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and small, citizens and the common people,

into such a fruitless, wild life, and hav^e so

much unbridled them, that we would scarce-

ly find sucli an ungodly and abominable
life among the Turks and Tartars, as we
see among them. Their open deeds l)ear

testimony ; for the excessive eating and
drinking; the superfluous pomp and splen-

dor, the whoring, lying, cheating, cursing,

swearing by the wounds, sacraments and
sufferings of the Lord, the shedding of blood
fighting, etc., which exist among many of

them, and, alas, have neither measure nor

bounds. In manj^ carnal things, both the

teachers and disciples are the same, as may
be seen. I well know, what I write, and
what 1 have heard and seen, I testify, and
I know that 1 testify- the tmth.

If any one can simpl.y say with them. Ah!
what dishonest knaves and villains these

desperate jjriests and monks are! The.y wish

them the venereal or some other disease;

the ungodly pope with his shorn crew, sa}^

the}', have deceived us long enough with

purgatorj', confession and fasting; Ave now
eat as we have hunger; fish or flesh, as we
desire ; for every creatiu-e of God is good,

says Paul, and is not to be rejected. But
what follows the}' do not want to understand
or know; namely, to (live as) the believing,

who know the truth and enj o_y it with thanks-

giving. They further saj". How shamefully

they have deceived us poor people, they have
robbed us of the blood of the Lord, and di-

rected us to their mummery and to their en-

chanting works. God ])e praised, we now
know that all our works avail nothing, for

the blood and death of Christ alone must
blot out, and pay for our sins. They begin

to sing a, psalm: Der Stride ist entzwei iind

w/'r sindfrei, <£•(•., i. e. The cord is cut asun-

der and we are at liberty, while the smell

of beer and wine issiies from their drunken
mouths and noses. Any one who can but

read this disticli, if he live ever so carnalh'.

is a good evangelical man, and a fine broth-

er. And should some one come, who would,

I in true and sincere love, admonish or re-

prove them, and direct them to Jesus Christ,

to his doctrine, sacraments and unblamable
example, and show that it does not become a
christian to carouse and drink, and to re-

vile and curse, &c., he must from that hour
hear, that he is a legalist {WerA'J/eih'ffe/-),

one who would take heaven by storm, or a

factionist, a fanatic or hypocrite, a defamer
of the sacrament, or an anabaptist.

Behold ! thus God, the righteous Lord,
suffers these to err and go astray in their

hearts, who rely upon the precious death

and the most holy flesh and blood of our

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, together

with his saving and reverent word, in their

sensual lusts and wantonness, and make it

I

an occasion of their unclean and sinful flesh.

It appears to me this may also truly be

called, a liberal and free sect.

THE BELIEF OF THE ENGLISH OR ZUIXGLIANS.

The .English, or Zuinglians believe and
;

confess that there are'two sons in Christ

Jesus, the one is God's son, without mother,
,

and impassive ; and the other is the son of
|

Mary, or the son of man, without father, and
passive. And in this passive son of Mary,
the impassitie Son of God dwelt; so that the

son of Mary, who was crucified, and died

for lis, was not the son of God. This was
acknowledged by one of their princij^al

,

teachers, called Martin Micron, also by one
,

Harman Yon Ronsen (if I recollect his name
rightly), before 7ne, two or three times in a
large assembly, in the year litiM.

Further, the said Micron, when I ques-

tioned him in relation to the aura seminis

of the woman, concerning which we had not

a few words, acknowledged and said: I have
to confess that a woman has no seminal

functions but an afflux of catamenial fluid

to the uterus. See, before God, it is the truth

that I wTite. He also wrote in a book,
printed in England ; these words, touching

the coagulating of the fluids in the uter-

us. If the fluids thus changed, as the book
says, and as he confesses, that a woman has
only catamenial fluids in the uterus, as said;

then, it is evident, that they believe (if thej^
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agTee with liim) that their Savior is not

God's first and only begotten Son, but the

mere result of a vitiated state of the uterine

fluids.

John A'Lasco also writes, that Christ par-

took of no other flesh than that which was
subject to sin and death, in order that he

might be temj^ted. He states in the same
book, "If he is holy, why was he sentenced

in the Father's judgment, for the sake of

sin?" This I cannot otherwise understand,

before God, than that he believes, that the

man, Christ Jesus, was a sinful Christ and
guilty of death. Read his defence made
against me, of the Incarnation-, there you
will find his ground.

O God, watch over all true hearts, that

they may never believe such intolerably

great abominations. It makes mc shudder,

and I am astonished in my heart, yea, I am
ashamed in my soul, that I must make men-
tion thereof; for it is too offensive. Biit since

tliey defame and slander us daily before all

men, both verbally and by writing, what a

very detestable foundation and doctrine we
have of Christ (since we confess, with the

Scriptm-e, that he was the first and only be-

gotten Son of God, who died for us), and
they present these abominable things to the

poor, simple people, as said, and deceive

them so miserably thereby ; for this reason,

am I constrained in my conscience, to the

honor of God, and to the warning of all

godfearing souls, to notice this and pre-

sent it to the reader, whose mind is held

captive by them, to reflect upon ; for I

know not how we could believe more cru-

ellj^ and abominably of Christ, teach, feel,

think or speak of, than to say, It was not

the Son of God who died for us, but it was
the result of a vitiated catemenial fluid; a
man of sin and death, &:c.

And though they may gainsay and deny

this, and say that I -WTOte this gratuitously

concerning them, it is true ; it happened

repeatedly, and before many pious hearts;

they may deny it, but it will be found true

in the day of the righteous judgment, be-

fore the ej'es of the Eternal and great maj-

esty, as I have written it. O abominable

sect

!

THE TRUE CMISTIAN BELIEF-

We teach and believe, and this by virtue

and power of the whole Scriptures, that the

whole Christ Jesus from above and below,

inwardly and outwardly, visibly and invis-

ibly, is God's first and only begotten Son,

the incomprehensible, eternal Word, by
i

which all things are created, the first born of
j

every creature ; that he became a true man in I

Mary, the immaculate virgin, through the
j

almighty, eternal Father, eternal Spirit and !

power, beyond the comprehension and
knowledge of men ; sent and given unto us

out of pure mercy and grace, from the Fath- >

er; the express image of the invisible God,
and the brightness of his glory. We teach

and believe that the first and only begotten

Son of God, Jesus Christ, is our only and
eternal Messiah, prophet, teacher and high
priest, who has fulfilled the required and
commanded law for all his believers, inas-
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much as they could not fulfil it on account

of the weakness of their flesh; who taught

us the good will and pleasure of his Father,

a.nd went before us as a,n unblamable j^at-

tern, and freely offered himself upon the

cross for our sins, as a sweet-smelling sacri-

fice to the Father. Tlu-ough whom we all,

who sincerely l^elieve this, have received the

forgiveness of our sins, grace, favor, mercy,

liberty, peace, life eternal, a reconciled Fath-

er and free access to God, in the Spirit; and
this all througli his merits, righteousness,

intercesion and blood, and not through our

own works. Behold this is the true sum-
mary of our belief concerning Christ, our

Savior, the Son of God.

All who can believe this, as certain and
true, are sealed, through the word of God,
in their spirit, are inwardly changed, re-

ceive the fear and love of God, and bring


