or rancorous, one toward an-

other, like the ambitious, covetous, and the

proud of this world; but in all things, one
toward another, be long sixffering, friendly,

peaceable, ever ready in true christian love

to serve his neighbor in all things possible;

by exhortation; by reproof, by comforting,

by assisting, by counseling, with deed and
with possessions, yea, with bitter and hard
labor, with body and life. Ready to forgive

one another, as Christ forgives and serves

us with his word, life and death, as Paul
says, "Put on, therefore, as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kind-

ness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-

sutfering; forbearing one another, and for-

giving one another, if any man have a quar-

rel against any ; even as Christ forgave you,

so also do ye; and above all things, put on
charity, which is the bond of perfectness;

and let the peace of God rule in youi- hearts,

to the which also ye are called in one body;
and be thankful," Col. 3: 12—15.

And again; as in the natm-al body, the

more honorable members, such as the eye,

the ear, the mouth, &c., do not despise the

less honorable members, on accoimt of their

inferiority ; and as the inferior members do
not envy the superior members, on account

of their superiority, but as every member in

its place, is peaceable, and contributes to

the good of the whole l)ody, be its func-

tions high or low; so it is also in the church

of the Lord. Paul says. Some he appointed

apostles ; some prophets ; some evangelists

;

some pastors and teachers. Let every one

be mindful that he boasts not of what he is,

has, or possesses, for it is all the grace and
gift of God. Let every one attend to his

duty, "for the perfecting of the saints, for the

work of the ministry, for the edifying of the

body of Christ; till we all come in the unity

of the faith, and of the knowledge of the

Son of God, unto a perfect man, imto the

measure of the stature of the fullness of

Clmst,"Eph. 4: 12, 13.

This is also set forth in the Holy Supper;
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but how the world, calling themselves chris-

tians, live up to this, is sho\\Ti by their fruits

and actions.

In the fourth place, we have to observe,

that the Holy Supper is the communion of

the body and l)lood of Christ, as Paul says,

"The cup of blessing which we bless, is it

not the communion of the blood of Clirist 'i

The bread which we break, is it not the

communion of the body of Chi-ist 'i
" 1 Cor.

10: 16.

Since then it is a communion, as said, we
would fraternally exhort all of you, tliat

you would earnestly examine youi'selves,

wliether you have been made partakers of

C^uist'? Whether you are flesh of his flesh,

and bone of his bone ? "Whether you are in

Clirist, and Christ in you ? For all who
would worthily eat of this bread, and drink

of this cup, must be changed in the inner

man, and converted and renewed in their

minds, through the power of the divine

word and the operation of faith-, become
new creatures, born of Grod, and translated

from Adam into Christ; be of a christian

disposition, long suffering, peaceable, mer-

ciful, affectionate, truly humble, and obe-

dient to the word of the Lord. The proud,

ambitious, selflsh and carnal heart must be

circumcised; the evil eye must be plucked

out; the ear that delights to hear evil, must

be closed ; the unprofitable, backbiting

tongue must be bridled ; the imclean, bloody

hand miist be cleansed ; the impure, un-

chaste flesh must be restrained, &c.; they

must lead a crusade against the world, the

flesh and the devil ; their loins must be girded
about mth truth ; having on the breast-plate

ofrighteousness ; their feet shod with the pre-

paration of the gospel of peace. They must

be armed with the shield of faith; with the

lielmet of salvation, and the sword of the

Spirit. They must be led by the Spirit of

God, that they may become sincere chris-

tians; and strive with all their powers, that

they, in their weakness, may be like-minded

with Christ Jesus, Rom. 8: 14.

When Christ instituted and celebrated the

Holy Supper with his beloved disciples, he

said, With desire I have desii-ed to eat this

passover with you before I suffer. Then he

took the bread, and brake it, and said. Take,

eat, this is my body which is broken for you.

Likewise also the wine. This cup is the New
Testament in my blood, &c. ; this do in re-

membrance of me, 1 Cor. 11 : 34, 25, as if he
had said. Behold, dear children, so far has
that love wliich I have had for you and the

whole human family, and ever shall have
for you, constrained me, that I left the glory

of my Father, came into this world of afflic-

tion, and am as a poor, miserable servant,

to serve you, for I beheld that jov. all be-

longed to satan, and there was none to re-

deem you; that you had all gone astray,

like erring sheep, and there was none who
cared for you; that you were a prey to de-

voui'ing wolves, and there was none to ran-

som 3^ou ; that you were wounded with

death, and there was none that could heal

you. Therefore, did I come from heaven,

and became a poor, weak, and dying man,
in all things like unto you, sin excepted.

In my great love I zealously sought you,

and I found you helpless, loathsome, and
miserable, yea, half dead, the services of my
love I have so cordially manifested toward
you; yoiu' sores I boimd up; your blood I

wiped off; I poured wine and oil into your
putrid wounds; set you free from the jaws
of the bears and lions of the pit; I laid you
upon my shoulders, and led you into the

tabernacles of peace; your nakedness I cov-

ered; had compassion on you in your mis-

ery; I fulfilled the law for you; yom- sins I

took away; I proclaimed to you the peace,

the grace and favor of my Father; I made
known to you his good will; I pointed out

the way of truth ; and I have powerfully

testified to you, by my rmheard-of signs and
great miracles, that I am the true Messiah,

the promised Prince and Savior.

Behold, beloved childi'en, so long have I

been with you, taught my Father's word,

admonished, reproved and comforted in his

name; but now my hour- is at hand; this

night I shall be betrayed. All that the pro-

phet said of me has come to an end. But
since I can serve you no longer with my
doctrine and life, I will, at last, seiTe you
with my painful suflerings, body, blood,

cross, and death.

j

And this is the reason why I called you
1 to this Supper, so that I might institute a
' memorial for you in the use of bread and
wine, that you might occasionally come to-
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getlier after my death, and commemorate
the gi-acioiis favors of my ardent love, so

abundantly manifested towards you; and
especially, that I loved you so dearly,

that I offered my body ; and shed my
blood for you. Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for

his friends. I have by my death obtained

for you everlasting reconciliation, grace,

mercy, favor and peace with my Father, as

I told you, namely, "Even as the Son of

man came not to be ministered unto, but to

minister, and to give his life a ransom for

many," Matt. 20:28.

Beloved reader, take notice of the word of

the Lord and this institution. For where

this Holy Supper is celebrated with such

faith, love, devotion, peace, harmony, and
so much sincerity of heart, there Jesus Christ

Y is present with his gi-ace, Spirit, and pro-

mise, and with the merits of his sufferings,

misery, flesh, blood, cross and death; as he

himself says, "Where two or three are gath-

ered together in my name, there am I in the

midst of them," Matt. 18: 20. But where the

pure knowledge of Christ, living faith, the

new life, christian love, peace and harmony
do not exist, there is not the Lord's Supper,

but a despising and mocking of the blood

and death of Christ, a consolation of the

impenitent, a seducing hypocrisy, and open
blasphemy and idolatry; as, alas! weknow
and see by the world.

Oh ! delightful assembly and christian

banquet, commanded and ordained of the

Lord himself, where there are no carnal

pleasures to gratify the flesh and appetites,

but where are set forth, sought for, and de-

sired by all true christian believers, the glo-

rious and holy mysteries, by the visible

signs of bread and wine.

Oh ! delightful assembly and christian

banquet, where there is no unseasonable,

slanderous mockery, and where no trivial

songs are sung; but where the pious chris-

tian life, peace, and harmony among all the

bretkreu; besides the joyful word of divine

gi'ace, his gi-acious kindness, favor, love,

sei-vice, tears, prayers, cross and death are

set forth, and taught with cordial thanks-
giving and devout joy.

Oh ! delightful assembly and chi'istian

banquet, to which the impenitent and proud

despisers, according to Scripture, are not in-

vited; such as whore-mongers, rogues, adul-

terers, debauchees, the giddy, robbers, liars,

defrauders, tyrants, shedders of blood, idol-

ators, slanderers, &c., for sucli are not the

people of the Lord; but those, who are born
of God, the true christians, who have biu'ied

their sins, and walk with Christ in a new
and godly life ; those who crucify their flesh

;

who are led by the Holy Spirit; who sin-

cerely believe in God; who seek, fear, and
love him, and in their weakness, willingly

serve and obey him; such are members of

his body; flesh of his flesh, and bone of his

bone.

Oh! delightful assembly and christian

banqiret, where neither gluttonous eating

and drinking is practiced, nor the impious
' vanity of piping and drumming is heard;

but where the hungry consciences are filled

with the heavenly bread of the divine word, \^
and with the wine of the Holy Ghost; and
where the peaceful, joyful souls are singing

melodies before the Lord.

Awaken, O you, who sit in darkness and
walk in the region and shadow of death.

Awaken, I say, and observe that the supper,

which you have held to the present, is not

the supper of Christ, but of anti-christ; not

the table of the Lord, but the table of the

devil. For it is generally dispensed only

by open deceivers, and worshippers of idols

;

and received by a people who are as yet en-

tirely obstinate and carnally minded, dis-

believing and rebellious against the word
of God. And moreover, they believe it to

be the real body and blood of the Lord, and
celebrate it with such imbecoming, heathen-

ish pomp and splendor. O! abomination

and idolatry !

!

Beloved reader, I bear witness to the truth

in Christ and lie not, that the Holy Supper

of Christ is not to be dispensed by a de-

ceiver, nor to be received by an impenitent

and obstinate sinner. It does not require

such a gorgeous and splendid array, as

that in which the world is w^ont to celebrate

it; neither golden vessels, nor hypocritical

semblance of confessions, absolution, bow-

ing, and smiting upon the breast, &c., but

it must becelebratedwith abroken heart, true

penitence, a humble mind, with unfeig-ned,

ardent love, with peace and joy in the Holy
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Ghost. Again I say, awaken, and reflect

upon what I write. God's work is not imi-

tating a dead letter; it is not trifling; nor is

it tlie sounding of many bells and organs,

and of singing ; but it is a heavenly power,

a living, moving of the Holy Ghost, which

warms the heart and mind of the believers

;

pei-vades, comforts, anoints, encourages,

awakens and enlivens them ; makes them
joyful and happy in God. For this is the

tiiie natui'e and power of the Lord's word,

if it be rightly preached, and of his Holy
Sacraments, if rightly used.

It is, therefore, high time, to take heed to

the word of the Lord; for all who are earth-

ly and carnally minded, are not born of

God and his word; are obstinately averse

to the Lord's word; love not their neigh-

bors, nor are ready to help them; and are

not in the communion of God, therefore they

cannot be members of his body, or guests

at his table. For Paul says. To be carnally

minded, is death. Christ says. Those who
are not born from above, cannot see the

kingdom of God. Samuel says. Disobedi-

ence is as iniquity and idolatry. John says,

He that loveth not his brother (neighbor),

abideth in death. Again, He that loveth

not, knows not God, for God is love. In

short, without love, all preaching, all faith,

baptizing, celebrating the Lord's Supper,

prophesying and suffering are vain.

We do, therefore, admonish all those de-

siring to celebrate this Supper, that they

would rightly learn to know what the true

Supper is, what it signifies, how and where-

fore it is to be used, and who are to be par-

takers of it. And then also to examine
themselves well, as Paul teaches, before

they eat of this bread and drink of this cup

;

that they do not comfort themselves Avith

the visible sign, and err in regard to the re-

ality represented by the signs ; for they

who know not Christ and his righteousness,

believe not him and his word, and walk not

according thereto ; but according to the sii-

perstitious doctrines and commands of men,
and partake of the Lord's table, eat and
drink damnation to themselves.

All who have received the word of the

Lord through faith, acknowledged it to be
true, and have again transgressed it, and
have not continued to walk in the acknowl-

edged truth, but are walking again in the

broad way, have returned to the love of the

world, and are rejecting Clirist and his

word, and depending upon the seducing

doctrines, the interpretations and false pro-

mises of the learned; such have no part at

the Lord's table, for they are without God,
as John says, "Whosoever transgresseth,

and abideth not in the doctrine of Clirist,

hath not God," 2 John 1: 9.

All who walk in the pride of their hearts,

despise their neighbor on account of pov-

erty, distress and affliction, and know not

that they themselves are poor mortals, seed

of Adam, food for worms, and a wilting

flower; yea, dust and earth, whether they

are emperor, king, rich, or learned, and all

who thus sit at the Lord's table with a
proud heart, eat and drinli damnation
themselves.

All who boast of the Lord's Spirit, name,
covenant, word, knowledge, merits, grace,

blood and death, yet reject his holy counsel,

doctrine, command, ordinance and his un-

blamable example, despise and grieve his

Holy Spirit, hate, defraud and speak falsely

against their neighbor, and sit at the Lord's

table, eat and diink damnation to them-

selves.

All who love houses, lands, possessions,

fr-iends, children, the world, favor, ease of

the body, honor and this life, more than
they do Christ and his word, and attend the

Lord's table, eat and drink damnation to

themselves. Christ says. He that loveth any
thing more than me, is not worthy of me,

and cannot be my disciple. Matt. 10: 37;

Luke 14: 26.

And this is the siun of the whole matter,

that all those who would sit at the Lord's

table, with the disciples and guests of Christ,

whether rich or poor, high or low, must be
sound in the faith, and unblamable in con-

duct and life. None are excepted; neither

emperor nor king, prince nor earl, loiight

or nobleman. Yea, as long as tliey err in

doctrine and faith, and are in their lives

carnal and blamable, they are by no means
to be permitted, with the pious to partake

of the communion of the Holy Supper ; for

they are not in Christ, and therefore must
remain without, till they are truly converted

to Chiist; walk in theways of the Lord, are
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of one spirit and one faith with Christ and
liis chnrch. For the Lord's Snpper is a com-
munion of tlie flesh and blood of Christ,

which is not to be given to the ungodly and
obdm-ate, but to the sincere, penitent, chris-

tian believers, as a pledge of reconciliation.

If any one has a good appearance before

men, and is inwardly proud, avaricious,

carnal and without the Spirit of God, he is

not judged of the church, but of the Lord
himself, the Searcher and Trier of men's

hearts and reins, as the Scripture says. We
do, therefore, admonish all those who would
go to the Lord's table; to examine them-
selves before they partake of it; for all who
eat imworthily of this bread, and chink of

this wine, eat and drink damnation to them-

selves, 1 Cor. 11: 29.

Thus, beloved sirs, friends and brethren,

does the Holy Supper instruct and admon-
ish us: First, The bread, as the body of

Christ, which he offered for us, and the cup,

the blood of Christ which he shed in great

love, for the remission of our sins.

Li the second place, we are admonished
to union, love, and peace, which must be
among all true cluistians, according to the

spirit, doctrine and example of Christ; for

Paul says, "We being many are one bread,

and one body," &c.

In the third place, we are admonished
to a pious and unblamable life, to true

regeneration, which is of God ; to all right-

eousness, thanksgiving, peace and joy in ^.

the Holy Ghost. For it is a communion
of the blood and body of Christ, of which
no one is a partaker, nor can be, unless

he becomes a humble, peaceable, pious
christian, dead unto sin, and born of God
according to his word; one who is in Christ,

and Christ in him; flesh of his flesh, and
bone of his bone, is a true partaker
of the body and blood of Christ ; as

Paul says, "We are made partakers of

Chi'ist, if we hold the beginning of our con-

fidence steadfast unto the end," Heb. 3: 14.

Behold, beloved readers, here you have
the true instnictions concerning the Lord's

Holy Supper, with its significations, fruit,

power, natm-e, and the guests, as the mouth
of the Lord has ordained, and the holy
apostles have left and taught us; and with

what knowledge, faith, love, unity, peace,

piety, and according to what usage and or-

dinance it should be celebrated in the church

of God.
Herewith compare the supper of the world,

and you will learn to know which is the

tr^^e one ; what an abomination anti-clu'ist

has made of it, what enchantments he prac-

ticed with it, and how we poor sinners,

with all our forefathers, have, as idolatrous

Israel of old, for hundreds of years, offered

incense unto the brazen serpent, and danced

before the golden calf. O ! my faithful read-

er, fear God, with sincerity examine the

Scriptures, and believe the truth.

THE CORRUPTION OF THE HOLY SUPPER.

The Scriptm-es teach that we have no oth-

er offerings for sin than the body of the

Lord, as before said. But since the enemies
of Christ have possessed the cathedral for

so many years, they have, as the Scriptures

teach, altered the laws of the Most High,

and instead thereof, instituted their abomi-
nation of desolation, and corrupted the Holy
Supper with their councils, violence and
false doctrine, till, alas! it retains but the

shadow, and the mere name, and this they
did to destroy and corrupt the true, eternal

offering of Clirist, which alone avails with

God, and changed it into a daily offering

for sin, as we may plainly read in the can-

ons of the mass ; which undoubtedly is an

abomination of abominations ; for thereby,

Jesus Christ, the all-sufficient and eternal

offering, is entirely renounced and made of

no effect, as the Propitiator and Mediator

of the New Testament. He is thrust from

the thi-one of his Majesty; his merits, cross,

blood, and death are rejected; yea, all the

types and shadows of Moses, all the predic-

tions of the prophets ; the promise of angels,

and the whole New Testament, are thereby
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denied; tlioiigli all harmoniously point to

the one and eternal offering of Clii;ist-, and
instead of it, tliey have ordained an nnlioly,

blind, seductive and carnal idolatry, with a

piece of bread ! Beloved reader, here put no
other construction upon these words ; for

what I write is the truth.

They have brought it so far with this un-

godly seduction, that they have arrogated

to themselves all power in heaven, upon
earth, and in hell ; they therefore break the

bread into three pieces. AYith ihejrrsf, they

reconcile God; with the second, thej' inter-

cede for the world; and with the third, as

they pretend, th<\y pray for the souls in

purgatory.

Through this accursed infamy they rose

so high in honor, that i\\ej are above all the

potentates of earth, whom they made their

own servants. By their li}"pocritical service

and enchanting idolatry, tliey have hoarded
money, goods, gold, silver, land, rents, clois-

ters, cities, principalities and the dominions

of this world ; because every one loved this

splendid service as a holy and divine work;
honored and feared their exalted and pom-
pous names as the messengers of God.
By this ingenious and subtle magic, the

Roman anti-christ has gained such respect

and authority ,that even the imperialm aj esty

,

the highest sovereignty on earth, whom we
are commanded of God to respect and fear,

had to humble himself and kiss his feet; yea,

what is still worse, Frederick Barbarossa, a
great and renowned emperor, could not be
reconciled with Pope Alexander III., until

he humbled himself at Venice, before the

churcli, and suifered the Pope to tread upon
liim with his feet

!

Behold, thus anti-christ has enchanted the

whole world with his offering. The gracious

Father be eternally praised, that lie has,

through his paternal grace delivered us, his

poor children, from tliis enchanting offering,

and given us to know the only and eternal

offering of his Son, Jesus Christ, who, ac-

cording to the order of Melchizedek, is or-

dained an eternal High Priest over the

house of God; who, in tlie days of his flesh,

offered up jirfi^yei'S and supplications with

strong crying and tears, unto him that was
able to save from death, and was lieard, be-

cause he honored God. Tliis one, I say, of-

fered an acceptable offering, a sweet smell-

ing sacrifice, of eternal worth, whereby he
appeases the Father's wi-ath, reconciles the

human race, opened heaven, closed hell ;

made peace between heaven and earth; and
sits now, and henceforth, at the right hand
of his Father, till his enemies be made his

foot-stool; yea, with this one offering, he
has perfected forever all those who are sanc-

tified. This cannot be gainsayed, whether

by emperor or king, doctor or teacher, angel

or devil. His word stands fu'm and immov-
able. He has with one offering, I sa.y with

one offering, perfected for ever tliose who
are sanctified.

O ni}^ beloved reader! I mean all those

:

who are yet without the Spirit of Christ and

j

his word, Take heed what the word of the

Lord teaches you, and observe the true doc-

trine of Christ, the true teachers, the true

I

sacraments, the tnxe chui'ch, and the true

ciu'istian life, which is of God, so that you
may once learn to know what kind of pas-

tors feed you ; what kind of baptism and
supper you practice; by what kind of offer-

ing you are reconciled; what kind of lives

you lead, and of whose body you are mem-
bers.

O how long, says Solomon, will you sim-

ple ones love simplicity? And you scorners

delight in scorning? How long will you re-

main under the heavy bondage of sin? How
long will you remain in the communion of

the devil, and suffer yourselves to be dragged
down to the abyss of liell by the cords of

unl)elief^ Awake, and ransom your poor
souls ! Come out from among them. Flee

from all false doctrine; avoid every appear-

ance of evil; believe in Christ Jesus; repent

and lead an unblamable life; follow Christ

with a sincere heart; enter into the house
and covenant of his everlasting peace, into

the communion of his flesh and blood. Take
upon you his easy yoke, and light burden,

and you will find rest for your souls
; you

may then of a truth say, that you are chris-

tians; that you have obtained the remission

of your sins, by the grace of God, tlirough

the merits of Christ; and that you are joint

heirs of the eternal kingdom. May God
grant unto you all his gi-ace and mercy,

Amen.
In the second place, the}- made the bread,
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denied; tlioiigli all harmoniously point to

the one and eternal offering of Clii;ist-, and
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blind, seductive and carnal idolatry, with a
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cause he honored God. Tliis one, I say, of-

fered an acceptable offering, a sweet smell-

ing sacrifice, of eternal worth, whereby he
appeases the Father's wi-ath, reconciles the

human race, opened heaven, closed hell ;

made peace between heaven and earth; and
sits now, and henceforth, at the right hand
of his Father, till his enemies be made his

foot-stool; yea, with this one offering, he
has perfected forever all those who are sanc-
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one offering, perfected for ever tliose who
are sanctified.

O ni}^ beloved reader! I mean all those

:

who are yet without the Spirit of Christ and

j
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I
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wine. Oil no ! he is unchangeable thi'oiigh

all eternity. Neither can he be confined in

any house, church nor chamber, in silver or

golden vessels ; for, according to his eternal,

divine Being, heaven is his throne and the

earth his footstool, and after liis holy hu-

manity, he asrended into h(^av<'n and sits

at the right hand of liis Fatlier. He is the

eternal and Almighty Powei-, Brightness,

Word, Truth, Wisdom, and image of God.
He has all power in heaven above and on
earth below, all things are under him; at

his name every knee shall bow, and every

tongue confess to him, that he is the Lord,

to the honor and glory of his Father, and
he will not appear again in the fiesh, but he
will come in the clouds of heaven, to judge
the goats and sheep.

Therefore I say again. He cannot be eaten,

nor can he be digested in the bod.y of man.
Augustine plainly acknowledges this; when
he says, "^^^ly do yon make ready to eat?

only believe, and you have eaten him."

Beloved reader, we well know, that Au-
gustine did not write this of the natural eat-

ing of the Holy Supper ; but of the spiritual

eating, which is by faith ; and with that

view, we adduced it, so that the god-fearing

reader might see the ditference between out-

wai'd and inward eating, and not mistake
the one for the other; for the external use of

the sign is nothing but a false appearance
and hjT^JOcrisj', if the thing which is invis-

ibly represented, is not connected with it.

That this is the case with infant baptism
and the world's supper, may l)e readily

proved from the Scriptures ; but where the

mystery is connected with the sign, for which
purpose it is ordained, there is the baptism
of Christ, and his Supper, as tlie Scriptures

teach. But this is hidden from the world.

They acknowledge that the Scriptures teach

a Supper, but what it actually is, what it

prefigures, and who are to partake of it,

they know not, so completely has the Baby-
lonian whore deceived and bewitched them
in this matter.

The Holy Supper, as taught by Christ and
his apostles, reproves all idolatry; foreign

mediums of reconciliation; hatred, discord,

and um'ighteousness ; for it directs alone to

the one offering of Cluist which was made
by his flesh and blood, once for all, as re-

lated; it represents christian peace, harmo-
ny, brotherly love, and a pious, iinblamable

life, as already said; therefore they desire

not this Supper, and have forsaken the

I

Lord's word and ordinances, and have
turned away fi-om tlie Creator to the crea-

ture, and from tli(^ true Reality, to tlie per-

I

isliable signs; ,yea, they call the disgraceful

i

and sinful mass, the sacrifice of the Lord;
and th(> bread and wine liis real flesh and
blood; for this is the custom and manner of

the ungodly, becaiise they know not the

tree God, the God of heaven and earth, and
believe not his holy and inestimable word;

;

luit hate the true service and are opposed

j

thereto. In God's stead they have a visible

i
and tangible creature ; and maintain a serv-

! ice of their o^vl^ choice. So did Israel with

j

the golden calf; with Baal and Moloch ; and
Antioch with his INIaosim (god of forces)

;

the Babylonians with, their Bel; the Egypt-
ians with their Isis, &c. From this source,

originates all disgraceful idolatry, wldch is

practiced with this abomination, siich as

carrying about the bread, exalting it, pray-

ing tliereto, offering of incense, and on every

occasion seeking to pay it Divine honor and
Divine service; to maintain which there is

not a tittle nor a letter, nor an inference, in

all the Scriptures. Yea, alas! many esteem

it so higlily, that they say this is the one

who reconciled us upon the cross. Even as

Israel said to the calf, "These be thy gods,

O Israel, which brought thee up out of the

land of Egypt," Exod. 32: 4.

Beside this, the use of the ci;p is withheld

from the people in the Roman church. If it

were the Lord's Supper, as they pretend,

they would, in every respect, use it accord-

ing to the ordinance of the Lord. But this

custom shows that it is not the Supper of

Christ, but a deluding sediiction of anti-

christ.

Therefore, be wise and sober, j'ou who
name yourselves after the name of Christ.

Spew out the wine of Babylonian whoredom
which you have drank. You have danced
and Inu-ned incense long enough to the

golden calf. Give the Almight}^ the praise

and honor due him; lest it happen to you
as it did to faitliless, disobedient, and idol-

atrous Israel. Although the Lord God gra-

ciously redeemed them from the power and
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tyranny of Pharaoh, yet they had to suffer

punishment on account of tlieir unfaithful-

ness and obstinacy, and were destroyed in

tlie wilderness. And so it is also in vain

that we are redeemed by the blood of the

Lord from the dominion and power of the

devil, if we do not repent, but remain idol-

atrous, and believe not in Jesus, and in our

weakness are not obedient nor live accord-

ing to his word.

In the third place they teach, that this

bread is dispensed for the remission of sins.

My faithful reader, take notice of what I

write. Where Jesus Christ, his word and
Spirit are not known and acknowledged,

there is nothing but unbelief, idolatry, error,

and an uncertain, wavering conscience, as

may be seen.

They all seek some remedy for their sins,

but the true remedy, Clmst, they do not ac-

knowledge ; hence they have contrived so

many remedies, that we can neither describe

nor relate all of them; such as absolution,

holy water, fastings, confessions, masses,

pilgrimages, infant baptism, bread and
wine, &c.

I know not to whom to compare this gen-

eration, other than to a sick and wounded
person, who has entrusted himself under the

care of an unskilful physician, who can give

him no suitable medicines, and apply no
healing plasters; he spends his money in

vain; he sufiers pain and affliction, and is

getting worse instead of better. A skilful,

experienced physician is recommended to

him, who, prompted by pure love and mercy
would visit him without money and without
price, bind up his wounds, and gladly cure

him ; but the sick man will not receive such

a good and well-disposed physician. Who
then coirld feel for such a man, because he
would rather jjerish than get well?

So it is with this perverse generation.

They feel and are sensible, at times, that

they are failing and sick, but they seek med-
icine and counsel of those who sicken tliem

still more with their poison ; and are not

healed of their wounds and cured of their

diseases. They refuse the skilful, the heav-

enly Chirurgeon and Physician, Jesus Christ,

recommended by all the patriarchs, pro-

phets, apostles and by angels ; yea, ap-

pointed by the Father himself, him they will

not have who would willingly visit all so
deadly wounded; he offers his services with-

out money and without price; he has a well

scented, healing salve, good to heal our
wounds, it is his powerful word to instruct;

and his crimson blood, to reconcile, as was
said. But they desire him not ; they tui-n

him away with violence, false doctrine, re-

proach, lying, treason, rebellion, persecu-
tion, and Tnurder; as has been fully shown.
O dear Lord! What counsel shall be given
to this disobedient, perverse, and blind
people?

My worthy reader, we testify the ti'uth in

Clirist; beware, believe, obey, hope and
seek, where and what you will; we are as-

sured that you will find in the word of God,
no other remedy for your sins, than the one
we have pointed out to you, which is Jesus
Cluist; else the Scriptures must be false.

Thus says Isaiah, "I, even I, am he that
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own
sake, and will not remember thy sins," Isa.

43: 25.

"The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity

of us all," Isa. 58: (5.

The angel said to Joseph, "Thou shalt

call his name Jesus, for he shall save his

people from tlieir sins," Matt. 1: 21.

"This is my blood of the New Testament,
which is shed for many, for the remission
of sins," Matt. 26: 27.

"Behold the lamb of God, whidi taketh
away the sin of the world," John 1 : 29

"For he hath made him to be sin for us,

who knew no sin; that we miglit be made
the righteousness of God in him," 2 Cor.

5: 21.

"Who, his own self bare om- sins in his

own body on the tree," 1 Pet. 2: 24.

" The blood of Jesus Christ liis Son cleans-

etli us from all sin," 1 John 1: 7.

"He loved us, and washed us from our

sins in his own blood," Rev. 1 : 5.

My good readers, look well to youi'selves,

and be not deceived ; if there were any other

remedy for sin than the one pointed out, as

related, we miglit then with propriety say,

that these and other passages, have not

rightly directed us, and holy Paul also

erred not a little, when he says, "There is

one God, and one Mediator between God
and man, the man Girist Jesus, who gave
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himself a ransom for all, to be testified in

duetime,"lTim. 2:5, 6.

All those, then, who seek other remedies

for their sins, however glorious and holy
they may appear, than the only remedy
provided by God, deny the Lord's death,

which he died for ns, and his innocent blood
which he shed for us ; and they are those

of whom the Lord complains and says,

tlirough his prophet Jeremiah, My people
have committed two evils ; they have for-

saken me, the Fountain of li\ang waters,

and have hewn them out cisterns, that can

hold no water, Jer. 2: 13.

All false doctrine goes to deny the true

tlu'one of grace, Jesus Clirist, who alone is

our righteousness, acceptable to God; and
all false doctrine goes to the erection of

strange Baals to be worshipped instead of

Clirist, as said before.

Behold, beloved sirs, friends and breth-

ren, here you have the salutary ti'uth and
the only ground of the Lord's Supper plain-

ly and briefly set before you, what it is, for

whom it is ordained, and what it teaches,

and represents to us with its mysteries and
significations.

You have also a view of the anti-christian

supper, with its dreadful abominations,

whereby the Lord's Supper is destroyed,

and the kingdom of anti-christ is fortified,

and is placed in the stead of God's throne,

whereby, alas! so many hundreds of thou-

sands of poor souls were and are yet daily

deceived ; on account of which so many
pious hearts are so slanderously spoken of

and reproached by the learned, and so

di'eadfully murdered and slain in some

cities, because they renounced this abomin-
able idolatiy.

Place these two beside each other; weigh
them well by the spirit, Avord and ordi-

nances of the Lord, and you will find, if

you do at all believe that the word of God
is true, to what abomination and frightful

idolatiy the world has come, and that we
have, according to our feeble abilities,

plainly explained to you the immovable
foundation of truth out of the word of God.

Praise the Most High, all of you who fear

the Lord, that he has manifested his un-

bounded love and grace toward us poor
sinners, in this dreadful time of unbelief;

that he let shine out of darkness, the clear

light of the holy gospel, and the true knowl-
edge of his son Jesus Clmst, which was con-

cealed for several centuries in this dark
Egypt, under the thick clouds of the anti-

christian abominations, 2 Cor. 4: 6. There-

fore, let us be vigilant thereto, and diligent-

ly walk therein, so that thick darkness may
not again cover us, as the prophet says,

Jer. 13: 16.

O my dear reader, rightly learn to know
Jesus Christ, who has ordained this Holy
Supper and the breaking of bread for his

disciples and all christians. Believe the

glorious and unspeakable gifts of his grace.

Fear, love, honor, and serve him ; walk in

godly union, love and peace with your
neighbor, even as this Supper, with its re-

presentation, testifies and admonishes; die

to your wicked flesh, crucify its unclean

lusts ; in all things lead a life according to

the spirit, word, and example of the Lord,

so shall your Supper redound to his praise,

and your souls shall liave life everlasting.

SHUNIING BABYLON.
We fiu'ther teach and admonish from the

word of God, that all true children of God,
who are regenerated from the incorruptible

living seed of the divine word, who have
separated themselves, according to the

Scrip__tures, from the idolatrous generation,

and yielded to the yoke and cross of Christ,

and who are able to judge between true and
false doctrines, between Christ and anti-

christ, must shun, according to Scripture,

all seducing and idolatrous preachers with
their doctrines, sacraments and worship.

They must avoid all, of every doctrine,

faith, sect, creed and name, who are not


