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ness and worldly pomp. Take faithful care

of each other by admonitions, Heb. 10, as

I have verbally admonished you to do be-

fore, and now again in this epistle.

Wash the feet of your beloved brethren

and sisters who are come to you from a

distance, tired. Be not ashamed to do the

work of the Lord, but humble yourselves

with Christ, before your brethren's feet, that

all humility, according to the divine nature,

may be found in you, Jn. 13; 1 Tim. 5.

Above all pray for your jjoor humble
servant, whose life is sought with all dili-

gence, that God, the gracious Father, may
strengthen him with his Holy Spirit, and
save him from the hands of those who so

unjustly seek his life, if it be his fatherly

will, and if it be not his will, that he may
then give him in all tribulation, torture,

oppression and death, such heart, mind,
wisdom and strength, that he may steadily

fulfill the glorious work of God, which is

begun in us, by the Holy Ghost, to the

praise of the Lord.
O, beloved brethren, fulfill my desire, and

finish, as obedient children of God that

which I have faithfully taught, admonished
and written unto you from the word of God,
to your eternal salvation, that you may
also be partakers of the glorious crown,

hope and joy, in the day of the coming of

Christ, 1 Thess. 2. "Not slothful in busi-

ness; fervent in spirit," Rom. 12: 11. Bless

God in all his works toward us, and pray
him to guide your way, and let all your
counsel be in him, Tob. 4. Walk fearlessly

in the commandments of the Lord. Go not

in any manner beyond the gospel of Christ,

Gal. 1. Be firm in the way of the Lord.

Overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil

by the most holy faith which is in you, 1

Jn. 5. Joyfully serve each other, "In pa-

tience possess ye your souls," Luke 21 : 19.

"Be patient In tribulation," Rom. 12: 13.

Prepare your hearts for the cross of Christ,

so that when it comes you may not be terri-

fied with the cowardly.

No more at present, but watch closely all

the days of your lives, the unexpected com-
ing of our beloved Lord Jesus Christ, who
has made us such dear creatures, bought us

with his precious blood, graciously called,

enlightened and regenerated us, and who
will crown us with the crown of glory, array
us in the garment of unblamableness, and
give us the gift of eternal life. To him be
eternal praise and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
Ponder, holy brethren, upon every word

which I have written unto you; read it at-

tentively; reflect upon it diligently, under-
stand it rightly, judge spiritually, and live

up to it divinely. O, brethren, then my ad-
monition and writing, and your perusal

and hearing shall be fruitful.

I pray you with holy Paul, by the grace
of God, not to suppress this admonition,

nor to lay it away, but to read it to all

faithful brethren and sisters in the Lord;
as also to all the ajjostates who are not
entirely given up, that they may be won
back. Yea, not alone to these, but to all

men in or out of the church, who may de-

sire to hear it. The grace of our beloved
Lord Jesus Christ be with all true brethren
and sisters, Amen.
Again, pray for me and for all your serv-

ants in the Lord.

Beware of all doctrine and works which
are not conformable to the gospel of Christ.

Beware.

May grace and i^eace remain with all the

true children of God, and fellow-laborers of

the promise, in the kingdom of Christ.

MENNO SIMON.

A LETTER.
Most beloved in Christ Jesus. Grace

and peace. Dear, faithful sister in the Lord.

My inmost soul is grieved in your behalf.

More so than I can write; for I understand
93

from our beloved brethren, that you can
hardly acquiesce in the desire and prayer
of the afflicted and pastorless church in re-

gard to your beloved husband. I cannot
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severely reprove you for your action if I

look at it in a carnal, and not in a spiritual

light. I also understand from the words of

Lenart and Helmicht, that you hoped that

Lenart would be excused from serving, by
me. Most beloved sister in Christ Jesus, I

trust that I, by the grace of God, sincerely

love you with divine love in God; and that

I am prepared to serve you and all pious

people, even, with my blood if so required.

But, beloved sister, who am I that I should

resist the Holy Spirit ? You are aware that

not I, but the church, has called him to

this service, unknown to me. As the

church so imploringly desires him; and as

he perhaps can not conscientiously deny

them, how could I then oppose it? as I can

find nothing in Lenart for which I could

Bcripturally oppose his being called. Dear
sister, I am sorry that I can not aid you in

this matter; for the sorrow and fear of your

flesh pierces my heart as often as I think

of it; but above all, we must act in love

to God and our brethren. You are called

of the Lord, and by the operation of your

faith you have committed yourself to the

service of Jesus Christ and of your brethren

as long as you live; and I trust that you
will willingly fulfill it even at the risk of

money, possessions and life. You certain-

ly comprehend how needful it is. There-

fore, be mindful of the days of your en-

lightenment, and obediently and resigned-

ly fulfill that which, willingly and without

constraint, you have promised the Most

High.

O, beloved sister, look at the abandon-

ment and misery of your beloved brethren.

The spiritual fathers are become betrayers

of souls; the watchmen, blind leaders, and

the shepherds, wolves. The walls of Jeru-

salem are laid waste; the stones of the

sanctuary are trampled upon at the corners

of every street. Great is the plague of

Israel. With Jeremiah and Ezra we may
well bitterly sigh and weep, and let our

tears flow over our cheeks, nay, our inmost

soul must be grieved at the need of our be-

loved brethren, when we take to heart the

very great hungering and thirsting of many
pious hearts, the accursed deceiving of evil

spirits, and dissensions, sects and all like

evils. Inasmuch, then, as the merciful Lord

has gifted our beloved brother with his di-

vine knowledge, has enlightened him with
his Holy Spirit and gifted him with speech
and wisdom, so that the brethren are
pleased with him, sincerely love him and
desire his talent; and if you, for the sake
of your flesh and blood should oppose this

and not acquiesce therein, would seem to

me as being nothing else than that if you
should see your brethren in imminent dan-
ger of life, should see them in fire or water,

suffering, want and misery, you would not

assist them at your own peril. Dear sister,

love your brethren as Christ Jesus has loved

us. If, for the sake of your brethren, you
should be deprived of your property, re-

member that Christ has, for a time, left the

glory of his Almighty Father and the com-
pany of angels, that we might obtain an
eternal inheritance in heaven. So long as

we live we shall have enough of the neces-

saries of life, if we fear God, depart from
evil and do righteously.

Yea, sister, be of good cheer. The eter-

nal Truth has promised us salvation if we
seek the kingdom of God and his righteous-

ness. The necessaries of life will be pro-

vided for us. If then you are solicitous for

your husband's flesh, remember and believe

that our life is measured by spans; that

life and death are in the hands of the Lord

;

that not a hair falls from our heads with-

out the will of our Father. He protects us

as the apple of his eye.

Elias, David, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, Peter and Paul, have all

evaded the hands of the tyrant, and none
could injure a single hair of their heads so

long as the appointed day and hour was
not come. For so long as the Lord has
more pleasure in our life than in our death,

they cannot injure us; but when our death

is more pleasing to the Lord than our life,

we can not escape from their hands. O,

beloved sister, if our beloved brother should

not serve our brethren, yet he has years

ago, already committed himself to danger

of death, tribulation, misery, scorn, perse-

cution, anxiety, robbery, water, fire and
sword; and if he had not committed him-

self to the cross by baptism, nay, if he
could pass through all cities, countries, and
nations unmolested, you know not at what
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moment he would have to put off the taber-

nacle of clay and appear before his God.
Therefore, beloved, faithful sister, be strong

in the Lord; be of good cheer; commend
yourself to the Most high God, who holds

heaven and earth in his hand; who has
given you and your husband body and
soul; who has called you in the word of his

grace; who has purchased and delivered

you with the blood of his blessed Son; who
has washed, sanctified and cleansed you
with his Holy Spirit. His mercy is above
all his works; he knows your going out

and coming in; your setting down and
rising up. Yea, you were before him be-

fore you were formed in your mother's

womb; he it is who searches the hearts and
reins; he knows what our brethren seek.

Beloved sister strengthen your husband, and
do not weaken him ; for it is required of us

that if we love God we should also love our

brethren. In short, prove yourself to be to
j

your neighbor what Christ has proven to '

be to you; for by this only, sure and im-

mutable rule must all christian actions be
measured and judged. Behold, worthy,
faithful sister, as the church calls our be-

loved brother to the office and service, I can-

not conscientiously interfere; or else I

should love flesh, your flesh, more than
Christ Jesus my Lord and Savior, and my
sincerely beloved brethren.

May the Almighty, merciful Father act
in this measure according to his divine
pleasure, and guide the heart of my be-
loved sister so as to be resigned to his holy
will. I sincerely thank my beloved sister

for the gift of your love you have sent me.
The Lord repay you the heavenly riches of

eternal glory. My consort greets you with
the peace of the Lord. The Lord Jesus
Christ be forever with my most beloved
friend and sister. Amen.
Your brother in the Lord,

MENNO SIMON.
A. D. 1553.

PROYIDENTIAL DELIVERANCES OF MENNO SIMON.

The following is an extract from Book 16

of the Ondergangli der Tyrannen, en Jaer-

lyckscTie OescMedenisse (Downfall of the Ty-
rants, and Annual Events) by Peter Jansz

Twisck, Pages 1074 and 1075, in which it is

shown how wonderfully the Lord preserved

Menno Simon, from the cunning artifices of

his opponents, as in his divine zeal for the

triith, he exhorted all men to true repentance

and regeneration.

The daughter of Menno Simon, a praise-

worthy woman, in our presence related the

following incident: A certain traitor had
agreed, without fail for a certain sum of

money, to deliver the person of Menno or

his head into the hands of his enemies, ex-

pecting to apprehend him in one of their

meetings ; but it so happened that he was
not able to accomplish his object, for when-
ever he arrived at the place where he sought
to spy him out, Menno in a providential

manner escaped.

At another time this same traitor, in com-
pany with an officer or police, as they were

in search of Menno, unexpectedly met him
as he was going along on the canal, in a
small boat. The traitor kept silent until
Menno had passed them some distance, and
had leaped ashore in order to escape with
less peril. Then the traitor cried out, "Be-
hold, the bird has escaped!" The officer

chastized him—called him a villian, and
demanded why he did not tell of it in time;
to which the traitor replied, "I could not
speak; for my tongue was bound." The
lords were so displeased at this that the
traitor, according to his promise, had to
forfeit his own head. It is worthy of con-
sideration, how wonderfully God, in this
and in other like instances preserves his
people, and especially how fearfully he
punishes the tyrants.

Menno had to suffer so many dangers,
perils and so much misery, that in the mem-
ory of the oldest persons it is almost inde-
scribable, and afterwards died a natural
death ; notwithstanding he often with great
zeal and resolution preached, conversed,


