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ignorant, unbelieving world, who boast and
pretend tliat their fruitless, dead opinion cere, evangelical faith

and historical knowledge of Christ, is a sin-

THE FAITH OF THE CENTURION OF CAPERXAUM.

At the time when the Lord Jesus entered

Capernaum, the servant of a centurion lay-

sick, whom he loved much. When he heard
that Jesns was there, he had the consent of

some of the elders of the Jews, and sent

them with a request to Jesus, that he would
come to him and restore his sick servant,

and Jesus went with them. And not being

far from the house of the centiu-ion, he sent

some of his friends to him, who said. Lord
trouble not thyself; for I am not worthy

that thou shouldst enter under my roof

(here notice his humility), and I did not

think myself worthy personally to call and
see thee; but speak the word, and my child

shall be healed. He acknowledged that all

must bow to Christ and his word, and said,

I also am a man under authority, having
soldiers under me, and I say unto one. Go,

and he goeth; and to another come, and he
cometh; and to my servant do this, and he
doeth it. As if he would say to Christ, Be-

hold, Lord, I am but a man, and have to

serve the councils at Rome, nevertheless, I

have so much power over my servants, that

they must obey what I command them; but

!

thou. Lord, art such a Lord that all the

mighty have to bow to thee, all that is 411

heaven above and on earth beneath, must
3^ield to thee. If thou but command sick-

ness and death, they will have to obey thee,

and leave my child. And again, if thou
command health and life, they will have to

retiu-n again. Therefore, it is not necessary

that thou shouldst come into the house of

thy unworthy servant; Ijord, only speak the

word, and my child will again be restored.

When Jesus heard these words, he was quite

astonished, and said to the people that fol-

lowed, Yerily, I say unto you, I have not

found so great faith, no, not in Israel,

Matt. 8.

Behold, faitliful reader, here you have the

centurion as a living example, by which you

may learn how a true christian faith hum-
bles itself before God, and doubts not his

power, and how kindly and graciously he

deals with his poor servants, be they male
or female. The centurion was moved with

compassion towards his poor servant, and
had great concern for him, that he spared
no pains to trouble the elders of the Jews to

send to Christ and entreat him to come and
heal his sick servant. This is to the dis-

grace and shame of all false christians, and
especially to many rich, some of whom are

more severe on the poor servants and hire-

lings, and have less feeling for them, than
they (with youi- leave) have for their domes-
tic animals -, for as soon as the servants

sicken, so that they cannot perform all man-
ner of drudgery, they are unmercifully turned

out of doors, and sent to this or that asylum,
or to their parents and friends, who some-

times, scarcely have a mouthful of bread or

a bed in their houses. Others again have
to get a substitute in their place, while sick,

and pay him out of their own earned pit-

tance; and if they in health even do fulfil

their engagements with hard and severe la-

bor, still, some of these unmerciful, blood
thirsty, treat these innocent ones, who have
to watch when they sleep, labor when they

rest, run when they command, stand when
they sit, in such a manner, as to take the

greater portion of their earnings, or scan-

dalize them; now, say they, a spoon is lost;

anon a dish is broken ; in short, they al-

ways speak evil of them and can never be
pleased. Yea, some of them would feed

them upon water or straw, and pay them
with the whip and chaff, even as they do
their laboring oxen and horses, if they were
not afraid and ashamed of men, for they

would not be ashamed before God, alas,

whom they know not. O woe, unto such

heathenish tyranny and unmerciful cruelty

!

The centui'ion calls his servant his child.
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by which he manifests his paternal love and
humility towards his poor servant. Though
he was lord, and held in high honor, never-

theless, he did not exalt himself above his

poor sei-vant, for he well knew that one God
created both of them, that they were born of

one seed, and had one origin. But what
conduct such heathen christians manifest

towards their oppressed servants, their ac-

tions, alas, openly show

!

How lamentably some of the poor chil-

dren are despised by some of them. How
many disgraceful words have some of them
to hear, and how many sore stripes to en-

dure. Their scolding and rash words, con-

tinue from morning till night; some of them
make their girls prostitutes

;
yea, what shall

I say more. These poor children are regard-

ed bj^ them, and especially b}' the rich, as

the poor, despised donkey, by the magniii-

cent, fat horse, and the iiltliy pebbles by
the beautiful pearls. Ah! reader, it is all

much worse than I can describe ; it is in-

deed time that they would look into these

things, and reiiect more deeply upon love.

The centurion humbled himself before the

Lord with all his heart, esteeming himself

not worthy thatChrist should come under his

roof. But our haughty, proud heathens strut

about with puffed up hearts and extended

necks, high-minded, idle, and daring; one

boasts of his family-, another of his wealth,

a third of his wisdom, a fourth of his skill

and beauty, &c. But the innocent and meek
Christ says. Learn of me ; for I am meek
and lowly in heart, and falsely boast that

they have his name, word, death and blood,

3^et know it not.

The centurion believed, that Christ was
mighty and able, by his word, to do all

that he desired ; but this miserably be-

nighted people esteem it not more than

they do Lucian and ^^sopian fables. Hence

it is, that they lead such an impenitent, car-

nal life, and use such idolatrous sacraments

and false worship, and have departed so far

from the true King's highwaj', still they

would be the true, apostolic, and belie\ing

church of Chi-ist ; but even as Christ testi-

fied to the centurion, that he had not found

such faith in Israel ; so we might, on the

other hand, testify and say of this peo-

ple, that such a heedless, cruel, haughty,

' proud, and unmerciful unbelief is unknown
j
among the heathen, and is not to be found

: with them, Avho never heard of the word of

Christ. Behold, thus does the righteous

Lord let those err and fall into blindness of

heart, who so little regard his most holy

word, hate and thrust his* fatherly grace,

goodness. Spirit, knowledge and faith fi'om

them.

But it is not so with you, my most be-

I

loved. Take this sincere, pious centurion
' as an example; imitate him in his faith,

love, humility and virtues, and be as solic-

! itous for your servants, as he was for his

servants; teach, admonish and reprove them

with a paternal spuit, as often as they err;

set them an unblamable example, in all

righteousness and piety; have compassion

with their severe labor; comfort them in

their poverty; comfort them and gTieve them
not; supplythem withtheir necessary wants,

food and their earned hire, and do not cur-

tail them; protect them in all honorable

things; rebuke them not without cause, lest

they become timid; do not drive them away
from you, but let them unmolestedly serve

;
out their time as agreed, lest the name of

the Lord be blasphemed; be at all times

friendly towards them, and if they are weak
and sick, assist and minister unto them; get

i
others to serve in their place, without detri-

ment to them, till the Lord take them hence,

or restore them to health ; sympathize with

them, and be merciful ; assist them in all

their need; lift not 3-our hearts above them,

nor despise them, for Wxej are your brethi-en

I according to the flesh. In short, be you so

minded in love towards them as Christ Jesus

!
is towards us. At all times remember that

I

we also have a Lord in heaven, before whose

!

judgment-seat we must all appear and ren-

der on account of all our works.

But if they are wanton and obstinate, and

will not hear j^our word and command, nor

\
follow your admonition and counsel: would

rule and not serve; waste their time and not

labor industriously; are unfaithful, rebell-

ious and troublesome; roguishlj- ruin joxw

family and children, &c.; then agree with

them and bring the matter, touching their
' wages, before two or three witnesses, so that

the blame may not rest upon you, and the

1 word of the Lord be not blasphemed. In
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such case then, let them be dismissed, that

yoTu* good conscience be not disturbed on
their account, and yom- house and children

should do to your poor hirelings, even as

you desire that it should be done to you,
being called with them. This the law and

be not depraved. Yea, my bretlu'en. you ': tlie projiliets teach.

THE FAITH OF ZACCHEUS, THE PUBLICAN.

Luke says that "Jesus entered and passed
through Jericho ; and behold, there was a
man, named Zaccheus, which was the chief

among the publicans, and he was rich; and
he sought to see Jesus, who he was, and
could not for the press, because he was little

of stature; and he ran before, and climbed

up iitto a sycamore tree (or as some say,

into a wild fig tree), to see him ; for he was
to pass that way; and when Jesus came to

the place, he looked up, and saw him, and
said to him, Zaccheus, make haste, and
come down ; for to-day I must abide at thy
house, and he made haste, and came down,
and received him joyfully, and said imto

the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my ;

goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken
,

any thing from any man by false accusa-

1

tion, I restore him fom- fold; and Jesus said

unto him. This day is salvation come to this

house, forasmuch as he is also a son of

Abraham," Luke 19: 1—9.

Paul saj's. For whatsoever things were
j

wi"itten aforetime were WTitten for our in-

struction; and thoiigh we know Zaccheus'

faith, fruit, mercy, love and true conversion,

it avails us nothing, if we do not practice

and come up to his faith, with its contrite,

pious fruits. I therefore entreat all my read-

ers, who live openly in sin; all the wealthy,

avaricious, unrighteous merchants and gi'o-

cers, all financiers and bankers, all who love

money; judges, lawyers, advocates, preach-

ers, priests and monks, all drunken land-

lords, together with all those who deal in

unlawful gain ; I entreat all by the love

of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, that

they would well consider, with an under-

standing heart, tliis liistory and narrative

touching Zaccheus, in order that they may
learn therefrom, that they do not yet pos-

sess the right, true faith and that Christian-

ity which avails with God; and that they

have nothing but a fruitless, vain boasting

of Christ and of faith.

Zaccheus was chief of the publicans, and
he received Christ joyfully in his house and
heart. He believed and was renewed; he
reformed his life, and departed from his for-

mer evil ways. That our open transgress-

ors do not yet reform their old, ungodly
lives, and that they do not desire Chi'ist

and his faith, however much they may boast,

is as clear as the light of day.

Zaccheus was rich, and one half of his

wealth he gave to the poor. But our rich

people seek more and more, how they may
increase their money and possessions, build

their houses splendidlj^, and add farm to

farm. They do not defend the cause of the

poor and needy; are unmerciful, proud,

avaricious and wanton; do not remember
what is written concerning them, "Go to

now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your
miseries that shall come upon you

;
yom-

riches are corrupted, and your garments are

moth-eaten; your gold and silver is can-

kered, and the rust of them shall be a v,'it-

ness against you, and shall eat yoiir flesh

as it w^ere fire," James 5: 1—3. Neither do
3'ou reflect on what David says, "I have
seen the wicked in great power, and spread-

ing himself like the green bay-tree; yet he
passed away, and lo, he was not: Yea, I

sought him, but he coidd not be found," Ps.

37; 35, 36. Ah! what a hard saying which
the Lord uttered, "Woe unto you that are

rich, for ye have received yoiu- consolation,"

Luke 6: 24, and "It is easier for a camel to

go through the eye of a needle, than for a
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God,"
Matt. 19:24.

Zaccheus said to the Lord, "If I have
taken anj^ thing from any man by false ac-


