
THE DOCTRINE OF THE PREACHERS. m
herd, and such precious pashu-es, and again
enter upon tlie barren and waste deserts,

under the false sliepherd who does nothing

else but rob and deprive God of his glorj^

and ruin and murder our ]ioor miserable

souls, John 10: 10.

This I have said particularly in relation

to the PopisJi x>Tiests. 'Wh&i the calling and

sending of the Lutherans and Zuinglians is,

by what spirit they are moved, what they

seek, and what fi-uits of repentance they

show by their doctrines and sacraments, we
willingly leave all the godly to judge.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE PREACHERS.
As I have presented to the reader, the first

part in relation to the sending and calling

of a true preacher, according to the word of

God, I will now, through the grace of God,
present in like manner the second part, re-

lating to the doctrine ; for there is but little

difference between their calling and their

doctrine, as the calling is, even so, most
commonly, is the doctrine.

Where the spirit of God m-ges or moves
to preach, there will the word be incorrupt-

ibly taught in the power of God; an.d up-

right children of the spirit will thereby be
born. But where flesh and blood calls, there

will a carnal doctrine be taught and carnal

disciples will be made, for that like pro-

duces like is incontrovertible. I deem it un-

necessary here to prove this with much
scripture, for their actions bear testimony.

The Scriptures plainly show how a preach-

er rightly called by the word of God is to

rightly teach that word without perverting

glosses, without any mingling of leaven; as

Peter says, "If any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of God," 1 Peter 4: 11.

, They are the children of the Holy Ghost
who speak the word of the Spirit, as Christ

said, "It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit

of your Father which speaketh in you,"

Matt. 10: 20. "For he whom God hath sent

speaketh the words of God," John 3: 34. To
preach the word salutarily and unblamably

,

is one of the highest and greatest commands
enjoined by Christ. He said, " Go ye in all

the world, and preach the gospel to every

creature," Mark 16: 15.

, The Gospel, the word of God, preached
\/ unmingled, in the power of the spirit, is the

8

only right, true seed from which are born
the truly believing and obedient children of

God. If the church of Christ brings forth

children from the doctrine of man, and not

from God's word, she is not faithful unto

Christ, and her children are not of his seed.

Therefore may nothing else be preached
in Christ's kingdom and house, the church,

except her King and husband's own com-
mands and words, according to which she

and all her servants must conform.

This command and word (I say), Christ

commanded all true messengers and preach-

ers to observe, as he spoke; Preacli the

gospel. He does not say, preach the doc-

trines and commands of man; preach coun-

cils and customs; preacli glossy ordinances

and opinions of the learned, but he says,

"Preach the gospel," and "teach them to

observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you," Matt. 28: 20.

My faithful reader, observe that all the

true servants of God, both of the Old and
New Testaments, taught nothing but God's

word, as may be seen and read in many
places in the Scriptiu'es.

Moses was found faithful of God in all his

house. He regulated and taught nothing

which God had not before commanded him.

Num. 12:7; Heb. 3:2.

Isaiah, and aU of the other prophets, testi-

fied in many places what kind of doctrine

they taught, and from whom they had re-

ceived it ; and said. Thus saith the Lord
your God, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt ; thus spake the Lord of Hosts,

Again the mouth of the Lord has spoken it.

Paul dare not speak of any thing which
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Christ had not wrought throu.gh him, Rora.

15: IS. Yea, Christ himself did not teach

Ms word, but the word of his father, he
said, My doctrine is not mine, bnt is of him
who sent me, "All things that I have heard
of ray Father, I have made known nnto
you," John 7: 16; 15: 15. Since then the

true messengers of God, taught nothing but
the word of the Lord, wliich is the only doc-

trine from Avhicli our souls can obtain eter-

nal life, as the Lord said, Deut. 8:3. So it

is easily here to mark and jiidge what kind
of teachers they are who direct the poor un
cultivated people to legends, histories, fa-

bles, holydays, images, lioly water, tapers,

palms, confessions, pilgrimages, masses,
matins and vespers; who teach of purgato-

Yj, vigils, times, bulls, offerings, and satis-

faction for souls and sins, who also make a

piece of bread and a di-ink of wine, to be
the essential body and blood of Clirist; who
teach and saj^ that when they have but spo-

ken these words, Hoc est corpus mmm {tin's

is my hocTtj), the Lord, willing or not will-

ing, must descend unto their idolatrous

hands, even though the Heavens should
rend assunder, and the earth crumble down,
O blasphemy!

dear Lord ! my heart trembles in my
liodj^, that I must relate and mention such

terrible abominations. But because the

simple plain people, who do not guard
themselves against such sediicers; who, con-

scientiousl}^ are bound hand and foot, and
are blindly rushed into eternal death, and
the abyss of hell, b}^ these useless men,
therefore I cannot remain silent, but must
disclose this, through undissembled love

to God and your souls. AVho knows but
God may give grace that yon. maj^ be pre-

vailed upon to hear, your eyes opened to

see, and your hearts to understand, that

you may be freed from the snares of the

devil, whei'eby you are taken.

Yes, my dear reader, they have made
lords, princes, and the world drunk by their

cup, Rev. 17: 2, and have corai^letely be-

witched them, so that all who turn from
their shame, and would not pervert the

honor of their Savior, by a piece of bread,

all who shun false teachers, and desire the

salutary administration of the Lord's Sup-
per, as above said, will ]ie upbraided by all

men, as profaners of the holy Sacrament,
and they must suffer and be lianished, as

degraded and accursed heretics.

O blind leader I you, Avho during j'our

life have not rightly understood one sentence

of the word of the Lord, nor have received

one ray fi-om his spirit, but have trodden

the kingdom of God with your feet, and
have thrust it from yoir with your horns,

Ezek. 34: 21. How truly are you associates

of those of whom it stands written, that they

say, "We have made a covenant with death,

and with hell are we at agi'eement; when the

overflowing scourge shall pass through, it

shall not come unto us; for we have made
lies our refuge, and under falsehood have
we hid oiu'selves," Isa. 28: 15; again, "Wo
unto them that call evil good, and good
evil; that put darkness for light, and light

for darkness," Isa. 5: 20. "Wo unto you,

for ye shut up the kingdom of Heaven
against men," said Christ, Matt. 23: 13, and
make the poor souls err from the Avay. Yet
again. Wo unto .you!

However, I ana not much astonished that

such persons teach such shameful doctrine,

since tlie}^ have neither known Christ nor

his word, but they hold and teach all things

as they were taught from youth up, out of

the old usages, and the papistical laws. But
that which grieves me most, is, that those

also who now are aware in part of the hid-

den whoredom of the Babylonian woman,
and have put from them some of her abomi-

nations, yet cling to human sophistry, so

that they can neither be moved nor taught,

with the powerful word of God, with the

unblamable lives, the candid professions,

or the innocent blood of so many godly
saints. Nevertheless, some of j^ou, have, at

times, to yield to the truth with stopped

mouths and subdued hearts, but still ye
cease not to upbraid, defame, and belie,

with enviotis tongues and slanderous lips,

the bright, clear truth of Christ, and the

pious children of God, before your carnal,

blind churches which are of like calling

with yourselves. This also jowv writers do
' as may be seen and heard every where. Be-

sides, I fear that they are not less guilty

\ than the papists in moving the lords, prin-

j

ces and ruling powers, by commissions,

!
complaints, revilings, outcries, and writ-
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ings, to persecute the Lamb of God, and
his chosen, Rev. 17: 6; and to cause an up-

roar, when their deceiving leaven, particu-

larly the calf worship of their infant bap-

tism, and their unfounded supper, is reject-

ed. Let each one behold for himself and
learn to know them rightly. I know of a

truth that they are without the Spirit, the

sending, or the word of Christ; for I am
sensible how nialicioiis they generally are

toward those who are rightly led, who fear

the Lord with all their heart and who would
gladly become christians. In their doctrines

and deeds they seek, not less than the pa-

pists, friendsliii> of man, honor, pomp,
l50unti("s, tine houses, and an easy licen-

tious life.

O my beloved reader, these are not the

teachers who lead many to righteoiisness,

and who shall shine, as the light of heaven
and as the stars, now and in eternity, Dan.
13: 13. For I know not where a single con-

gTegation shall be found wliich they have
led with their doctrines and conduct to re-

penting lives, and to the worship of God.
Tlieii' gTeat clamor is against the pope and
his cardinals, bishops, priests and mohks.
Moreover, all those who gladly seek the

best for their poor souls, must be upbraided
by them, as profaners of the sacraments,

nnabaptists, fanatics, and heretics, who
through the word of God, reprove tlieir de-

ceiving doctrines, idolatrous sacraments,

and idle lives.

Yea, when thev can lind but one ( tliough

cut off), who was before united with the

people of God, but who has now fallen into

some vice, they judge and sentence all the

godly by this one; Behold! say they, Avhat

manner of people they are. They seek noth-

ing so much as to find cause of censm-e;

tlierefore, they look upon Judas, but not

lipon Peter, Andrew and John ; they do
not regard what manner of people they are

themselves, nor what kind of disciples they
have.

Besides, it is nothing but the grace, favor,

mercy, and the love of God, that they teach

and preach to their covetous, proud, gor-

geous, impure, dnmken, and impenitent
church, not observing that sucli as they are,

cannot inherit the kingdom of God, as the

whole Scriptures testify ; they also strength-

en the hands of the wicked, so that no one
repents of his wickedness, as the prophet
lamented.

O ye useless uuprolitable teachers, who
are believed to bear the vessels of the Lord,
these my words are to you ! AVhy do you
declaim so much of faith and love, whose
fruit you so greatly hate and dislike? If

you have the fear and unfeigned love of

God, let them appear and be made mani-
fest through your words. Say, beloved
preachers! AVhere is your christian humil-
ity, your godly, christian zeal, pleasure,

peace and joy in Christ Jesus?

I

Where is your mercy which you shew?
where are the naked whom you have cloth-

ed, the hungry whom you have fed, and tlie

needy whom you have entertained? Matt.

I

25 : 41—43. Where are the lost whom you
;

have again sought, the wounded whom you
\ have bound up, and the sick whom you
: have healed? Ezek. 34: 4. Where is yoiu-

I

unblamable, pious life which is from God?

j

That which you preach, perform and do,

is for the most part idle hypocrisy.

Some of you approve in some degree, of a
pious, clnistian life, preach also much of
Christ, of his merits, spirit and grace, and
are yourselves, manifestly those who lead a

' gTOss, carnal life, who crucify Christ anew,

I

grieve his spirit, and despise liis grace, as
' may be seen.

j

O preachers, i)reachers I how aptly has

\

the Holy Ghost likened you to diy wells

and empty clouds fi-oni which no water can
be obtained, and to unfruitful trees from
which no fruit can be taken, 2 Pet. 2: 17;

Jude 1: 12. I know not to what you may
be more suitably comj^ared, than to a wom-
an wiio lives in all manner of shame and
wantonness, and yet talks much about mod-
esty, decency and virtue: Should not her

words be regarded as mockery ? Might it

not be said, why do you talk of modesty
, and cliastity, since you are full of all man-
!
ner of immodesty and shame?
AVe are well aware that you have demol-

' ished some of the little idols of Babylon,

I

such as the Roman ablution, tlie invocation

of departed saints, vile puritication, ab-

staining from meats, and thc^ like self-right-

j

eousness, idolatry, and other superstitions,

I

but, alas, the horrible blasphemy and abom-

/
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/
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inations are still retained; sncli as accm-sed

unbelief, obstinacy, eartlily-mindedness, un-

scriptural infant baptism, the idolatrous

supper, and the impenitent, old life wliicli

is of tlie flesh.

Therefore, we testify with the truth and
declare that you are not ambassadors of

God nor teachers of Clmst. For it is plain

that you reject the word and ordinances of

the Lord, and run of yourselves, Jer. 8: 6,

and have pastured yoiu-selves under the

name and appearance of the evangelical

shepherds of the Lord, and have led to

destruction so many hundi-eds of thousands

of soiils, through your wanton doctrine, idol-

atrous sacraments, and carnal lives.

But the teachers who are sent of God, and
who have been rightly called, teach the word
of God in purity, abide in its holy ordinan-

ces, and live (after their weakness) unblam-

ably, for they are born of God, and are
'^ taught and moved by his Holy Spirit, they

seek neither gold, nor possessions, neither

an easy life nor earthly applause, they wait

upon their enjoined duties with all eai-nest-

ness, they fear God from the heart, seek

their neighbor with fidelity ; they are armed
with the weapons of righteousness, on the

right hand and on the left, Rom. 6: 7. They
deal without respect to persons. The pow-
erful, sharp sword of the divine word, cuts

out of their moiith; it is a shining lantern

in their hands ; they are taught in light-

eousness, are full of all spiritual wisdom;
they divide the good from the evil ; the holy

from the imholy, and tlie dean from the un-

clean. In short, they shine in doctrine and
conduct, even as from the beginning till the

present time, it has been written and re-

marked of all true prophets, apostles and
servants of God.

O dear Lord, how lovely are those pas-

tors and teachers who seek nothing else but

the extension of the kingdom of God; who
rightly preach the word of repentance and
grace, that tiny may win many souls ; and
for this end, they expose their reputation,

houses, property, persons and lives.

These are they, who, with Christ, the

chief shepherd, gather together and feed his

lambs ; but the others are those who scatter

and destroy them. They are prophets, but

not of God; they preach, but not out of the

Lord's mouth. They sti-engthen the hands
of the rmgodly. They destroy the souls who
should have eternal life, and encourage those
who must forever die; and this they do for

handfuls of barley and pieces of bread.

They preach to the people peace when there

is no peace. Therefore, shall they stand in

shame, who follow such abominations, al-

though they yet are not ashamed and yet
forbear to blush, Ezek. 13: 16.

Behold, dear reader, since they so shame-
fully deprive Christ of his honor and gain,

and scatter his sheep, and, with the sword
of their deceiving doctrines, destroy the poor
souls who are so greatly loved by the Lord,
for whom he so earnestly seeks, and whom
he so dearly purchased. Since they so en-

viously war against the word and ordinan-

ces of the Lord, we say and teach with
Cluist, " Let them alone; they be blind lead-

ers of the blind." Guard yourselves against

such false prophets ; for though they come
in the appearance of sheep, they are never-

theless, inwardly ravening wolves. They
are the strangers whose voice Christ's sheep
know not. They are those of whom Paul
warns us and says, "Now I beseech you,
brethren, mark them which cause divisions

and offences contrary to the doctrine which
you have learned ; and avoid them ; for they
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus

Christ, but their own belly; and by good
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts

of the simple," Rom. 16: 17, 18.

Again, John says, ''Whosoever trans-

gresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of

Christ, hath not God. If there come any
luito you, and bring not this doctrine, re-

ceive him not into your house, neither bid

him God speed, for he that biddeth him God
speed, is partaker of his evil deeds," 2 John
1: 9, 10, 11.

The word of God, abundantly exhorts us

that we should leave such and beware of

them; shun their voice and retreat from
them, and not take them into oiu" houses,

as has been said. If we are Christ's sheep

and the children of the Holy Spirit; so must
we even hear Christ's voice, and follow after

and obey the monitions of the Holy Ghost.

Reflect how sincerely holy Paul admonished
the Philipijians, that they should guard

j
against strife, evil doers, and the concision.
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He taught tlie true servants of God that they

should shun those, who failed no fiu-ther (as

it appears) than that they out of zeal, with-

out knowledge, held fast to the circumcision

which they had received from their fathers,

and would not admit that it should be abol-

ished through Chi'ist, for this he sharply re-

proves them. How much more earnestly it

becomes us to beware of them, who deceive

the whole world, who upbraid and persecute

the godly, and crucify all truth, against all

false teachers and blasphemers of God, who
urge, institute and jjractice all manner of

idolatrous and abominable doctrine.

THE CONDUCT OF PREACHERS.
As you have just heard the groimd of the

calling and doctrines of the preachers, we
will proceed, and through the gi-ace of God
point out by the Scriptm-es how the trite

apostles, bishops, teachers and pastors, in

the church of Christ, should conduct them-

selves in their deportment and lives ; it is

not enough that a man appears to speak
much of the word of the Lord, but what he
says must also be maintained by a devout

and unblamable conduct, as the Scriptures

teach.

Thus says Paul, "But I keep under my
body, and bring it into subjection; lest that

by any means, when I have preached to

others, I myself should be a cast-away," 1

Cor. 9: '27. If it becomes the hearers and
discij)les to lead an unblamable life, how
much more does it become teachers, because

they rule the hearers and are their over-

seers; as Paul says, " Remember them which
have the rule over yoTi, who have spoken
unto you the word of God; whose faith fol-

low, considering the end of their conversa-

tion," Heb. 13:7.

He also admonishes Timothy thereto, and
says, "Let no man despise thy youth; but
be thou an example of the believers, in

word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit,

in faith, in purity," 1 Tim. 4: 12. In all

things shewing thyself a pattern of good
works; in doctrine, shewing uncorruptness,

gravity, sincerity, &c.. Tit. 2: 7. For it is

undoubtedly proper, if any one teaches and
reproves others, that he first himself be
rightly taught and unblamable, as Paul
teaches, "If a man desire the office of a
bishop he deslreth a good work. A bishop

then must be blameless, the husband of one
wife vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given

to hospitality, apt to teach; not given to

wine, no striker, not greedy of lilthy lucre;

but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; one
that ruleth well his own house, having his

children in subjection with all gravity; for

if a man know not how to riile his own
house, how shall he take care of the chiirch

of God ? Not a novice, lest being lifted up
with pride, he fall into the condemnation of

the devil. Moreover, he must have a good
report of them which are without; lest he
fall into rei>roach and the snare of the

devil, he must be sober, just, holy, tem-

perate; holding fast the faithful word, as

he hath been taught, tliat he may be able

by sound doctrine, both to exhort and to

convince the gainsayers ; even so must their

wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faith-

ful in all things," 1 Tim. 3: 1—11; Titus

1:8,9.

Behold dear reader, it is requisite that

every preacher and teacher, who would
rightly govern and rule in the church of

God, be thus qualified; for if any one were
to reprove and teach others, and is himself

not blameless and is ignorant; he will just-

ly have to hear; AVhy do you teach others

and teach not yourself first! Thou teachest

a man should not steal, and thori dost steal.

Thou sayest a man shoxild not commit adul-

tery, and thou dost. Thou adhorrest idols,

yet thou committest sacrilege. Thou boast-

est of the law of God; and dishonorest God
by breaking the law, Rom. 2 : 21—23.

All those thus called, who are in doctrine

sound, and unblamable in life, may teach,


