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How will yon draw water from dry fount-

ains, and gather fruit from withered trees?

2 Pet. 2:17.
How can you be partakers of the Lord's

table and of tlie table of devils ?

How can .you drink both of the Lord's cup
and the devil's cup, and be in the commun-
ion of Christ and of anti-christ^ 3 Cor. 10: 21.

You cannot serve two masters who are op-

posed to each other; you must love the one

and hate the other, or else you will hold to

the one and despise the other. You must
be for Christ or against him, you Avill gather

with him, or desti-oy in opposition to him,

Matt. 6:24.

Since we, by the grace of God, so plainly

see how your preachers are sent, see their

doctrine and lives, how they go withou.t be-

ing called, falsify the word of God, lead

a wanton, sensual life, deceive the poor
people; and being so abimdantly admon-
ished by the Scriptures, that we sliould for-

sake, avoid, and shun such preachers, be-

cause they are so diametricallj^ opposed to

Christ and his word, and we desire to be
obedient to the voice of our shepherd in this

matter as it becomes all the pious of Christ,

for the kingdom is promised to the obedient,

as the Scriptures say, "Not every one that

saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into

the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth

the will of my Father," Matt. 7: 21.

And we also, agreeably to the contents of

God's word, have departed from their doc-

trine, sacraments and service, and this we
testify both by word and deed, with posses-

sions and blood, before lords and princes, in

cities and in the country, before j^ou, and
the world as an admonition, doctrine and
instruction, so that you all, both teachers

and hearers, might awaken, to reflect on the

truth, repent and come out from the king-

dom and fellowship of anti-christ, and enter

the Ivingdoin and communion of Christ; and
thus extricate your poor souls from the

snares of unbelief, that you may lie res-

cued, preserved and eternalh^ saved.

For we will sooner endure, in our mortal
bodies, misery, povert}", tribulation, himger,

thirst, heat, cold, bonds and death, and ad-

here to the word of the Lord, than lead se-

cure easy lives witli the world, and for the

sake of a short and temporal life, ruin our

souls.

AVe think with holy Peter, that we should

rather obey God than man; and with virtu-

ous Susanna, it is better to fall into the

hands of man, than into the hands of God.

All who fear the Lord may read and judge.

COUNTER ARGIJMEITS
OP

BABYLON ANJ) ITS BUILDERS, WITH THEIR REPLICATIONS.

Beloved reader, although we have clearly

shown you the difference between true and
false preachers, and why we should n(jt

hear them, we hope tliat the god-fearing,

who acknowledge the word of the Lord to

be true, might fid ly comprehend this groitstd

AKD truth; still we And some among those

preachers, who partly know that their cause

cannot stand the test of the Scripture.

Nevertheless, not being born of God, nor
fearing liim lint seeking unlawful gain, the

world and ease, they have garbled a variety

of scriptural passages, by which they per-

suade the simple, those who di-ead the cross

of Christ, that it is la^\i'ul to hear their doc-

trine and attend upon their church services,

and this they do in order to live at ease and

enjoy good times.

in tiie first place, they say that Christ

said, "The Scribes and Pharisees sit in

Moses' seat: all, therefore, whatsoever they

bid vou observe, that observe and do; Imt
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do not ye after their works," Matt. 23: 3.

From which they condiide, that, as the

Scribes and Pharisees were sitting in the

seat of Moses, and mingling leaven with the

nnleavened lump, of which Christ warned
his disciijles, saying, all therefore whatso-

ever they bid you obsei-ve, that observe and
do, they also now sit in Christ's seat, al-

though they are in their doctrine and lives

not upright and free from guilt ; that there-

fore we are to hear them, so fai^'as^they

preach the word of-0od, but-inot to do after

their works. "~ "

To which we reply: First we ask them
whether they and the Pharisees are one or

not ? If they answer yes, they must then be
their own judges, and decide that tTiey'are

of those who crucified Christ, stonecl Ste-

phen, beat the apostles, persecuted the saints,

and they are of those who are threatened

with eternal woe; they may well then be

afraid and fear the Lord and his judgments.

If they answer no, then they can prove

nothing with this i)assage.

Secondly, we reply: If they adduce this

passage, quasi argumentum assimdli, i. e.

as it were an argument of similitude, and
remark tha,t to sit in Moses' seat, is to

rightly preach and attend to Moses' law
with its ceremonies. This did the Scribes

and Pharisees, they left the law and cere-

monies entire and altered nothing therein,

although they practiced some superstition

with it, as maybe seen from Matt. 15: 3.

For had they altered the law and ceremony,

they would not have been sitting in Moses'

seat.

But even as the Scribes and Pliarisees did

sit in Moses' seat, these will then also have
to show tliat they sit in Christ's seat, that

is, they must prove that they preach Christ's

gospel, bajitism, supper, separation; preach
and practice all things correctly, or the ar-

fpimentunt. ass/miU cannot stand. If this is

the case, we may then ask counsel of the

Scriptures; wliy they sufter the traditions

of men to be added thereto? But we well

know that the Scriptures are silent on this

subject.

Tliirdly, we reply : So long as the Scrilies

and Pharisees were sitting in Moses' seat,

and practiced the ceremonies and taught
the law which pointed to Christ, as before

related; so long did Christ direct his dis-

ciples and the people, at that time, to them;
for the law was not fully accomplished; the

perfect sacrifice, which was to abolish all

typical sacrifices, was not yet offered; the

veil of the tem^jle was not yet rent, the

figures and shadows were not yet changed
into the new and abiding reality. After it

had all been accomplished according to the

Scriptures, and all things made new in

Christ, he did not then send out the Scribes

and Pharisees with Moses' law, but his dis-

ciples with his owTi doctrine; and said, "Go
e into all the world and preach the gospel

o every creature," Mark 16: 15, "teaching

them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you," Matt. 28: 20.

Since then all things are new in and
through Clirist; and as the people of Moses
were directed to his preachers, by Christ be-

fore his death, to those who sat in Moses'
seat and rightly taught the law, and cere-

monies; in like manner, in the new Testa-

ment, are we, after the death of Christ, di-

rected to those preachers who sit in Christ's

seat, teaching his words nnblamably, and
using his sacraments as the Scriptures teach.

But the Scriptures abundantly warn us of

those who adulterate Christ's doctrine, mis-

use his sacraments, seduce the people, lead

dissohite and wanton lives; such we are to

shun, avoid and abandon, not to admit them
into our houses, for they sit in anti-christ's,

and not in Christ's seat, as said, Matt. 7: 15.

Secondly, they adduce what Paul says,

"Quench not the spirit; despise not prophe-

syings ; iJi'O"^'*? 'ill tilings ; hold fast that

which is good, abstain fi'om all appear-

ance of evil," 1 Thess. 5: 19—23.

I answer: Paul himself explains, accord-

ing to oxu* opinion, of what spirit and pro-

phecy he thiis spake. For if it were the

opinion of the apostle that we should repair

to houses where this open seduction and
idolatry are carried on, and there prove

their spirit and doctrines, Paul would then

have contradicted himself, M'hen he says,

that w(^ shall separate, shun and flee from
them; for we know of a certainty that they

do corrupt the word and sacraments of the

Lord, and seek nothing but a good living,

and are without the spirit and doctrine of

Christ.
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O no -, Paul did not write this of such

preachers as the Scribes and Pharisees were,

neither of the idolatrous priests of Egypt

and Babylon (understand well what I mean)

:

but he said this touching the prophets, pas-

tors and teachers in the Church of Christ,

that we are not to quench tlieir spirit, but

prove their doctrine, and hold fast to that

which is good. And if they taught any thing

not in accordance with the Scriptui'es and

the ti-ue faith, to avoid it. If any man pro-

phesy, let him prophesy according to the

proportion of faith, Rom. 12: 6, and this is

to what John exhorts his disciples, "Be-

loved, believe not every spirit, but try the

spirits, whether they are of God," 1 John 4:

1. And this passage. Abstain from all ap-

pearance of evil, may be understood as not

properly referring to what is just mentioned.

My good reader, we have proved your

preachers so well, both as to their spirit

and doctrine, that we may with a clear con-

science say, that they are not of God and

his word, but of the bottomless pit, of the

dragon and of the beast. Say, dear reader,

how shall we acknowledge those as teach-

ers who so wantonly fight against the word

of God'^ Wliat communion has light with

darkness ? "Wliat concord has Christ with

Belial? 1 Cor. 6: 14. The greater part of

their teaching and action is delusion and

hypocrisy. My reader, do not pervert these

words, for what I write is the truth, and I

can prove it to the whole world, from their

doctrines, lives and sacraments.

Thirdly, they ask, Why will we not hear

them; for the wise men of the Bast gave

heed to what Herod said?

Anstcer: To adduce this passage seems to

me to be so puerile, that it is by no means
worthy of reply. For Herod did nothing

else than by the instruction of the scribes,

point out to the wise men the town in which

the king of the Jews should be born, and

he did it with a blood-thirsty heart, as the

following act shows; he sent them to Beth-

lehem and said, "Go and search diligently

for the young child, and when you have

found him, bring me word again, that I may
come and worship him also," Matt. 2: 8.

Herod was afraid when he heard that the

Jews had a king born, lest he might lose his

kingdom and glory; he therefore spoke, out

of pure hypocrisy and slyness, with the wise

men, for he was desirous of the child's death,

to prevent its becoming a king. But when
he saw that he failed in his hypocrisy, he
became very much enraged, and showed his

fierce, tyrannical, ungodly disposition; he
sent forth and slew all the childi-en that

were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts

thereof, from two years old and under, that

by the slaying of all the innocent children

he might also destroy the born king, as may
be seen from Matt. 2: 16.

O my good reader, how justly they do ap-

peal to this hypocritical, lying, ambitious

and tyrannical Herod ; for the greater part

of them are of the same spirit and disposi-

tion. They are so much pained that Christ

is born again through his word. They prac-

tice hypocrisy like Herod; they lie, and say

that they are sincere; but they fear their un-

lawful gain, their rich and lazy life, lest

Christ sliould rule, as Herod feared, lest he
should lose his kingdom. And they are

ready to destroy the pious, as Herod was
determined upon the blood of Christ, as

you have heard.

Since then they are mauilestly hypocriti-

cal liars, and earthly-minded, and also in-

tent ujion blood, as may be seen in some
places; therefore we will also take for an
example in this matter the wise, who, being

admonished by a heavenly inspiration, did

not return to Herod, and, through the grace

of God faithfrdly observe the Lord's inspi-

ration, counsel, doctrine and admonition,

and turn to those who point out Christ in

full power and practice, and teach in the

truth, according to the spirit.

Fourthly, some of them say. Although

the devil should preach the word of God,

why should we not hear him ?

In the first place I reply to these vain,

slanderous calumniators, that it would be

I

well for them to learn rightly to distinguish

I

between the spirit and disposition of the

devil, and the spirit and nature of Christ,

before they would utter such unseasonable,
I blasphemous words before the poor people.

The devil was a liar from the beginning,

and will undoubtedly always be. Since then

he is a liar, and lying his natm-e, disposi-

tion and work, as the Lord says, how can

he then sincerely and rightly teach and
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preach the word of God, which is truth,

<and is diametrically opposed to his lying
disposition and nature, and though he did

teach the truth correctly, and give Christ his

praise, still he does so with a false heart;

for he is a devil and the truth is not in him.
He confessed Christ, rightly and accord-

ing to the contents of his word, when he
said. Thou art Christ, the holy one of God;
thou art Christ, the Son of God. However,
Christ did not desire his confession, but re-

proved him and said, Hold yoxu' peace, and
come out of him, for his confession was made
with a diabolical heart, as said.

Secondly, I say. If any one would hear
the voice of the devil, he need not go far;

alas ! he can hear him every where. All who
speak lies, speak of the devil. In the be-

ginning he spoke through the serpent; in

Israel through the false prophets, and now
through his preachers, in order to deceive

the people of the world, and divert them
from the truth, that they never can be saved.

Since then, that from the beginning he has
been, and still is a lying spirit, an adver-

sary of God, a falsifier of the Scriptures,

and a miu'derer of souls, and will eternally

be such, who can neither teach nor endure
any thing good, because he is by nature

unclean, a liar, and a deceiver, always the

enemy of every thing that is good, we will

therefore stop our ears, tlirough God's gi-ace,

and not hear such blasphemous speaking;

turn our backs upon the devil, with all his

lying preachers, as the Scriptures teach
;

and we will sincerely believe the Scriptures,

which direct us to Christ to hear him. Christ

directs us to his disciples, and they direct

us to such teachers who are blameless in

doctrine and life, as related. May the merci-

ful and gracious Lord eternally preserve all

the pious hearts against this Herodian gen-

eration, and against the devil's preachers,

Amen.
Fifthly, some also say that we may hear

them, if we suffer oiu'selves not to be de-

ceived by them.

I answer : The reader should observe how
the people of God ever were, from the days
of Abraham, separated from the world; and
especially since the days of Moses, they
have had their own particular preachers,

teachers, ceremonies, ordinances and ser-

vices, as may be abundantly read and seen
in all the books of Moses.

Secondly, that Israel was commanded by
God, that if a false prophet were to rise up
among them, and though he were to do
wonders and signs, he should die, Deut.
13: 4.

Thirdly, Israel was not allowed to teach
or to receive any doctrine or worship from
any strange nations circumjacent to them,
but to keep closely to the law and testi-

monies.

Fourthly, where there arose some ungodly
kings, such as Jeroboam, Ahab, Manasseh
and many others, who loved their own right-

eousness and idolatry more than the word
and right worship of the Lord; and when
the false prophets multiplied, who turned
the people from the Lord and his law, then
also did the Lord raise up true prophets
such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, &c., to reprove
the disobedient, idolatrous kings and false

prophets, and to warn the people faitMully
of them, and said, "Hearken not unto the
words of the prophets that prophesy unto
you; they make you vain ; they speak a
vision of their own heart, and not out of the
mouth of the Lord," Jer. 23: 16. These
prophets all gloriously pointed to Christ,

to his kingdom and reign.

Fifthly, that Christ, as well as Moses, or-

dained and appointed in his kingdom, com-
nmnity, or church, prophets, preachers,

teachers, ceremonies and ordinances, which
are to be observed by all true christians for

ever.

Sixthly, the holy apostles teach, advise,

and admonish us, that we are to separate
ourselves from those, in doctrine and in

worship, be they baptized or not, who agree
not with the spirit, doctrine, reg-ulations

and examples of Christ.

Seventhly, that the whole world with their

spirit, doctrine, sacrament, worship and
conduct, are far fi-om Christ's spirit, word,
sacrament, worship and example ; and,
alas! are nothing but a new Sodom, Egypt
and Babel, Rev. 11: 8.

Eighthly, that all those who acknowledge
God's word, and are partakers of his Spirit,

are called on to let their lights shine out of
darkness and give light to the world, that

they reprove all ungodliness by word, deed.
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life and death, confess the Lord's holy name,
word and will, and confirm it by a pions

and imblamable life, according to the Scrip-

tm-es.

Ninthly, that "whoso shall oflend one of

these little ones which believe in me (Clu'ist),

it were better for him that a mill-stone were

hanged about his neck, and that he Avere

drowned in the depth of the sea," ^latt.

18: 6.

Tenthly, that we reflect well, why or for

what reason we are not to hear such preach-

ers. If we do hear them, and desire to be

taught of them, then we seek the truth

among lies, and life among the dead. But
if we will not be taught of them, but use our

libertj^, as they call it, we must confess that

such hearing is no hearing, but trifling and
hypocrisy, by which we despise the spirit,

doctrine, ordinances, counsel, admonition,

community and church of Christ ; and
strengthen the seducing abominations, idol-

atry, and kingdom of anti-christ, and con-

forai to the world in all appearance of evil,

act the hj^pocrite, grieve and vex many a
pioiis child of God, cause strife among the

pious, and esteem lightly the innocent blood
Avhich is shed in many places on this ac-

count.

Behold, my readers, all who fear the Lord,

and rightly examine and judge tJiese ten-

Y
•' articles, here briefly stated, by the Spirit

and word of the Lord, will not halt here,

but they will faithfully take heed to the

\u counsel and admonition of the Holy Ghost;

reprove the world both by works and doc-

trine; avoid every appearance of evil, and
walk unblamably in the house of the Lord.

But touching the falsie -worship, the light-

minded comfort one another, and say. chil-

dren may be baptized; for thechildis clean;

the water is clean ; to wash and to bathe is

also clean, «N:c. AVe may also leceive the

supper of the Lord at the hands of these

preachers, although it is in idolatrous hous-

es; christians have no idols anymore, they

only use bread and wine as such, which is

pure to the pure; Paul says. To the pure all

Tilings are pure. They appeal to the case of

Naanian, the Captain of the king of Assyr-

ia; and to the house of Rimmon, and say.

We care not for the idolatry of the priests,
^

but we worship Him who made heaven and
earth.

I answer : Can a single passage be ad-

duced from the Scriptures, that uncleanness,

sin, falsifying the ordinances of God, idol-

atry, disobedience to the word, and hypoc-
risy are all jmre to the pure, that is, to the

true believers ; then we might consider a
little on it. But we know certainly, that not

a single passage can be advanced.

O my reader, if the men of God had thus

understood the Scriptures, as these poor
people do, the three valiant young men
would have by no means suffered them-

selves to be cast into the fiery furnace. The
upright Eleazer, the God-fearing pious moth-
er with her seven sons, the holy prophets,

apostles and pious witnesses of God, would
have saved their lives, would have escaped

the crael tortures and pains, and said. To
the pure all things are pure, we will dieer-

fully comply.

O no! my good reader, no: the clean are

not to touch the unclean. Touch not the un-

clean thing, says the Spirit of God through ^
Isaiah and Paiil, that is, what the Scriptm-es

forbid. He that washed himself, after the

touching of a dead bodj^, if he touch it

again, what availeth his washing^ Is it not

folly for any man to wash his clothes, and
afterwards tread them into the mire again?

The Scriptures plainly teacli, that "the just

shall live by faith," and that a "good tree

brings forth good fruit." We certainlyknow
that an humble, lowly-minded soiil will nev-

er magnificently array itself in gold, pearls

or other costly apparel; that those who fear

the Lord, will be honest, chaste, sober; they

will not talk, drink, sing and dance with

dishonorable women ; for the knowledge,
fear and love of God and his word foi'bid

them ; and should one do so, we would
know that his light is darkness, and his

conduct not agreeable to the Scri])tures.

And so it is iiubecoming to those who boast

of the word, and woxild reprove seduction,

the idolatry and abominations of preachers

by the Scriptures, and yet associate witli

them in their doctrine, sacraments, false

service, for words without actions profit

nothing. "Have no fellowship with the un-

fi-uitful works of darkness, but Tather re-

prove them," Eph. 5: 11.
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It is true, tliat to the iiure all things are
;

pure, which are not contrary to the Spirit

and word of God. For none are called pure
j

^ in the Scriptures, except those who conform
to the Spirit and word of the Lord. All who
agree with the word, to them all laAvfid, pure
things, are pure, such as eating, drinking,

clothing, houses, manors, land, gold, silver,

wives, children, goods, food, to wake, to

sleep, to speak, to be silent, and all things

which God has given us as necessaries; be-

cause thej^ are pui-e, they will also use all

lawful, pure things purely; namely, in the

fear of God, with thanksgiving aud modera-
tion, to the praise of God and to the service

of their fellow man; to which end, these

things were given of God, for tlie use of men.
All things prohibited of God, such as hy-

pocrisy, unfruitful works, conformity to the

world, living in ailluence and splendor, and
living in idolatry, are liy all means, impure
to the pure, to the faithful, obedient children

of God; and the pure can never use things

impurely through all eternity, according to

the will of God; for the Spirit of God and
^ his word forbid them.

Adam was allowed of God to eat of all

the vegetables and fruits of the earth, for

his subsistence, except of the tree of knowl-

edge of good and evil; for if he should eat

thereof, he must die. All the fruits and
creatures allowed of God, were pure to jiure

Adam, but one tree was impure to him
through the command of God; he ate there-

of, and he, with all his seed, fell under the

power of death.

And even as all things are pure to the

pure, and are for the good of the pious, so

also to the imyjure all things are impure,

and to the evil all things are evil; because

they are impure, they use all the creatures

of God impurely. They eat and drink to

excess; thej^ dress gorgeously; and indulge

in lewdness; they raise their children to

idleness; they avariciously hoard gold, sil-

ver, houses and lauds, and there is nothing

they use purely according to the will of

God; for they are impure, sensual, disobe-

dient to the word, and are earthly-minded,

as the Scriptures say.

Further; it is also an abominable calumny
and slanderous seduction, what some pre-

tend and sa.y; outward idolatry cannot de-

file and make impure, if not sanctioned by
the heart.

My good reader, if tliat were true all the

l>assages would have been spoken to no
purpose, which say; neither be ye idolators

as Avere some of them; have no felloAvship

with the unfruitful works of darkness ; avoid
all appearance of evil, &c., then would also

the oftence of the cross have been ended.
No, no, it becomes a true christian to be
wholly pious, to glorify God, both in body
and spirit.

Aaron, a high jiriest called of God, a tjqje

of the Lord Jesus, when \\o was constrained

of the people to make gods for them which
should go liefore them, he was overcome
through the weakness of the iiesh, that he
3'ielded to the idolaters, and made them a
golden calf. Aaron did not worship it in

his heart; for he well knew it was not the

God who led them through the red sea, but

that it was a creatui-e made of gold. Never-

theless this guilt was charged to Aaron, for

Moses said, "What did this people unto

thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin

upon them?" Ex. 32: 21; yea, the Lord
would have destroyed him had not Moses
interceded for him, Beiit. 9: 20.

AVe would, that all founders of sects and
erring spirits, whose rejection of the cross,

ease, carnal minds and hj'pocrisy, is cloak-

ed under the semblance of the word of God,
would reflect well upon the history of Aa-
ron; I trust they would no longer conceal

their nudity and disgrace with fig-leaves;

but would clothe themselves with the true

coat of skins, with Jesus Christ, made of

God; for they comfort and encourage the

poor, rude people in their idolatry and
faith, bj' their ungodly dealings, wliich tliey

call liberty, gi'ieve the pious unto death,

discoiu'age and oftend the poor, wavering-

souls of whom it is wiitten, "Whoso shall

offend one of these little ones, Avliich believe

in me, it were better for him, that a mill-

stone were hanged about his neck, and that

he were drowmed in tln' depth of the sea."

Matt. 18: 6.

AVhat christian liberty is, and how it is to

be used according to the will of God. is fully

explained in Rom. 14.

Say, beloved, how can we include in chris-

tian liberty, that which is so openly com-
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mitted against so many passages in the

Scriptiu'es against brotherly love, and con-

trary to all the examples of so many saints,

as said?

O, were they pnre in heart, who introduce

such subtle arguments, and would they but
love Christ supremely over every thing, how
soon they would then know that that which

they maintain is contrary to the spirit and
word of God. But I fear they are those con-

cerning whom it is wTitten, ''There is a gen-

eration that are pure in their own eyes, and
yet are not washed from their filthiness,"

Prov. 30: 12.

Touching Naaman, we have to notice at-

tentively the following passages.

First, that Naaman was neither a Jew,

nor a proselyte, but a foreigner, who was
not included in the doctrine, ceremonies, or-

dinances and righteousness of Israel, al-

though he would no longer serve idols, and
would seiTe and ofter to God, he had not

yet received the sign, viz., circumcision.

Secondly, that he was the servant of his

master, upon whom the king depended;
and therefore had to attend to the service of

his master when the king worshiped in tlie

house of Rimmon, and would worshij) none
other than the true God who had cleansed

him.
Thirdly, that we cannot conclude with cer-

tainty from the answer of the prophet, how
far he did, or did not comply.

Fourthly, that the house of Rimmou, and
the service thereof, and our temple with its

services, are not the same; for in the house
of Rimmon the name of God, the laws, the

ordinances and ceremonies, were not abused,

for they were not known there. But what
abuses, disgTace, scofBngs, abomination and
blasphemy, are carried on in our temples
under the name of Christ, all rational men
may determine hy the Scriptures.

But if any one says, Why do you concern
;

yourselves about the doings of the priests ?

'

Worship God as Naaman did, this sounds
to us thus, "Behold your pious father will

;

be often slanderously mocked, insulted, re-

viled and much abused; let such things not

move you, or confound you, but be uncon-

cerned and contented. Submit quietly, but
in your heart honor your father, &c." Say,

beloved, what rational and upright child

could bear to see his father thus assaulted,

and 3"et keep his silence?

Since then, we see with irnclouded eyes,

how miserably they treat our eternal Fath-

er, who loved us so greatlj^, in their houses
of abomination; and how they behave to-

wards his son, Jesus Christ, who bought us

with such a precious price. Again : How
they quench his Holy Spirit, hate his will,

his word, and abuse his sacraments, reject

his ordinances and commands, revile and
I reproach his children, deceive poor souls,
' and rob Christ of liis glory ; and with all

' this, they desire us to unite with sucli oj^en

enemies of God; to act the hjqaocrite with

them, to listen to their xmgodly seductions

and abominations ; if we should, we would

j

be very ungrateful children, and without

love. This is incontrovertibly true.

No; such is not the way of pious chris-

tians; but as Christ defends his church, is

not ashamed of her, and enlightens her by
his Holy Spirit and word, comforts her in

all her distresses, strengthens her in suffer-

ings and endows her with power and wis-

dom, before lords and princes, wise and
learned, and before the whole world, that

all have to be silent and ashamed in pres-

ence of a poor, humble christian; and in

the da}^ ofjudgment acknowledge her before

his Father, and will bestow lapon her the

eternal kingdom; and so do the spirit and
love of Christ also demand of us, that we
confess before men his divine honor, word,
will, ordinances and commands, and be-

sides, we are to testify it by our works, pos-

sessions, blood, life and death, and not clan-

destinely frequent such houses of abomina-
tion, where his great and adorable name is

so miserably dishonored and slandered

;

and where we hear not the tnith, nor learn

any piety. For it is nothing but hypocrisy
which they teacli ; although they disguise

it with the word of the Lord, as may be evi-

dently observed by their works.
All, teachers and hearers, run, saj's the

prophet, like a frantic heifer, they all hate

reproof and instruction, and live impru-

dently according to their own lusts. They
desire not God's word, therefore, I fear the

scourge is readj^, and tlie avenging sword
of the Lord is drawn; that soon one ungodly
man will eat another, so that many of them
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will be destroyed, for these foolish people
j

will be punished.

Fifthly, we have to observe, that in the

. New Testament we are only directed to the

Spirit, word, counsel, admonition and us-

ages of Christ; what he allows us we may
do, but what he forbids we dare not do ; it

])«Ci4!pies all true Christians to conform there-

to, and not according to such doubtful his-

tories and obscure passages, from which we
can draw no sure ground, and which teach

the very reverse of what the Lord's apostles

publicly taught.

Here I would faithfully admonish the sin-

cere reader, that he would not suffer himself

to be deceived with such words; Init at all

times to keep and abide in the unchangeable
and sure ground, which the faithful witnesses

of Christ, the holy apostles have left us, which
they taught us plainly in their writings ; for

the deceivers seek but to confound the wav-
ering, and to be free from the cross of Christ.

But, say they, We esteem it to be better

to do so sometimes, in order that we may
administer to our wives and children, and
serve the poor, than that we should wholly ;

abandon the preachers, and therel:)y make
all our possessions a prey.

To which we replj^, in the Ikst jjlace : The
first command teaches, "Thou shaft love the

Lord thy God with ail thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind." Where
the name of the Lord is profaned, and where
his word is violated, there it beliooves you
in all love, to reprove such things with an
unblamable life, by the word of God, and
to defend the praise of God, as much as in

you is ; reflect upon what the Lord says,

Whosoev'er loves father, mother, brother,

sister, wife, children, possessions and life

more than me, cannot be my disciple, Luke
14: 26.

'

I

Secondly, that all who believe that God
made heaven and earth, and sustained Is-

rael forty days with Itread from heaven, and
water from tlie rock, sent Elias his neces-

sary food l)y a raven; who gives the l:)irds

in the air, the lishes in the water, and the

reptiles upon earth, their food ; they will

not doubt the goodness, power and promise
of their Lord Jesus Christ, who says, " Seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and his right-

eousness, and all these things shall be added
10

unto you," Matt. 6 : 33, for if the countenance
of his grace is in this matter over those who
reject him, how much more over those who
fear him and keep his commandments.

Thii'dly, that the Almigiity, bountiful God,
God Almighty, wlio is all-sutficient to sup-

port the poor and needy without any idol-

atry, hypocrisy and service of the devil; be-

cause he has no delight in such offerings

and gifts of unrighteousness; as the prophet
says. Behold, to obey is better than sacri-

fice, and to hearken, than the fat of rams

;

for rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.

1 Sam. 15: 22, 23.

All, therefore, who say that they do this

on account of their wives and children, and
for the sake of the poor, oiight to know that

they love their wives and children more than
God, and lessen the arm and power of God,
and lie unto the Lord; they should knoAv
that they only cover and adorn their indo-

lence, their dislike of the cross, their unbe-
lief, earthlj'-mindedness and hypocrisy un-

der such pretense. Let every one take heed
to himself and fear God, who has eyes lilce

flaming fire, which penetrate heaven and
earth, and cannot be blinded by fair words.

Again, they further pretend that Paul pu-

rified himself according to the custom of the

Jews, and Timothy was circumcised. This

is quite different, for these were things which
God had commanded, although they ended
iir Christ. The reason wliy Paul consented

thereto vras, that he might preach the word
with more freedom to tlie Jews, as he says,

"Unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I

might gain the Jews; to them that are under
the law, as under the law, that I might gain
them that are under the law," 1 Cor. 9: 20.

And since these works did not originate

with anti-christ, but from God, with which
Paul would not offend the weak Jews; as

explained; how can we then show bj' them,

tliat we are at liberty to hear false preach-

ing, receive the baptism and enjoy the sup-

per of anti-christ; and to take part with the

world in open idolatry and blasphem_y? Al-

though this may not be done with the heart,

it is at least so in apjiearance. Or we must
consider the works of tlie law, which were
of God, to be as unclean and ungodly as the

works and abominations of darkness, which
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are of the devil; and esteem the remmcia-

'

tion of the cross of Christ as highly as the

zeal with which Paul undertook to teach the
,

Jews the (jros})el of Christ.

O my faithful reader, if you would not
lose your poor soul, do not then dishonor
Christ, rightly seek his praise, obey his

Spirit, doctrine, counsel, admonition and
example, and you will never be made
ashamed; you will soon discover that the,

purilicatiou of Paul, and circumcision of
j

Timothy, are different from the doings,

abominations, idolatry and blasphemy of

anti-christ, -which have been practiced from
time to time, in the name of Christ, even to

the present day. May the gracious, merci-

ful God grant that you may all come to the

knowledge, and walk in his truth, Amen.
Lastl}", they say. That we are yet prison-

ers in Babel, and that we may therefore do
in semlilance the works of Babel; and as-

sert the saA'ings of Baruch, "Ye shall see in

Babylon gods of silver, and of gold, and of
|

wood, borne upon shoulders, which cause

the nations to fear: beware, therefore, that

ye in no wise be like to strangers, neither

be ye afraid of them, Avlien ye see the multi-

tude before them and liehind tliem, worship-

ing them; but say in your hearts, O Lord,
we must worship thee,"' Bar. 6 : 4, 5.

Answer: Here we have lirst to observe,

what is shown by the Babylonian captivity;

when the Israelites did not serve God aright '

in their own country , the}' were scattered ac-

cording to the prediction of Moses, by the

righteous and gracious judgment of God,
among the heathen nations, and were led

i

captive under the dominion of Babylon. So
it is with tliose who boast themselves as be-

ing the spiritual Israel ; because they be-

came unfaithful to the Lord, and rejected

liis word, and turned their ears to preachers

of lies, the Babylonian king, anti-christ, has
i

taken advantage of them and deprived them
of the true doctrine, ceremonies and services,

and led them captive under his dominion,
and has bound them miserably with the

cords of error and idolatrous abominations.

But all those who are again enlightened

by the Spirit and word of the Lord, born of

God, and die unto the old man, sin; forsake
all human misleadings, and rightlj- use the
holy sacraments of the Lord, his ordinances

and divine services, thej* are freed from spir-

itual Babylon, that is, from sin, liell. death,

devil, from the doctrines and commands of

men. from all idolatrj' and abominations,
as Paul says. There is, therefore, now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after

the Spirit; for the law of the Spirit of life in

Christ Jesus, hath made me free from the

law of sin and death, Rom. 8: 1, 2.

All, then, who say that they are yet cap-

tives of Babjion, testify that thej^ have not

been set at liberty by the Cj'rus (Jesus

Christ), from their sins, and have not come
from Chaldea to Jerusalem, Isa. 24: 28:

Ezra 1 :
1—4.

Secondly, that Israel is not commanded
hereto conform themselves to the gentiles;

but when the}' saw them carrj' their idols,

even as we may see on the days of papisti-

cal jirocessions and abominations, although

we are not in their temple, then they should
worship God only, and give him the honor;
for if God had commanded them to conform
in all things to the Babylonian idolatry,

and only serve the Lord with their heart

secretly, then Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego acted foolishly in refusing to worship
the great golden idol, on accoimt of which
they hazarded their lives. O no ! the mi-

raculous work, shown of God to them, testi-

fies that they acted rightly. All, then, I

say, who teach that true believers are not

released from Babj'lon, do thereby deny th(>

merits, death and blood of Christ, deny faith

with its power, and the Holy Ghost with his

liberty, and despise whollj' the innocent

blood of the free witnesses of the free chil-

dren of God, which is shed so abundantty.
Let every one see well to what he believes

and teaches ; for I fear that both the shedder

of blood, and the despiser are alike guilty.

My good reader, examine the Scriptures

well, and you will find, that to the free chil-

dren of God here upon earth, there is no lib-

erty promised as to the flesh, for Christ says,

"Ye shall be hated of all nations for my
name's sake," Matt. 24: 9. Again. "If any
man will come after me, let him den_y him-

self, and take up his cross and follow me,"

Matt. 16: 24. Again, "Whosoever killeth

3'ou will think that he doeth God service,"

John 16: 2. "All that will live godly in
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Christ Jesus," says Paul, "must suffer per-

1

secution,"2Tini. 3: 13. And''throua:li much
tribulation we must enter into the kingdom
of God," Acts 14: 22. For the liberty of the

spirit is to be maintained with much misery,

tribulation, persecutions, bonds, fear and
death. "The disciple is not above his mas-
ter, nor the servant above his lord ; it is

enough for th(^ discixile that he be as his

master, and the servant as his lord," Matt.

10 : 24.

Behold, beloved sirs, friends and breth-

ren, here you have the leading parts, and
chief articles of a christian ground aist)

ForxDATioN, with a plain instruction and
exposition of the anti-christian abomina-
tions and Babylonian acts, whereby the true

apostolic foundation, for a long time, was
corrupted and razed to the ground; and we
have contrasted light with darkness, truth

with falsehood, that the whole truth by oiir

seeking, doctrine and lielief, undertaking

and weak attempts, may be made manifest.

And I hope by the grace of God. that you
will readily receive it, if you are at all hon-

estly disposed, read it with a sincere heart,

fear God, and acknowledge Christ as the

true head; and see that we are grounded
upon the only eternal corner stone, that we
walk in the right way, although in weakness
and to have the jilain truth, and that there

is no other ground or way, and truth to be
found in the Scriptures, that can stand be-

fore God, other than this, which we have

pointed out, and which we on every occa-
sion maintain and defend in so nuich tribu-

lation.

I have served you all witli this small
gift, as I received it from my God. I gladly
would that I could serve yoxx longer with
great and abundant grace, to the praise of
the Lord. Therefore, have I renounced
praise, honor, ease, and forsaken all, and
willingly submitted to the pressing cross of
my Lord Jesus Christ, which ofttimes weighs
very heavily on my weak llesh. I seek nei-

ther gold nor silver (the Lord knows this),

but am ready, with faithful Moses, to suffer

affliction Avith the people of God, rather than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;
and I esteem the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt, for I

know what the Scriptures have promised us,

and this is my only joy and desire of my
heart, that I may extend the borders of the

kingdom of God, publish the truth, reprove
siu, teach righteousness, feed the hiingry

with the word of the Lord, lead the stray
sheep into the right path, and win many
souls to the Lord through his Spirit, power ^
and grace, and so act in my weakness, as

he taught me who purchased me, a miser-

able sinner, with his crimson blood, and
gave me this mind, by the gosi^el of his

grace, namely, Jesus Christ, to him be

praise and glory, and the eternal kingdom,

Amen.

A CHRlSTlAiX
A^T)

AFFECTIONATE EXHORTATION TO ALL IN AUTIIOEITY.

Aim to till' learned, to tlie common peox)te, to sects and to tJte bride of C//n's-t. iliat if

not a little scorclied ly tJie lieat of tJie sun every icltere.

We have shown you in the preface, faith-

ful reader, why or wherefore we published
these oru- writings, to wit: on accomit of the

abominable deceptions, and the manifold

dangers at this time, for there are to be
found so many schisms, communities,


