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endiu'es w]ia,t ever may befall lier; even also

it is with a sincere, regenerated believer, who
has been joined to Christ, by grace through
faith ; he has become one with Christ throngh
this ardent love, that he is ever willing and
prepared to do his bidding and will, to en-

dm-e all things for the sake of the holj' name
of Jesus, in evil as well as in good report.

Eager to endure all things that may befall

him at any time, be it joy or tribulation,

satiation or hunger, refreshing or thirst,

honor or dishonor, in good or bad report,

in prison or at liberty, in exile or at home,
ease or discomfort, life or death. Such a

soul partakes of her bridegroom's nature
and disposition, is pious in heart and
thought; true in words and well seasoned;
all her waj^s are righteousness, devoutness;

wise as the serpent; harmless as the dove;
a genuinely pious disposition, fidelity, zeal,

peace, feiTent prayer, an unl)lamable con-

duct, a sincere, pure, brotherly love, and a
voluntary obedience to Christ and his holy
word; for the righteous live by faith, as we
shall iucontrovertibly and plainly show, b}^

the grace of God, in the following examples,
recorded and testified to in the holy Script-

m-es, Amen.

XOAH'S FAITH.

The holy Scriptures testify concerning

Noah, the son of Lamech, that he found
grace before the Lord, because he was a

righteous man, unwavering and perfect in

his generation. Peter calls him a preacher

of righteousness. High and glorious is the

testimony, whicli is given fn the Scriptures

concerning this man.

When all the world was depraved before

God, and the face of all the earth was full

of wickedness, the sons of God saw" the

daughters of men that they were fair, and
they took them wives of all whom they

chose, and would not suffer themselves to

be reproved by the Spirit of God; then spake
the Lord, I will yet give them respite for

a hundred and twenty years; he also gave
jSToah a command, that he should make a
ship or ark, by which he and his house

might be saved from the coming flood, for

God the Lord was about to destroy the

whole world with water. Noah believed the

word of the Lord with all his heart, and
kept it in his mind, as if he saw it before

him with his eyes. He commenced building

as he had been commanded, for he believed

with his whole heart, that the threatened

punishment would come. And when the ap-

pointed year was completed, and the dis-

obedient, wicked v/orld repented not, the

word of the Lord must be accomplished.

Noah went into the ark with all clean and
unclean creatures as the Lord commanded

him. The same day that he entered the ark,

the fountains of the great deep were broken
up, and the windows of heaven were opened,

and it rained forty days and forty nights,

till all the high mountains upon the face of

the whole earth were covered; fifteen cubits

upward did the waters prevail ; and all

j

creatiu-es upon the earth that had in them
! the breath of life, as men, bii"ds, beasts and

j

worms were destroyed. Noali and his fami-

ly, together with the animals which were

j

with him in the ark, were preserved in the

I

ark by the power and grace of Almighty
God, in whom Noah trusted with all his

I heart.

: Through faith, saith Paul, Noah honored
God, and prejjared the ark for the salvation

of his house, according to the divine com-
mand which was not yet seen, through
which he condemned the world, and became

:
an inheriter of the righteousness which is

by faith.

Oh! lovely example, O glorious pattern of

a sure and firm faith. For, as he believed

his God, so was he upright and unwavering.
He believed the threatened punishment firm-

ly, as if he saw it before his eyes, and there-

fore he labored so many years, and, through
the eternal Spirit of Christ, he warned the

imbelieving, disobedient spirits, or men led

captive by sin, to repent and reform. He
feared the word of the Lord, and doubted
not that it would haj^pen as the Lord had
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spoken. He well knew that the word of the

Lord was powerfiil, as the prophet said,

"O Lord, thou spakcst from the ben-inning

of tlie creation, and saidst thus. Let heaven
and eartli be made; and thr word was a

perfect work," 2 Esdras 6: 38.'

And when he had preached and built

fort}', eighty or a hundred years (the Script-

ures do not say how long he built and
taught), he did not become weak in faith

by long delay, for he well knew that the

punishment of God would come upon the

unconverted, because he had formerly so

told him, and that he, and his would be
preseiTed through the mercy and grace of

him who promised, for he is the God of

truth, and no lie is found in him.

The Lord God warned the pious Noah,
and said, "The end of all hesh is come be-

fore me, for the earth is tilled with violence

through them, and behold, I will destroy

them with the earth,'" Gen. 6: 13. So also

hath he through his ownblessed Son, through
his holy prophets and apostles, with his hblj^

word, truthfully warned us and said, If j'ou

repent not, be not born of God, believe not
in Christ, walk not in his commandments,
reform not your wicked lives, but serve

strange Gods, be haughty, proud, ambi-
tious, lustful, blood-thirst}', malicious, un-

just, idle, earthly, Heshly, and devilish, you
will die in your sins, and shall not enter

into the kingdom of heaven, shall be con-

demned, shall be cast into the fiery pool,

must inherit eternal woe and pain, with all

the acciu'sed, and with devils, and have no
]

part nor communion in the kingdom of

Christ, to all eternity.

My readers, take heed, if we, with the up-
right and godly Noah, observe the faithful

warnings of Christ and his Holy Spirit, and
believe with the whole heart ; lielieve the

word of God to be time and immutable, the

threatened jiunishment will come in its time,

even though it should be delayed a thou-

sand years ; yet, I advise that every one
watch, for all who die in their sins, receive

their punishment, for the time of grace is

then expired; then we would undoubtedly
fear and tremble to the inmost of our souls,

at the wrath and punishment, threatened in

the Scriptures to all the impenitent which
will l)e eternal in its duration ; we would

1 pray to God for grace, would clothe our-

I

selves in sackcloth and mourning garments,

would truly repent, reform the wicked life,

follow after righteousness, and with our new
and spiritual Noah, Christ Jesus, enter into

the new and spiritual ark, which is his

church ; ever being careful and fearful that

the deluge of the coming wrath of God, will

not unexpectedly overtake us with all the

unbelieving and impenitent, who acknowl-

edge neither God nor Christ, neither Spirit

nor word, as it overtook the corrupt antedi-

luvian world as mentioned; yea, we woidd
sincerely watch for the coming of the Lord,

and give heed to the time of grace, preserve

our wedding garment, and have oil in our
. lamps, that our house be not unseasonably
' broken through, and we with the girest, who
had not on a wedding garment, be cast forth

from the Lord's wedding, into outer dark-

ness and abide eternally without.

Because alas, we do not believe the threats,

pvmishments, wrath and judgments of the

Lord, and have little regard for the exam-
ples of Scripture, therefore, we say with the

mockers, Beloved, where is the promise of

his coming ? All things abide as they were
from the beginning since the fathers fell

asleep. It will, I fear, happen with us as it

did with the unbelievers and disobedient

who were overtaken with sudden destruction

in the time of Noah and Lot, as one may
plainly see and read concerning the coining

of the Lord, Matt. 24; Luke 17; because we
do not believe the threats, judgments, and
wTath of the Lord, but disregard them, there-

fore do we lead such a reckless, unbridled

life, follow the lusts of the flesh, eat, drink,

build, sow, reap and marry without any
fear or care, and avariciously hoard up gold,

silver and possessions, and haughtily say
in our hearts there is peace and liberty, till

swift destruction shall overtake us.

Again, let every one look well and watch.

The messenger, with his peremptory sum-
mons is already at the door, who will say.

Render an account ; thou mayest be no long-

er steward. But could we, with the unwav-
ering and pious Noah, firmly believe the

coming eternal \\Tatli and punisliment, also

the promises through Christ, to all true chil-

dren of God, we would, undoubtedly, not be
found so inattentive, drowsv and indiffer-
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ent, but with full earnestness witliout delay,

rise from our abominable sin, separate our-

selves from our grievous errors, and slum
wickedness as we would a liungry, roaring

lion, or a blood-tliirsty enemy ;we should also
watch with open eyes all our days, lest the

Master of the house overtake us wlien we

sleep and regard us not. Let us not strike

our fellow servants; neither eat nor drink

with gormandizers, that he may not give us

our portion and lot with the hypocrites.

Concerning this watching, read Matt. 24;

Mark 13: 37.

ABRAHAM'S FAITH AND OBEDIENCE.

Abraham, the highly renowned patriarch,

who had not his equal in honor, as Sirach

writes, believed God and trusted upon his

word with the whole heart, and thus man-
ifested obedience and power as the result

of his faith. The Lord commanded him
and said, "Get thee out of thy country,

and from thy kindred, and from thy fath-

er's house, unto a land that I will shew thee,

and I will make of thee a great nation, and
I will bless thee, and make thy name great,

and thou shalt be a blessing, and I will

bless them that bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee, and in thee shall all fam-

ilies of the earth be blessed," Gen. 12: 1—3.

When he heard the command, he believed

his God and consulted not the ease of his

body nor his natural reason, but renounced
both, and did not strive nor dispute with

God, in whom he trusted and by whose
command he went forth; he did not desire

to know before hand into what land he
should go. He believed his God with his

whole heart, he was obedient and went forth

at that hour, together with Sarai, his wife,

not knowing where he should go. He re-

posed firmly and surely upon the promise
of God, who would not deceive nor betray

him, for he well knew that he was a God
who was true and firm in all his words, and
that he would bring him into such a country

as he had promised him.

Behold, how upright and perfect, how
plain, obedient, and full of confidence is

true, christian faith, as may he seen in this

patriarch. Compare your faith and its fruits

with Abraham's faith and its fruits, and I

presume you will iind that you have never

yet become his faithful seed and children;

IG

i for it is manifest that you are stubborn and

I

unbelieving, so fleshly and earthly minded
;

that you would not give a clay house, a
poor bed, a cow or a horse, nor would you

' endure a hard word for the sake of the word
of the Lord, and his testimony; and I doubt

j

whether you would forsake father or mother.

i
or the land of yom- birth, for the sake of

:
your faith, and like Abraham, travel with

5\ife and children to an imknown land.

j

Cursed unbelief keeps off the whole vforld

I

from the truth ; for many of you say. We
well know that you have the truth, but what
does it avail? We are poor and full of years,

we cannot longer labor or earn; we have a
house fuH of children and cannot earn our

bread in other lands; we fear, also, that the

Lord may not have su,ch a care for us as he
had for Abraham ; others, sa}' we, have much
wealth, we are young in years, and may
live long, yet father and mother hinder us.

The wife says, my husband opposes me

;

the husband says, my wife is against me,
and the like unbelieving fleshly excuses and
cares. They never take to heart, nor under-

stand, that Christ has richly promised you,

that if you abide by his word, you shall re-

ceive all the necessaries of the earth, as food,

clothing, and shelter. "I have been yoimg,
and now I am old; yet have I not seen the

righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging

! bread," Ps. 37: 25.

Faithful readers, observe, if we had a firm

:

faith and a sure confidence, like this godly
man, and dare trust from the heart upon the

living God, O how little should we trouble

ourselves with such heathenish cares, con-

cerning dwelling, eating, drinking, and
: clothing, for we well know, that Christ,


