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ent, but with full earnestness witliout delay,

rise from our abominable sin, separate our-

selves from our grievous errors, and slum
wickedness as we would a liungry, roaring

lion, or a blood-tliirsty enemy ;we should also
watch with open eyes all our days, lest the

Master of the house overtake us wlien we

sleep and regard us not. Let us not strike

our fellow servants; neither eat nor drink

with gormandizers, that he may not give us

our portion and lot with the hypocrites.

Concerning this watching, read Matt. 24;

Mark 13: 37.

ABRAHAM'S FAITH AND OBEDIENCE.

Abraham, the highly renowned patriarch,

who had not his equal in honor, as Sirach

writes, believed God and trusted upon his

word with the whole heart, and thus man-
ifested obedience and power as the result

of his faith. The Lord commanded him
and said, "Get thee out of thy country,

and from thy kindred, and from thy fath-

er's house, unto a land that I will shew thee,

and I will make of thee a great nation, and
I will bless thee, and make thy name great,

and thou shalt be a blessing, and I will

bless them that bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee, and in thee shall all fam-

ilies of the earth be blessed," Gen. 12: 1—3.

When he heard the command, he believed

his God and consulted not the ease of his

body nor his natural reason, but renounced
both, and did not strive nor dispute with

God, in whom he trusted and by whose
command he went forth; he did not desire

to know before hand into what land he
should go. He believed his God with his

whole heart, he was obedient and went forth

at that hour, together with Sarai, his wife,

not knowing where he should go. He re-

posed firmly and surely upon the promise
of God, who would not deceive nor betray

him, for he well knew that he was a God
who was true and firm in all his words, and
that he would bring him into such a country

as he had promised him.

Behold, how upright and perfect, how
plain, obedient, and full of confidence is

true, christian faith, as may he seen in this

patriarch. Compare your faith and its fruits

with Abraham's faith and its fruits, and I

presume you will iind that you have never

yet become his faithful seed and children;

IG

i for it is manifest that you are stubborn and

I

unbelieving, so fleshly and earthly minded
;

that you would not give a clay house, a
poor bed, a cow or a horse, nor would you

' endure a hard word for the sake of the word
of the Lord, and his testimony; and I doubt

j

whether you would forsake father or mother.

i
or the land of yom- birth, for the sake of

:
your faith, and like Abraham, travel with

5\ife and children to an imknown land.

j

Cursed unbelief keeps off the whole vforld

I

from the truth ; for many of you say. We
well know that you have the truth, but what
does it avail? We are poor and full of years,

we cannot longer labor or earn; we have a
house fuH of children and cannot earn our

bread in other lands; we fear, also, that the

Lord may not have su,ch a care for us as he
had for Abraham ; others, sa}' we, have much
wealth, we are young in years, and may
live long, yet father and mother hinder us.

The wife says, my husband opposes me

;

the husband says, my wife is against me,
and the like unbelieving fleshly excuses and
cares. They never take to heart, nor under-

stand, that Christ has richly promised you,

that if you abide by his word, you shall re-

ceive all the necessaries of the earth, as food,

clothing, and shelter. "I have been yoimg,
and now I am old; yet have I not seen the

righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging

! bread," Ps. 37: 25.

Faithful readers, observe, if we had a firm

:

faith and a sure confidence, like this godly
man, and dare trust from the heart upon the

living God, O how little should we trouble

ourselves with such heathenish cares, con-

cerning dwelling, eating, drinking, and
: clothing, for we well know, that Christ,
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God's own Son, has promised that if we
|

seek the kingdom of heaven, and his right-

eousness, and turn our hearts to some hon-

est labor, he will not forsake us to all eter-

nity, but will supply all our necessities, for
j

he cares for us.
j

Secondly, obser\"e his faith, when a mes-
sage came to Abraham, that Lot, his broth-

er's son, was taken to Sodom by Chedorla-

omar, the king of Elam, and his confederate

kings, Abraham rose up with three hundred
|

and eighteen of his servants and followed '

after the aforementioned kings ; he overtook
them in the night and slew them and re-took

all their goods, togetlier with Lot, the pris-

oners and their wives, Gen. 14: 16.

Here the fait! iful patriarch manifested his

love, the result of faith, and feared not the

power of the four kings. He trusted in the

living God, he sought not his own safety,

nor the safety of his servants, but willingly
j

risked all, in order that he might rescue his

oppressed liinsman from the hands of his

enemies, as an example for all the spiritual
i

children of Abraham, that they should so
|

love their brethren who are born of the in-

corruptible seed of the holy divine word,
and not only assist them with money and

\

goods, hnt also in an evangelical manner, ^

risk and give their lives for them m time of

need. I say in an evangelical manner; for

the aid of the sword is forbidden to all true

christians. According to the New Testa- ,

ment, all true believers should meekly suf-
[

fer, and not fight and combat with swords
and firearms. But if we wish to save or

gain om- neighbor's soul, by the help of the
Spirit and word of om- Lord, or if we see

our brethren in need or peril, and perse-

cuted for the sake of the word of the Lord,
then we should not close our doors to them,
but receive them in om- houses, share with
them our food, aid, comfort and assist them
in their tribulations, &c. In such cases, we
should risk our lives for our brethren, even
if we knew beforehand that it would be at

the cost of our lives. This example we have
of Chi-ist, who for our sakes, did not spare
himself, but willingly yielded his life, that

we through him, might live.

In the third place, observe, that to Abra-
ham tlie promise was given, that his seed
should be as numerous as the stars of heav-

en ; that they shoidd be strangers in another
land that was not theirs, and that they
should be oppressed and compelled to serve

four Inmdred years, &c. When this promise
was made lie believed; he believed this, and
his belief was reckoned to him for right-

eousness. He waited with patience, and it

was fulfilled in its time; he murmured not,

nor disputed with God, because his seed
shoidd suffer so greatly for so many years.

An admonition to all true christians that

they should cleave to the word of the Lord,
with all the heart, and shoidd hold firmly

to his promise; for God cannot forget or

break his word ; heaven and earth shall

pass awaj-, but his word shall stand and
abide forever. All who sliall trust in it, to

them it shall be reckoned as righteousness,

as it was to Abraham. Through faith he
saw the promise fi'om afar; he saw it, and
comforted himself therewith. In like man-
ner also with us, the promise of the future,

eternal life, is given through Christ, and we
are informed that for his name's sake, we
must suffer much from this perverted and
wicked generation. This promise is seen

from afar, and a,ll who sincerely believe it

and comfort themselves therewitli,will doubt-

lessly receive it in due time, however hard
and long they may be persecuted and tor-

mented by the evil Egyptian race. For, al-

though the children ofAbraham were grieved

with much sorrow and pain for some hun-
dreds of years, yet did the Lord, according

to his promise, lead them forth victoriously,

and gave them the land of promise ; and
thus it will be with us if we doubt not the

promises, but receive them with a firm faith,

as Abraham did, and throiigh faith walk in

all the commandments of God, possess our

soids in patience and honor, fear, love, thank
and serve the Lord. How lamentablj' so-

ever, we are here persecuted, oppressed,

smitten, robbed and murdered by the hell-

ish Pharaoh, and his fierce, unmerciful serv-

ants, or burned at the stake, or drowned in

the water, yet shall the day of our salvation

arrive, and all our tears shall be wiped from
oiu' eyes, and we shall be arrayed in the

white silken robes of righteousness, and
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, follow the

Lamb, and sit down in the kingdom of God
and possess the precious, pleasant land of
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eternal peace. Praise God, ye vvlio suffer for

Christ's sake and raise yonr heads, for the

time is near when yon shall hear. Come ye
blessed, and ye shall rejoice with him for-

ever.

In the fom-th place, observe, that Abra-
ham received a command from God, that he

and also his male children of eight days
old, should be circnmcised, with all his

servants, those who were born in his honse,

and those who were bought, and this should

be a covenant sign between God and him.

He was not disobedient to God, nor yet dis-

pleasedwith him.neither did he complain nor

mnrmnr against him on account of the great

pain and smarting he should suffer in his

old age, by performing such a dishonorable

and ridiculous cerem^ony, whereby he could

neither praise God, nor help or serve his

neighbor, but he heard and believed the

word of the Lord, and humbly and submis-

sively followed it without delay. He well

knew, that unless he would believe the word
of God, he could obtain nq grace, no bless-

ing, no promise, for only the obedient ob-

tain the promise.

Here again the simple, plain submission,

and willing obedience of Abraham's faith,

are made manifest hy its fi-uits; for if he
had followed flesh and blood, and reasoned

with himself, he undoubtedly would not have
obeyed, but he would have entered into ar-

gument with God, and said, No, Lord, it

shall not be so, for this sign will profit me
nothing, for Thou art not praised thereby

nor my neighbor served. All the heathen

who know not thy great name will mock at

it as foolishness, from the very natm'e of the

ceremony. O no! He spake not against the

Lord, bi\t he believed and acted, and it was
reckoned to him for righteousness, and lie

was called the friend of God.
This is for the encoiu-agement of all the

pious, that they should believe, and submis-

sively follow the word of the Lord, however
heretical and ridiculous it may appear to

them, not mui-muring against the Lord why
he so commanded it; but it is enough that

they know that he has commanded, and in

what manner he has commanded.
Again, it shames all haughty despisers

and unbelieving mockers, who so presumpt-
uously open their blasphemous, wicked

mouths against Christ, and say. What can
baptism profit us, or why does God de-

mand so much water ? It is enough, if we
are inwardl.y pious men, regard the com-
mands of love, and lead a pious, virtuous

life, and such like hj^jociitical words; for

these poor miserable hypocrites know not
when the inward man, of which they boast,

has become upright through faith and pi-

ous in God, throTigh the grace, word, and
Spirit of the Lord, that he dare not depart
one hair's breadth from the word and ways
of the Lord, but does willingly all things

wlia,tsoever the Lord has commanded him,
let it be what it will.

It is very manifest that Christ Jesus has
commanded water baptism, upon the con-

fession of our faith, and that he received it

himself, Matt. 3: 16. The holy apostles did
not teach, nor practice otherwise ; their sig-

nification and effect were not otherwise, and
so many glorious promises depend thereon,

as may plainly be seen and read, Mark 16:

15 (understand me rightly), not by \'irtiie of

the wrought sign itself, but that we receive

Christ, inwhom the Father ga,ve the promise
thi'ough faith, and are ready to live accord-

ing to his word. Say, beloved, how shall

one obtain the accompanying promise if he
does not do what is commanded ? But what
does it avail all wlio believe not the Lord's

word, who would rather have money, goods,

body and life, than Christ? They are earthly

and fleshly minded, tliey strive against

Christ, disobey the Scriptiu'es, dispute and
say. What can water benefit us? But if they

believed the word of the Lord from the

heart, as Abraham did, and were new and
changed men in Christ Jesus, through the

power of the same faith, they would love

their enemies, do good for evil, pray for

those by wliom they ai'e persecuted, be

ready to forsake possessions and all that

they have and are for the glory of the

Lord, a.nd for the necessary service of their

neighbor. They would not reject the cross

of the Lord, but flesh and blood would be

mortified ; they would fear God and his

judgments, ancl love him, for his kindness;

they would undoubtedly not murmur and
dispute, but stand prepared, like Abraham,
to seal- their faith by its fmits ; they would
receive the commanded baptism, surrender
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themselves to all obedience, and according

to their weakness, walk as the Lord com-

mands, teaches and enjoins upon all true

Christians.

Since they believe not Christ and his word,

they neither fear nor love him ; therefore

they reject, npbraid and blaspheme his holy

doctrine, Spirit, commandments, prohibi-

tions, ordinances and usages as deceiving

heresy, and obedience to him as an open

abomination. O reader, beware! God,*the

Lord, is a God who adheres to his word;

he brought calamity upon Adam and Eve
and their posterity on account of the forbid-

den fruit. For a small transgression Uzzah

was punished with death, 2 Sam. 6:7. On
account of one transgression, the faithful

Moses was not permitted to enter the prom-

ised land. AMioever received not the

bloody sign of circumcision, was to be cut

off fi-om among the people. Therefore, it

must be plainly imderstood, that his word I

and \vill must be obeyed, otherwise we can- i

not be saved, for he is the God who has

made heaven and earth and the fullness
|

thereof; the Almighty, terrible God, who
j

lives forever in his majesty and glory; the :

Lord and Ruler over all. Woe to him who
j

speaks against him and despises his word
and mil. The works of such an one testify

that he believes not in Christ, and whoso-

ever believeth not, as Chiist himself declares,

is condemned already. Therefore, it is all

in vain to excuse ourselves or seek evasion.

How any one who is so unbelieving and re-

bellious, that he refuses God a handful of

water, can conform himself to love his ene-

mies, mortify the llesh to the service of his

neighbor, and to take up the cross of Christ,

I will leave the serious reader to reflect up-

on, in the fear of God.
I know for certain, that all their disputa-

tion, pretentions and evasions are nothing

but fig leaves, and their lives, nothing but

hypocrisy.

In the fifth place obsei-ve, when the Lord
had spoken to Abraham, that at the end of

the year he would return, and that Sarah,

his wife, should have a son, whom he should

call Isaac, and that he would make his eter-

nal covenant with him and his seed after

him ; though he was nearly a hundi'ed years

old, and Sarah ninety, nevertheless, he

doubted not. He did not think upon, or

regard his own frailty and the barrenness

of Sarah, but fh-m and strong in faith, he
trusted u]Don the promise of his God, and
praised him for his grace; for he knew that

God was able to perform that which he had
promised. Therefore, from this same Abra-
ham, because he believed the word of the

Lord, descended as many as the sand which

is upon the sea shore or the stars of heaven,

Gen. 22: 17.

Behold, most beloved, how an upright, un-

feigned, christian faith regards God as al-

mighty and true; it knows that he can and
will do all that he has jaromised, and there-

fore, Abraham looked not upon the frailty

and age of himself and Sarah. He doubted
not the promised words, but believed without
wavering, for he knew well, that tlie same
God who created heaven and earth, and
the fullness thereof through his word, who
stretched the heavens abroad, and to the

stormy, raging sea set an established bound,
whose word sustains the earth in the midst

of the water, who rules all with the word of

his strength, and gives life to the dead, could

undoubtedly, when he chose, render that

fmitful, which before was barren.

Since then, such a promise was given to

him of God, he doubted not, but hoped for

that, which in nature, was not to be expect-

ed. Through faith in God, he received that

which was promised to him, namely his son

Isaac, through the aged and barren Sarah;

j

so in like manner it is spiritually with us

;

: if we believe, with the whole heart, the prom-

I

ised word of grace, which is the gospel of

peace, whereby the redemption from our
' sins, through the blood of the Lord, is made
known ; so will also our dead conscience

flourish and live; we shall receive the spii--

itual Isaac, Christ Jesus, with the eternal

blessing, and bring forth fruit. Christ said,

' My mother and my brethren are those, who
hear the word and will of God, and do ac-

cordingly ; but whosoever believeth not this

Isaac, receives not Christ, but the wrath of

God abides upon him.

i

In the sixth place observe, how severely

the Lord tried the faith of Abraham, when
he said, " Take now thy son, thine only son,

i

Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into

I

the land of Moriah, and offer him there for
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a burnt offerina; iipon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee of," Gen. 22: 2. Abra-
ham heard the word of the Lord and was
obedient. He took his son with him and
went to the place, which the Lord had com-
manded him ; and when he came there, Isaac

said. Father, behold here is tire and wood,
but where is the lamb that shall be offered 'i

Abraham answered his son, and said, "My
son, God will provide himself a lamb for

a burnt-offering."

O my most beloved, reflect ! Observe the

conduct and conversation of Abraham and
his son Isaac. I suppose reason will teach

you how full of trouble and giief the mind
of the father was on account of his beloved

son, for Abraham was^flesh and blood as

we are. That son, who was born to him in

his old age, through the promise and gift of

God, his only son born of a free woman, the

desire, the joy and the peace of his heart,

the staff of his age, through whom he re-

ceived the comforting promise; mrist be slain

and bui'ued with fire.

How hard and sorely he was tried, yet

did he not oppose God with a single word,
nor contend and say. Why hast thou given

me a son since he must die 'i Neither did he
reprove the Lord, by saying, that he had
falsified his promise, for it was through
Isaac that the promise -was made, but he
confided in his God mth his whole heart;

he laid aside all reasoning and wisdom, and
followed not sense nor flesh. He spared
not his beloved son for the Lord's sake. He
loved his God far above his child, and there-

fore he refused not to offer him willingly as

a burnt offering to Him from whom he re-

ceived him. He bound him and lifted him
upon the avoocI, and raised his hand and
knife to slay him ; he believed that God
could again raise him fi'om the dead. He
was about to obey the command which he
had received, when an angel spake from
Heaven, saying, "Lay not thine hand upon
the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him,
for now I know that thou fearest God ; see-

ing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine

only son from me," Gen. 23: 12. And thus

the obedient, faithful Abraham received his

son as a tj^pe of the resurrection. The word
of James is true, "Abraham believed God,
and it was imputed xinto him for righteous-

I ness, and he was called the friend of God,"
James 2: 23.

Beloved children, we must always stand
confounded before God, when we compare
our little, weak faith and its fruit with the
faith of Abraham. He refused not to travel

in an unknown country, as soon as he was
j

commanded. He was a man full of peace,
and sought not his own interest. He re-

i leased Lot out of the hands of his enemies.
i
He believed the promise concerning the

;
promised land and seed. He murmured

I

not on account of the long time nor of the

j

oppression of his seed. He sirffered him-
self to be circumcised in advanced age. He
believed the Lord's promise concerning

i

Isaac, and taught all his servants and chil-

dren, that they should follow the way of
the Lord, and do that which was right. He

j

was willing to offer Isaac as the Lord had
commanded him. This may truly be called

I

faith.

j

So entirely was this pious man dead to

himself, that he denied all his lusts, his will

I
and mind, and loved his God alone. He

;

trusted, feared, loved and honored his God,
' with all his soul and heart, and walked ac-

cording to his commandments, as is evi-

denced by his fruits, as may be observed
and understood from many passages of

Scriptm-e. But what kind of faith our false,

boasting christians possess,who sufier them-
selves to think that they are the seed of

,
Abraham, I will let their fruits be the judge;
for they covet and hoard, curse and swear,

\ lie and cheat ; they are haughty and proud,

i

eat and drink intemperately, commit forni-

' cation and adultery, fight, rob, steal, take

!
usury, and are full of idolatry and wicked-
ness. Those who have a little light refuse

to remove from one village to another, or

from one city to another, for the word and
truth of the Lord; they seek their own in-

i terests, and esteem brotherly love but light-

I

ly; they are earthly minded, and flee from
i the cross of Christ ; they regard not the

;

promise and goodness of the Lord ; they

j

fear not his coming judgment, and punish-

ment ; they love the creatm-e more than the

Creator; his name be blessed forever. Amen.
In short, I know not what it is, in which

I they do not serve themselves, nor act con-

\

trary to the command of God. They boast
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notwithstanding, that they are the children

of Abraham, and have his promise. All no!

my friends, yonr prophets have led you
astray, and yom- false hopes deceive yon;
as true as the Lord lives, if you believe not

his word, from the whole heart, nor through
the power of the same faith, walk in his

ways, bring not forth the christian fruits of

righteousness, and do not follow the foot-

steps of this pious patriarch; you are not

his seed and children, neither have j'Oi; his

faith nor his promise. But all who receive

Christ in their hearts, through faith, and

adhere strictly to his word and obey it, are

the si^iritual childi'eu of Abraham, and fel-

low heii-s of his promise, for they are reck-

oned his seed.

FAITH AND FIDELITY OF MOSES.

Moses, a servant aud messenger of God,
|

was also found faithful, vigorous, living

and active in his faith. He was called of

the Lord, that he should lead Israel out of '<

Egypt. He did not exalt himself to the high
;

station of a prince, but humbled himself be-

fore God with all his heart, and said, Send,

Lord, whom thou wilt, but what am I, that

I should go to Pharaoh and lead forth Is-

rael? Besides, I am not eloquent, neither;

heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto ;

thy servant, but am of a slow tongue. He
refused so long, that the Lord Avas angry.

With fear and trembling, he at last took :

upon himself the commanded duty, and sur-

rendered himseK to his God, in whom he
trusted.

He went willingly before the fierce Pha-
raoh, and showed great wonders and power
before him and all his servants. He ran-

!

somed the people, thi'ough the out-stretched

arm and strong hand of God. He divided

the Red Sea and passed v/ith Israel, un-

harmed, through the deep, Exod. 14: 21,22.

He received the tables of stone on which
were WTitten the commandments of the Lord.

He caused bread to rain from heaven, and
\

water to flow from the flinty rock. He pre-

Ijared the tents and the ark of the testi-

mony, as he was directed upon the mount-

ains. He ordained the iigurati\ e priesthood,

with all the duties, offerings, sanctitications,

apparel, &c., according to the command of

the Lord.

He went with the people, pitched the tents,

and took them up again at the command of

the Lord. He gave them the commands and

statutes of the Lord. He stood as a faitliful

mediator between God and the people, when
they had sinned, and he turned the wrath
from Israel. He punished idolaters, whore-
mongers and the rebellious. He slew Sihon,

king of the Amorites, and Og, Idng of Ba-
shan. The Lord was with him in all his

ways.
By faith, says Paul, "He refused to be

called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choos-

ing rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin

for a season, esteeming the reproach of

Chi-ist greater riches than the treasure in

Egypt, for he had respect imto the recom-

pense of the reward ; by faith he forsook

Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for

he endiu-ed, as seeing him who is invisible.

Through faith he kept the passover, and the

sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed

the first born shoiild touch them," Heb. 11:

24—28.

Kind reader, respect the word of the Lord,

for when we look spiritirally upon such holy
examples and contrast them with the insup-

portable pride, haughtiness, avarice, idola-

try, disobedience and unfaithfulness of the

prince of the world, and with the blind, mad
mibelief of the common people, then we must
acknowledge that they are far from the obe-

dience and active faith of Moses. Yea, they

are unbelieving heatheiis, and not Chris-

tians.

Moses believed his God and acted i-ightly

in all his transactions. He was kind, and
solicitous for the welfare of the people un-

der his care, as he was commanded. He


