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nal life ; abandon all j^onr deceptions,

blindness, sedncements and abominations,

in wliicli you have Intlierto been involved;

seek the right truth with all yoiu- powers;
pray to God for wisdom; warn every one;

deal and act unblamably; then you Avill

not be of that number of shepherds called

by such dreadful names in the Scriptures,

and you will not be partakers of that dis-

pleasure, punishment and -math, but you
will inlierit grace, mercy and life, as the

prophet saj^s, "But if the wicked A\-ill turn

from his sins that he hath committed, and
keep all my statutes, and do that which is

lawfiil and right, he shall surely live, he
shall not die ; all his transgressions that he
hath committed, they shall not be men-
tioned unto him," Ezek. IS: 21, 23. The gra-

cious and merciful Lord, grant you all his

grace, knowledge. Spirit, Avisdom, light and
truth, that you may sincerely awaken, re-

pent, and be eternally sa red. Amen.

APPEAL TO THE COMMON PEOPLE.
Give ear, ye people

;
you who trust in

lies, and boast that you are Christians; tear

your bands asunder, and suffer yourselves

to be led no longer as asses bound and un-

der a heavy burden of sin, by these afore-

mentioned drivers, for they deceive you

;

they i^reach to you according to their own
opinion, and not out of the mouth of the

Lord ; they comfort you in your wicked
ways ; they call and cry only mercy and
peace, though it is displeasure and judg-

ment, as the prophet says. The priests and
prophets teach a false worship, and comfort

my people in their calamity, that ihey shall

esteem it lightly, saying, "Peace, peace,

when there is no peace;" they are the blind

leaders, wdio lead a'ou and themselves into

the pit, and the blind watchmen who watch
not over the city of God. Thieves and mur-
derers, who slay youi- poor souls with the

sword of their false doctrine, and steal from
you the word and kingdom of the Lord;
greedy shepherds who seek your wool, milk
and flesh, and not your souls. In short,

they are tliose who wholly desolate the

kingdom of Christ, and promulgate in high
honor tlie kingdom of anti-christ through
the whole world, and v/ho always comfort

and defend you, poor children, in your dis-

solute abominations, yoiu' obdurate, blind

life, so that, alas! there is none who is sin-

cert'ly converted to the Lord, laments his

sins, and says, What do I ?

O, worthy children and brethren, my heart

in my body quakes and fears, when I reflect

that such a numberless multitude of men
are born in vain and to no purpose; who
AA'ill have eternally to endure the -wi'ath and
judgment of the Lord, if they repent not,

and shall never find grace.

Beloved children, take heed, for thus

Christ Jesus teaches you, I tell you of a
tnith, "Excei^t ye be converted and become
as little childi-en, ye shall not enter into

the kingdom of heaven," Matt. 18: 3. O,

dear Lord, this is spoken by God's eternal

truth, which cannot lie, and how ungodly
you ignorant people live, and how far you
are from the innocence of children, youj.-

fruits testify; for you despise God and his

word; you hate all righteousness and truth,

many of you live as the irrational creatiu'es,

others quarrel, curse, swekr, are covetoiTs,

practice usury, lie, cheat, injure and de-

fraud one another; fidelit}^ and piety are

seldom found among you, faithlessness,

and kna-\'ery, alas, ever}^ where ; eating

to excess, gambling, gaming, drinking and
caroiising are pastimes amongst you ; to

pollute women and defile virgins is called

com-ting and loAing. To take the advantage
of, and defraud one another, is called rm-

derstanding and wisdom; you are valiant

at beer and mighty at Avine; unrighteous-

ness and destruction are in all yoiu* ways,
the poor and weak -you oppress, and you
revile the afflicted, the god-fearing and pious

;

you think and practice nothing but evil, you
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are without uuderstanding, says the proph-

et, as a frantic heifer. Pomp and splen-

dor you call the fashion and custom of the

country. The one lies in wait for the oth-

er's honor, property', and life, and seeks his

destruction, as the prophet says, yom- faith

is hypocrisy, your worship idolatry, your
whole life is world and flesh, as may be
seen, and then you say, he that walks in

simplicity, walks right, as if ignorance,

blindness, despising the truth,and godliness,

were a pious, humble and plain life. Dear
children, be ashamed of yom" otfensive Avan-

tonness and accursed folly.

Do you suppose that Christ is a liar, and
his word a fable? O no! his sentence stands

immovable, and shall never be altered ; if

you live in pride, avarice, voluptuousness,

unchastity and in carnal lusts, believe not

Christ and his word, continue to be earth-

ly-minded, and are not born of God, j'ou

must die eternally, or the Spirit of God is

not true, but false.

Say, beloved, why extol the apostles and
prophets, while you revile their doctrine as

heresy, and their lives as madness ? AYhy
suffer yourselves to be called cln-istians,

while you hate and oppose Christ's word
and example ?

Say you, we are without understanding,

imtaught, and know not the Scriptures ? I

then again reply: The word is plain and
needs no comment, namely, "Thou slialt

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,

and with all thy soul, and with all thy

strength, and thy neighbor as thyself,"

Matt. 22: 37, 39. Again, You shall give

bread to the hungry and entertain the

needy, Isa. 58: 7.

If you live according to the flesh, you
shall die; for, to be carnally minded is

death ; the avaricious, drunkards, and the

proud, shall not inherit the kingdom of God

;

for he will judge adulterers and fornicators,

Rom. 8; 1 Cor. 6, and many like passages.

All who do not understand such passages,

we must confess and acknowledge, are more
like irrational creatm-es then men, more
like blocks than christians.

O my children, my beloved chilcU'en, do
not deceive your own souls; seek wisdom
and understanding, even as you do your

daily food, that you may find great riches;

for the kingdom of heaven suffers violence.

Strive, says Christ, to enter in at the strait

gate; ask and you shall receive; seek and
you shall find ; knock and it shall be opened
unto you. The Almighty, great God is not
satisfied with a bare name, but he desires a
true, sincere faith, uirfeigned, ardent love, a
new, converted heart, true humility, mercy,
chastity, patience, righteousness and peace;
he desires the whole man, heart, professions

and actions. He avIio delights in the word
of the Lord, speaks the truth from the heart,

crucifies his fiesh, and will give his goods
and blood for the word of the Lord, if it be
required.

Behold, dear children, this is the way in

which we will all have to walk, if we desire

1
to be saved ; therefore, awaken and learn

wisdom. Hear the inviting voice of God,
: open unto him, and meet him, that he com-

j

plain not of you, as he did formerly through
his prophets, of obdurate and stiff-necked

Judea and Jerusalem. "I have nourished,"

1 says he, " and brought up children, and they
have rebelled against me; the ox Icnoweth

his owner, and the ass his master's crib;

but Israel doth not know, my people doth

not consider. Ah, siuftxl nation, a people
laden with iniquity, a seed of evil-doers,

children that are corrupters ! They have for-

saken the Lord, they have provoked the

Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are

gone away backward," Isa. 1 : 4.

Jeremiah says, "Every one tiu-ned to his

course, as the horse rusheth into the battle;

1

yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her

appointed times ; and the turtle and the

crane, and the swallow observe the time of

their coming; but my people know not the

judgment of the Lord," Jer. 8: 6, 7.

Remember, dear children, how greatly

Jesus Christ took to heart the obstinacy
' and blindness of the Jews; when he said,

"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I

have gathered thy children together, even

as a hen gathereth her chickens under her

wings, and ye would not," he wept and said,

"If thou hadst known, even thou, at least

in this thy day, the things which belong

unto thy peace, but now they are hid from
thine eyes," Luke 19: 42.

"^^^lerefore lay apart all filthiness and
!
Bupei'fluity of naughtiness, and receive with
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meekness tlie ingrafted word, wliicli is able

to save yonr souls," James 1 : 21. Seek Clod

with a Ml keart, repent sincerely, cleanse

yourselves inwardly before tlie Lord, let go

world, iiesk, false doctrine, and every thing

contrary to tlie konor, will, and word of

God; bear, believe and follow Jesus Ckrist,

tke only, and true skej)lierd of yom- soxils,

wlio sougkt you in suck great love, and pur-

ckased you witk suck a precious price, tken

you may, of a trutk, boast tliat you are tke

people of God, and tke ckiuck of Ckrist.

To kim, tke Lord and Savior Jesus Ckrist,

be praise and the eternal kingdom, Amen.

APPEAL TO CORRUPT SECTS.

Christ said, "Falsechrists andfalse proph-

ets shall rise, and shall show signs and
wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even

the elect. But take ye heed, behold, I have

foretold you all things," Mark 13: 22, 23.

O, you backsliding, erring children! Mind,

had you taken to heart this faithful warn-

ing of oiu- Lord and Savior, Christ ; had
you acknowledged kis Spirit, doctrine, and

koly life as a perfect Spirit, doctrine and

life, and acknowledged kim as tke true

Propket, promised in Scripture; andkadyou
received kim as tke tnie and living Son of

God; you would never kave been led so far

from kis ways, nor would suck frigktful

errors kave taken place. But, O Lord ! I

fear tkat some of you are so far enckanted,

tkat you vdll nevermore come to Ckrist, tke

true Skepkerd; for you, tkrougk a perverted

and obscure understanding of tke Scriptiu-es,

defend, as just and rigkt, tke abominable
works ofungodliness, wkick are not only con-

trary to tke Spirit, word and will of Ckrist,

but also contrary to reasonable modesty,

nature, and reason.

Is it not a grievous error, tkat you suifer

yourselves to be so sorely bewitcked by
suck worthless persons, and so lamentably

misled from one unclean sect to another;

first to that of Munster, next to Battenberg,

now Davidists; from Beelzebub to Lucifer,

and from Belial to Behemoth 'i Ever learn-

ing, but never able to come to the knowl-

edge of tke real trutk. You suffer your

selves to be led about by every wind of

doctrine. You ckoose out a way for your-

selves, as do also tke priests and monks;
you kold not to the head, Christ, from

which all the body, fitly joined together,

Cometh imto a perfect man, unto the meas-
ui'e of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

I fear that your sins vfill be punished;

for you are earthly, and carnal minded,
whereby you thnist from you the pui'e

j

knowledge of Christ, and kate kis cross;
' and against all admonition of Scriptures,

against tke undeceiving example of Ckrist

j

and kis saints, you conform yoiu'selves in

i tke splendor, pomp, eating, drinking, folly,

I

kypocrisy, and false worskip, of tkis proud,

useless, vain and idolatrous workl, wkick
you skould, by rigkt, instruct and admon-
isk by a pious, kumble, sober, and godly
walk.

O, you backsliding childi'en ! consider

kow grievously jow disgrace tke koly Moses,
wko teackes and speaks to you out of tke

mouth of God. He says, "I wiU raise tliem

up a propket from among tkeir bretkren,

like unto thee, and will put u\y words in his

mouth; and he shall sped;k unto tkem all

tkat I skall command kim. And it skall

come to pass, tkat wkosoever will not kear-

ken unto my words Avkick ke skall speak in

my name, I v.dll require it of him," Deut. 18:
' IS, 19. Tkis is repeated by Peter and Ste-

i phen in Acts 3: 23; and 7: 37.

Wkat do you do witk all tke great propli-

!
ets of God, as David, Isaiak, Jeremiak and
Ezekiel, wko, in so many places, Avitk suck

[

plain words, tkrougli tke inspiration of the

Holy Spirit, direct us to Christ and his

Avord? They must either testify to lies, or

your prophets must be deceivers and false

teachers. This is incontrovertible.

Did not holy Paul say, "But thougk we,


